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Eee ; é | BLAYDON BURN AND LOW BENWELL FIRE- 
| CLAY RETORT AND FIRE-BRICK WORKS, 











FIRECLAY Retorts and Fire Goods. 


The Advertiser has brought his Fire-Clay Retorts 


ABS a : ., -ON- TYNE. 
to great perfection, both as to quality and finish. Many AS ein apne lin ap hnenreetiagetsinny R. 
have stood three and four years. ’ Y RETORTS. WILLIAM COCHRAN CAR ’ 
Every description of Fire Goods in any quantity al- COWEN’S PATENTJFIRE-CLA * | begs most respectfully to thank the Metropolitan, Pro- 
ways on hand. The Fire Clay is the very best in the JOS. COWEN and CO., | vineial, and Continental Gas Companies for their pa- 
North of England. Stock never less than 10,000 tons BLAYDON BURN, NEAR NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, | tronage for several years past, and to intimate that he 
weathering. es 7 Were the only parties to whom a PRizk MEDAL was has rebuilt and enlarged his extensive premises for the 
promptly executed. Manufacture of CLAY RETORTS; and thatheis now 


; ; awarded at the Great EXHIBITION of 1851, for “Gas 4 
Be pity La evncr tarde omy ang Sie Eet RerTorts and OTHER OBJEcTS in Fire CLay.” prepared to execute yg eT mo 
Aug. 22, 1856 ' 7 J.C. and Co. have been for many years the mostex- nd despatch. Orders for Seen and oll other 
aeteomee tensive Manufacturers of Fire Clay Retortsin the United  °f all shapes and sizes, FIRE- . : 
Articles in Fire-Clay, executed on the shortest notice 


; s ci $ d orders for Fire Clay Retorts of all 
HE Directors of the Sutton-in- oe apni othe vend Fire ‘Bricks. 7 aod every other and on the most reasonable terms. 








ASHFIELD GASLIGHT and COKE COMPANY i in Fire Clay, are promptly executed at their London Agents : 
are desirous of receiving TENDERS from competent ane. . oad | JAMES LAWRIE & CO., 
persons for the Supply and Erection of the following COWEN’S GARESFIELD COAL AND COKE. 63, OLp Broap Street, City, LONDON. 
IRON-WORK and APPARATUS :— Coal and Coke Office 

Gasholder, 40 feet diameter by 14 feet deep. Quay Sipe, NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. TO IRONFOUNDERS & GASHOLDER-MAKERS. 


Six Cast-lron Columns, Chains, Weights, and 


Valves, FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 





HE Directors of the Bury St. Ed- 
MUND’S GAS COMPANY will be prepared, on 
Thursday, the 30th of Aprilinst., to receive TENDERS 


Centre-Valve and Connections. ; 
Hydraulic Main (part), 15 Dip-Pipes and H-Pipes. 







Pipe Condenser. uy, aNE for the Supply and Erection of a TELESCOPE GAS- 
Cast-Iron Mains (6-inch), on Station, and Laying. ee —s 50 a ae by 18 feet deep, with 
i - uide Frame complete. 
ee ae eens J 0 H N RU SSE L L A ND C 0., Plans and Specification of the same may = « 
The Specification and Drawings may be inspected on THE OLD TUBE WORKS, oo Se et oe eee 
Se ae ee ee CHURCH HILL, WEDNESBURY, the Company’s Consulting Engineer, Mr. JABEZ 
Sealed Tenders, endorsed ‘* Tender for Gas Appa- STAFFORDSHIRE, pany , 


CHURCH, CHELMSFORD. 


ratas,” to be enclosed to me, addressed to the Chair. and 69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, Sealed Tenders must be delivered to me on or before 


man of the Company, Gas-Works, Sutton-in-Ashfield, Original Manufacturers of Wrought-Tron Gas ‘Tubes, 























i 5 the 30th of April, but the Directors will not consider 
Norrs, on the 27th day of vee: eects ; and Holders of the present carers Teveatens and | bedi He Seems to accept the lowest or any Tender. 
Gas-Works, Sutton-in-Ashfield "| Bisse Makers of LAP-WELDED FLUES for Steam | A Copy of the Specification may be had on applica 
ri 57. y Boilers. : oe | tion to me, on payment of the sum of One Guinea. 
April 13, 1857, J. R. and Co, make all kinds f | ag and Puttings Wa. SALMON, Secretary. 
i ee ae oe for Gas, Steam, and Water, and the largest Orders *s April 1L, 1857. 
ANTED, by the Bath Gaslight | may be executedinafewdays. ; | . Bury St. Edmund's, Apri 
and COKE COMPANY, a good working ME- The eminent Engineer, Mr. Perkins, confines himself | TO GAS COMPANIES. 
CHANIC, well versed in the Construction and Re- | together to the use of John Russell and Co.’s Tubes “ “ 
pairing of Gas Meters, and possessing a general | in his High-Pressure Steam Patents. } ANTED, a Situation as Manager 
knowledge of Gas-Fittings, He will have to under- | | Gun Metal, and all other kinds of Cocks, Stocks, | of a Country Gas-Work, or as FOREMAN of 
take the inspection of Meters. | Dies, and Taps, Galvanised Tubes, &c. Gas-Works ina large town, by a person who is practi- 
Applications, stating age of Applicant, qualifications, | _N-B. All Goods thoroughly Tested before sent out, | cally acquainted with every matter connected with the 
ref haracter, &c., and wages required, to | 2nd Warranted. manufacture and — heey ——— the 
be add d to the Chai f Directo f the | setting and working of clay and brick retorts; and can 
Company. a CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, have first-class Testimonials, Would have no objection 
G i 7 to go abroad. 
2 natn so ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, | Address, W. M., care of Mr. W. B, KiNG, 11, Bolt 
| CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, Court, Fleet Street, LonDoN (E. C.). 
GAS COMPANIES | CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). | — : 
supplied with all the WORKING GAS BOOKS, GAS | Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- ANTED, a Working Foreman, 
FORMS, &c., on the shortest notice. Also, SHARE | sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, | who can Fit, Lay Services, Repair Meters, &c., 
CERTIFICATES and COMMUN SEALS prepared in | Pipes, &c. for small Country Works. 


the best manner for all New Companies, by Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and Apply, A. Z., Post-Office, CANTERBURY. 


CHARLES & ALFRED DOUBBLE all Water-Fitttings. 
REGISTRATION AGENTS, ED WAR > ee ss® LL, 
LAW, PUBLIC COMPANIES, & MANUFACTURING STATIONERS, WALSALL, 


. 2E Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tub 
Wend 15, SERJEANTY INN, FLEET STREET, for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, aud Dies. 
Core Bars for Ironfounders. 


JAMES RUSSELL AND SONS, 


WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, and 81, UPPER GROUND STREET, BLACKFRIARS, LONDON 
PATENTEES, INVENTORS, AND FIRST MAKERS OF 


WROUGHT-IRON GAS TUBING, ; 


commencing from the earliest introduction of Gas Lighting into this country. 
Manufacturers ofevery size and description of Wrought-iron Tubes and Fittings, from one-eighth up to seven-inch internal diameter, for Gas, Steam, or Water. 


PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF THE 


LAP-WELDED FLUES, 


for Marine, Locomotive, and Stationary Boilers. 
Inventors and Manufacturers of 


IMPROVED STEAM AND GAS COCKS, 


in Iron or Gun Metal, from three-eighths to six-inch bore. Manufacturers of every description of hand-screwing 


STOCKS, DIES, AND TAPS, 


for Gasfitters and Engineering purposes. 
6 Manufacturers of Coils, for hot water and other purposes; Casing of all sizes, with flush joints, for Well-sinkers; Blasting Tubes; Buffer Tubes for Railway 
arriages; Tubes for Roller Beams; Spindles, Shafts, P 1 , Hydraulic Presses, Core Bars, Steam Gauges, &c. &c. 
James RussELL and Sons beg to call the attention of Engineers, Builders, Water Companies, and others, to their 


ends PATENT ENAMELLED TUBES, 
ten preserve water or other liquids conveyed by them in a perfectly limpid condition; whilst the Enamel itself is as pure as the finest Porcelain, possessing the 
rare recommendation of being entirely free from any Seulous ingredient in its composition. : " — 
af iam. Estimates, &c. &c., forwarded on application; orders, from 10 to 100,000 feet of gas tube, executed at twelve hours’ notice if required; and quality may be 
safely relied upon, as all yoods are most carefully tested before leaving the Works. 
AMES Russe. and Sons have great pleasure in calling attention to the annexed award :— 


“ EXHIBITION OF THE INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS, NEW YORK. 


“G . ‘ “* Office: No, 6, Charing-cross, London, April 6, 1854, 
ton pentiomen —I have much pleacure in informing you that the Jury has awarded to your firm ‘ HONOURABLE MENTION FOR LAP-WELDED Inon Tunes.’ You are 
ull liberty, if you deem it likely to promote your mercantile advantage, to affix to these articles, during the season 1854, a card whereon this Award is printed, apd-aiye 











LONDON. 
N.B.—List of Books, &c., sent post free on application. “a 


























your prices, with name of agent, &c.—1 am, gentlemen, your obedient servant os . 
“ Messrs. JamEs RUSSELL and Sons, Wednesbury, STAFFORDSHIRE.” < ~ Jom Hh. Bea iee eet 
- Aug 4% hy 
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CROSLEY & G60, 


GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


103, SOUTHWARK BRIDGE ROAD, LONDON. 
: 






































SOLE LICENCEES AND MANUFACTURERS OF 
W. CROSLEY’S AND CROSLEY AND GOLDSMITH’'S 
PATENT STANDARD SELF-ADJUSTING AND COMPENSATING GAS-METERS, 


By which the True Water-Line is constantly maintained, and accuracy of measurement at all times secured. 

Manufacturers of LOWE’S PATENT MOTIVE-POWER METER, for situations where there is an inadequacy of pressure to supply the special requirements 
of certain consumers in low grounds during the day or night. 

! Also, Manufacturers of EXPERIMENTAL METERS, GASHOLDERS, GOVERNORS, MINUTE-CLOCKS, PHOTOMETERS, &c. &c., similar to those used by 
Mr. King, of Liverpool. ; 

C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the prineipal and confidential 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to W. C. the secret | 
of the mixture of the metals which has rendered the Crosley Meter so durable and superior to all others, as is evidenced by a large number of them being still at work, 
after having stood the test of nearly a quarter of a century’s use. 





THE COUNTY AND GENERAL 
GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY (LIMITED.) 


Incorporated under 19 & 20 Vict., Cap. 47. (Act 1856.) 


CAPITAL, £50,000 (with Power to Increase), 
In 10,000 Shares of £5 each. Deposit, 5s. per Share on application, and 15s. per Share on allotment. 
Intervals between the Calls, Three Months, with Three Months’ notice, and no Call to exceed £1 per Share. 


OrricEs—76, KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON (E.C.), 
DIRECTORS, 
EDWARD H. J. CRAUFURD, Esq., M.P., Essex Court, Temple, Chairman. 
ROBERT M. CHRISTIE, Ecq., C.K., King William Street, City, late Engineer-in-Chief of the Commercial Gas Company. 
HENRY W. HAY, Esq., Upper George Street, Portman Square, 
ALEXANDER L., IRVINE, Esq., Smyrren Lodge, Peckham, Member of the Metropolitan Board of Works. 
JOHN KIRKHAM, Esq., C.E., Tonbridge Place, New Road, late Engineer-in-Chief of the Imperial Gas Company. 
Lieut.-Col. C. F. LE HARDY, Poichester Terrace, Bayswater. 
JAMES MELROSE, Esq., Hatton Garden, London; and Tividale, near Dudley (firm of Messrs. Melrose and Hussey). 
WILLIAM MORRISON, Esq., the Terrace, Kennington Park, 
GEORGE SILVESTER, Esq., Guildford, Surrey, Director of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company. 
WILLIAM SIMPSON, Esq., Bradmore House, Hammersmith, 
ERASMUS WILSON, Esq., F.R.S., Henrietta Street, Cavendish Square, Chairman of the Crystal Palace District Gas Company. 
AUDITORS (to be proposed at the First General Meeting of the Company), 
F. FERGUSON CAMROUX, Esq., 45, Weymouth Street, Portland Place. 
SAMUEL THOMAS, Esq. (Messrs. Thomas and Cates), 9, Sise Lane, Bucklersbury (Public Accountant), 
STANDING COUNSEL. 
THOMAS CHAMBERS, Esq., M.P., Pump Court, Temple, Common Serjeant of London. 


SOLICITOR. 
Mr. Under-Sheriff CROSLEY, 34, Lombard Street. 





BANKERS. 
WESTERN BANK OF LONDON, 21, Hanover Square. 
BANK OF LONDON, Threadneedle Street. 
ENGINEER, 
H. P. STEPHENSON, Esq., A.L.C.E., 58, Pall Mall. 


BROKERS. ’ 
Messrs. CROSLEY, BROTHERS, 30, Cornhill. 
SECRETARY. 
R. 8, PARKER, Esq. . ; : i ss 
This Company is established for the purpose of extending the benefits of Gas Lighting to towns and villages with pepulations varying from 2000 to 5000 and upwards, 
not at present possessing its advantages; also to such other localities as the extension of railway communication may have created or more fully developed. 
It is also in contemplation to purchase or lease such existing Works as the Directors may have offered to them on fair'terms. 1 a 
The great progress and improvement of all Gas establishments is clearly demonstrated by the immense increase of its manufacture, the large reduction in price, an 
the high market value of the shares of most Gas Companies. A a 4 
The cost of preliminary expenses and maragement has hitherto, in many instances, prevented the introduction of Gas into small towns; though, notwithstanding 
these drawbacks, numerous instances exist where towns of small population, involving comparatively but little outlay, pay large dividends; it is therefore anticipated that || 
under the single expense of formation, and the united management proposed by this Company, its dividends will bear a still higher proportion. _ 
The Engineer has already examined several towns, some of which have applied to be lighted; these will in all probability form the first operations of the Company. 
Applications for Shares to be made in the subjoined form, and Prospectuses, and other information, to be obtained of the SECRETARY, at the Offices of the Company, 
76, King William Street, City; or of the Brokers, Messrs, CROSLEY, BkOTHERS, 30, CORNHILL. os 
To THE DIRECTORS OF THE COUNTY AND GENERAL Gas ConstmERS’ ComranNy (LIMITFD). 
Offices, 76, King William Street, London (E. C.). 


Gentlemen, ; 
Having paid to your credit with* the sum of £ , I request you will allot me . Share 
of £5 each in your Company, which number (or avy less number you may grant me) I hereby agree to accept and to pay for, in such manner and at such time as you may 
direct. 
Dated this day of 185 

Nameinfull, . . . © + © © © «© «@ 

~-tamninetn te a a 

Occupation , . 











* “ The Western Bank of London ” or, “* The Bank of London,” as the case may be. 





















































CENTRE-VALVE. 


ANTED, a Centre-Valve for Four 


Purifiers — 8-inch Connections. 
Apply at Gas- Works, LEAMINGTON, 





DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 
MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 


NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 

Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRIUK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 
large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE sPPLICA- 
TION OF HEAT, and vonsequently becoming sounder 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen’s DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the linings of far- 
naces ex posed to high temperatures, and are well known 
jin the London and other Gas-works. They can be 
| forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 

Prices on application as above. 


NEW PATENT WET GAS-METER. 


KNIGHT, MERRY, & EXLEY, 
| GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, 


LONDON, 
AND 131, BRADFORD STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 


advantages possessed by their 
PATENT ANTI-CORROSTVE ECCENTRIC 
GAS METER 
over those of the ordinary kind. 
The Case is formed of strong Sheet Iron of the best 
| quality by powerful machinery; and, when cowplete, 
| consists of 





FIVE PIECES ONLY, 
(the ordinary case contains Twenty-five pieces), which 
is thickly coated, with a Metallic Alloy, similar to that 
| of the Drum, which renders it as durable as the Drum 
| itself. 
The Sypuon, or Spout, is cast in one body, without 


employed. 


| INDESTRUCTIBLE, and will continue in good working 
order for an indefinite period. 
The FLoart is cylindrica!, and not liable to collapse. 
The Vac ve is self-adjusting, ensuring soundness and 
| facility of action under all pressures. 
The Inpex is thoroughly protected from water rising 
}in the Spindle Tube, should the pressure exceed six 
inches. 
The FILLING and WaTeR-LEVEL APPARATUS are 
on the Syphon principle, which prevents the abstraction 
of Water from the Meter by pressure, 
These, with other minor improvements, make this 
Meter superior in every respect to those generally made. 





The Patentees respectfully solicit a trial, feeling con- 
|| ident that its advantages only require to be known to 
| ensure its general aduption. The original principle, so 
| long tried and proved to be correct, has not been de- 
| parted from in the arrangement of the PATENT MRTER 
tate aim of the Patentees having been to perfect what 
| has been already well tested, rather than risk any novel 
|| combination or untried invention. 
|| Knight, Merry, and Exley also manufacture the 
ordinary Wet Gas-Meter, Street Lamps, &c. &c. 
|| Further particulars and Price Lists may be obtained 
at either of the above addresses. 


GAS ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
|| 104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (EC.).. 


GEORGE ANDERSON, 
GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
|| begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 


DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; 
combined with both Engine end Boiler, and Portable; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 


FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 
PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 


one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
|tary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 
joff and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. 


| Also his 
RETORT SETTINGS, 


| by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 
| be heated by one Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
| fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
how is, and without the production of any smoke, 
Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
| Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye 
previous to being submitted to the public. 
Circulars, giving references and every information, 
may be obtained on application as above. 


R. JONES begs to intimate to the 

Directors and Shareholders of Gas Companies, 

that he can be consulted on the most efficient modes of 

keeping the accounts of Gas Companies, whereby their 

accuracy may readily be proved; and that he is also 
Open to be engaged as a Professional Auditor, 

ANDERSON and Jongs, Lessees of Gas-works, DovER. 




















| 14, BARGE YARD CHAMBERS, BUCKLERSBURY, | 


| acknowledged to be of first-rate workmanship and accu- 
beg to submit to Gas Companies and others some of the | 


;seam, and is double the thickness of those usually | 


The parts that communicate Motion to the Index are | 
| per inch diameter. 
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COMPANY (LIMITED). 
TENDERS required for the supply of about 40,000 
FIRE-BRICKS, Square, Arch, &c.; together with 


| about 30 tons of FIRE-CLAY that has been passed | | 


through a quarter-inch mesh. 
Tender to state the price in the Tyne, the Clyde, or 


| alongside the Quay at Cork, and the number of cubic 


inches contained in an average-sized brick; also, price 


| for Fire-Tiles up to 24 inches by 24 inches, by 3 


inches. 
Further information may be obtained of Mr. AN- 
DERSON, the Company’s Engineer, 104, Leadenhall 


| Street, LONDON. 


Tenders, endorsed “* Tender for Fire Goods,”’ to be 
sent to the Offices of the Company, 45, South Mall, 
Cork, on or before the 20th of April. 

Denny Lanes, Secretary. 





WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON, 


THROCKLEY, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 


MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF 


SHEARS AND SONS’ 
PATENT DRY GAS METERS 


Are supplied to Gas Companies and the Public as the 
best and simplest Dry Gas Meters in use. They are 


racy of registration.—Shears and Sons continue to sup- 
ply these Meters on the most favourable terms; and they 
also manufacture Wet Gas Meters, to which they apply 
their Patent Indices, 

BANKSIDE, LONDON. 


MR. WILLIAM RICHARDSON, 
CONSULTING ENGINEER, 
DUDLEY. 


BRYAN DONKIN and C0.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas Companies in England and abroad, and their ad- 
vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices froim lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. 


Bryan DoNKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 
RETORT AND BOILER SETTING. 
FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Seu., 


No. 19, York Street Nortu, Hackney Roap. 
Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincial Gas Companies, to « hom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
moce of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 

F. 8. will engage to provide all materials and labour, 
or labour only. 





TO GAS COMPANIES, FITTERS, AND 





IRON MONGERS, 


LOYD and SUMMERFIELD, | 
Manufacturers of CUT and FLINT GLASS Jet 
Moons, Globes, Hemispheres, and Chimneys of every 
description; Hall Lamps, Lustres, and Chandeliers of 
the most modern patterns. 
Park GLass WorkKS, BIRMINGHAM. 


PORTSMOUTH.—GAS-WORKS TO BE LET. 


! 
| 
| 
| 
HE Portsea Island Gaslight Com- | 
PANY will be prepared (on or before the Ist day | 
of May next) to receive TENDERS for the MANU- | 
FACTURE of GAS for supplying the said Is!and from 
and after the 30th of June next. | 

The Works are most conveniently situated, and, 
being close to the water’s edge, afford every facility for | 
taking in Coals, &c. 

A copy of the proposed Contract and Conditions may 
be seen at the Company’s Office, Portsea, and all par- 
ticulars obtained, in the first instance by letter, on and | 
after the 20th of March next. 

By order of the Committee of Management, 
JamMES F. ABSALOM, 
Clerk to the said Company. 
Gas Office, Portsea, Feb. 14, 1857. 


§. & E. RANSOME & CO., 
31, ESSEX STREET, Stranp, LONDON (W.C.), | 


beg to call attention to their 
GAS HEATING & CCOKING STOVES 
Price, from 183. Gd. each, and upwards. 
WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 
MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS-REGULATORS, 
GODDARD'S DUPLEX & ECONOMIC BURNERS 
GAS BATHS, HEATING COILS, TORCHES, &e. 








Also, 
GWYNNE’S STEAM-PRESSURE GAUGES, 
and 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT ALARM WHISTLES, 
for preventing Explo:ions in Steam-Boilers. 
Drawings and Priees sent on application, 





FIRE BRICKS, CLAY RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, 
Se. &e. 
LonDON OFFICES: 
76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, ENGINEERS, AND 
MERCHANTS. | 


EDWIN DIXON, 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBE WORKS, | 
WOLVERHAMPTON, | 
begs with the utmost confidence to solicit the order of 
Gas Companies, and persons using or selliig Gas | 
Tubes. Having for a long period supplied the largest | 
Gas Companies and Consumers in the United Kingdom | 
and the Continent with unvarying approbation, and | 
almost exclusively the Local Boards of Health under 


Government Engineers, with Galvanised Lron Tubes || 





| 


| 


and Connections, it has becoine an inducement to make | 


such facts known, 

Large Stock always being on hand, orders of any 
magnitude, from 10 to 100,000 feet, are executed | 
promptly, and carefully tested by powerful hydraulic | 
pressure before leaving the Works, | 

Boiler Tubes, Core Bars, Hollow Spindles, and Hy- 
draulic Press Pipes, to resist 5000 lb. to the square inch, 
made on the shortest notice. 

N.B.—Mr. Edwin Dixon had the honour of receiving 
the only Prize Medal of the Great Eng!ish Exhibition, 
1851, awarded to this manufacture, 


OTICE.—Mr. N. DEFRIES, Consult- 
ING GAS ENGINEER, begs to inform gas 
companies and the public, that he is desirous of meeting 
any gentlemen at his WORKS, NEW ROAD, ST. 








PANCRAS, where, under his own superindence of the | 


manufacturing department, they will have the fullest 
opportunity of investigating the many improvements he 
has recently effected in his ROTARY-VALVE DRY | 
GAS-METER, by which full security will be afforded 
against leakage and non-registration, even against the 
searching effects of Cannel Coal Gas. The Rotary- Valve 
Meter is warranted to register inflexibly correct at a 
working pressure of half a tenth, and less than a quar- 
ter of a foot per hour upona blue light; and a guarantee 
will be given to all gas companies to keep it in repair | 
for not less than five years, free of expense. With this 
meter the gas-supplier may fully depend upon a fair 
return, and the public upon having a just measurer. 

GAS BATHS, GAS COOKING and HEATING 
STOVES, for allclasses. The British Polytechnic Gas- 
fire, &c. Conservatories and Buildings heated by gas, 
and perfect ventilation secured, 

Any gentleman desirous of consulting Mr. Defries 
in especial cases, may meet him either at his office, 
145, REGENT STREKT, or at his residence, 5, Firzroy 


| SQUAKE, by giving one day’s notice. 


Gas-works erected for private houses, where no gas 


| company exists. 


ATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS.— 


O. BROTHERS and COMPANY, Man: facturers 


| of O. Brothers’ Patent, beg to state that these cetorts, 
| being made in one entire operation, and in one piece, 


of any required shape, length, breadth, or height, are 

not liable to cracks and fissures, of whieh there is a just 

and general complaint; and consequeutly superior to, 

and cheaper than, auy hitherto manufactured. 

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICES—30 per cent. | 
cheaper thun anyother Clay Retorts manufactured, 


yi 


Price at Railwa 


Station, 
Blackburn. 


| 


| Thickness, 





=~ 


| 

«-| Zin. by lin. 
.| Ldin. by 12 in. 

«+ees| L6in, by 13in 
+. 18in. by I4in. 
-+-| 19in. by I3in. 
. | 20in. by 11in. 
-..| 24in, by in. 
.| in. by 15in. 
-| Bin. by 18in. 
| 18in. by lin. 


> 
Women mamancw & | Length. 
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Oval Retort 
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all other sizes and shapes in proportion, to order, | 
References and further particulars may be obtained on | 
application to the Patentee, Gas-Works, BLACKBURN. 
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By Her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 
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JAMES MEACOCK, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, 
as well as in Gas Distribution. 
| %, SNOW HILL, & GILTSPUR STREET, 
LONDON. 
Established 1836. 


PATRONISED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF 
THE PROVINCIAL TOWNS. 
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J. MEACOCK, in returning thanks for the liberal favours he has received, most respectfully calls the attention of those interested in Gas Lighting to the improvements 
of his Dry Merer, which has obtained HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, and which contains all the desired requisites for simplicity, durability, and 
faithful registration; also to his improved Wer Gas-Merer, which all the leading Gas Companies have been pleased to patronise; and begs to solicit the continuance of 
their commands for the above, as well as Experimental and Station-Meters, Pressure-Indicators, Governors, Gauges, Photometers, and every apparatus in use by the Gas 
Engineer, which he will warrant of the very best materials and workmanship, and at most economical charges. : 
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“| 
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NEW VALVE OF J. MEACOCK’S 
PATENT DRY METER, 


4) 


I | 
} 


i 


J. MEACOCK’S OLD VALVE OF THE ORDINARY 
PATENT DBY METER. DRY GAS-METER. 
In the above Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. MkAcock’s patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his Improvep Patent Dry Merer. Instead of | 
| using the soldering iron for the purpose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to 
| receive it, the outward rim of which and screw-heads are shown in the drawing. 
The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in not rising from its facing will be very 
apparent to the practical Gas Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. 


WET GAS-METERS REPAIRED AND RECONSTRUCTED WITH J. MEACOCK’S MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, 
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J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby to receive the same 
| encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him in respect of his Improved Water Meter, which has been patronised by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most 
of the Provincial Gas-works. 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in preference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to their wishes, if a correct measurer, | 
not liable to fluctuation of registry, of good materials and workmanship, and when repair was necessary, of being put in order by simple means, J. M. has been induced to 
| apply himself to the production of a Dry Meter, p ing those requisites, for which he has obtained her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 
| It is not generally known, but very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming 
| in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather being secured by two flat metal 
rings, between which it is screwed, rivetted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its 
| repair when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame to which it had previously been 
| screwed up sound. ! 
| In the ordinary Dry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from defective valves, which tilt or rise from their facings: the slide-valve of this Patent 
| Dry Meter will not allow any carb matter to coal gas to tilt or lift the slide from its facings, and hence no variation. It will be found not only a correct 
| measurer, but free from fluctuation. 
| The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas Companies are eubject, have at all times made it desirable to have them of the best materials and workmanship. 
| Unfortunately, in the greater number of the ordinary Dry Meters, neither of these requisites were-carried out, for, as they were not to contain water, most inferior workmen 
and materials were employed in their construction. J. M. begs leave to assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing but the stoutest materials for 
| cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen employed in their construction (the 
| | properties which his Improved Water Meter is well known to possess, and which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly carried out in his PaTENT 
;| Duy Merer. 

In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is willing to give a stamped guarantee to keep the same in repair, free of all charge, for five years, and 
| 


























| allow the customary discount off the original list price. 
J. M. has annexed diagrams of his Patent Dry, also of his Improved Wet, Gas-Meter. In the former will be seen his patent mode of securing the diaphragm. The 
former aud present valve are also shown, and the advantages of the latter will be, by practical persons, easily understood. 


| 
| 
METERS SENT ON APPROVAL. 
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NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 
Ovr delightfully stupid rulers have added another to their 
already numerous series of blunders and inconsistencies in 

















sanitary matters, by interdicting the importation of cattle from | 


some parts of Northern Europe, whilst they still leave the na- 
tion exposed to the imaginary danger of the communication of 
the cattle epidemic, by allowing it to take place from other parts 
which are even more than usually in the track of the disease, 
or with which we are more directly in communication. Why 
Holstein, or, in fact, any part of Northern Europe, should be 
still open for the exportation of cattle when the Prussian, or 
the Mecklenbourg Schwerein, ports are closed, is indeed a 
mystery only to be solved by the class of officials who can 
admit the possibility of the communication of disease amongst 
cattle, whilst they deny it amongst human beings. For our 
own parts, we believe that the alarm which prevails on this 
subject is exaggerated; and that the most rigid exclusion of 
foreign cattle would do less to guard us from this calamity 
than a thorough reform of our stables and cattle-sheds 
throughout the country. It appears, indeed, that new forms 
of disease have exhibited themselves amongst our cattle during 
many of the past years; nor can this be a matter of surprise 
to any one who reflects upon the inevitable consequences 
which must follow from the great changes lately introduced 
in the feeding of our domestic animals. Very probably, on 
the one hand, the new manures may have had an influence 
upon that most delicate subject, the animal organisation, 
which has hitherto escaped our comparatively imperfect means 
of analysis. Certainly, the system of stall-feeding, on the 
other, must have materially affected the health of the animals 
designed by nature to move and have their being in the open 
air. But, be this as it may, there can be no doubt as to the 

















danger attending the wretched, ill-ventilated, badly drained | wealth and prosperity. The causes of this sad effect are not, 


hovels which, in far too many places, constitute the only 
apology for stables ; and, we repeat, that if farmers would pay 
more attention to the construction of this class of buildings, 
they would do far more for the defence of their property from 
the apprehended murrain than can possibly be effected by any 
government interference with trade, let it be ever so logically 
devised, or ever so honestly carried into effect. 

The report of Dr. Letheby upon the dwellings of the very 
poor in our modern Babylon—“ the glory and the shame of all 
Christian lands ”—proves that the cattle of our islands are not 
the only beings who suffer morally and physically from the un- 
favourable conditions of their dwellings. Fashionable charity | 
has thus far shown itself to be unequal to the task of dealing 
with the gigantic evil exposed by the officer of health to the | 
Corporation, in terms which almost cause us to exclaim of him, | 
as the writers of old did of Seneca, and to call him “ prope | 
noster.”” We have had already model lodgings for model 
people, or at least dwellings have been built and residences pro- | 
vided for the class of workmen who are very well able to pro- | 
vide for themselves ; but the very poor have been forgotten | 
and left in their original filth, vice, and misery. The efforts of 
our amiable philanthropists have been, in fact, misdirected. | 
Lodgings at the rate of Is. or ls. 3d. per week, with all the 
necessary conveniences and provisions for decency and com- | 
fort, are amongst the most important things required to elevate | 
the moral tone and the physical health of the poor; not so | 
much lodgings at 5s. or 6s. per week; for the class of men who | 
can afford the latter rertts is composed of the superiorly edu- | 
cated and skilled workmen. But then again rises the fearful 
problem of how families are to be supported upon the wages 
earned by men who can only afford to pay Is. 3d. rental per | 
week? On the usual calculation, and after allowing for slack | 
work, illness, &c., these men cannot, on the average, earn more | 
than 10s. or 12s. per week; and we fear that amongst the dock 
labourers these wages are the exception, not the rule. Is it, 
then, a matter of surprise that our prisons, our workhouses, 
and our hospitals should be crowded? or that from time to 
time we should be harrowed with the sad tales of misery and 
suffering our medical officers proclaim? These tales are very, | 
very sad, and perhaps the worse because they prove that all the | 
attempts of Government or of society to alleviate general dis- | 
tress are powerless, and we fear we must add, that they also in- | 
dicate great negligence on the part of those legally appointed | 
to the cure of souls. Why should we be indebted to the newly | 
appointed officers of health for the discovery of evils which the | 
clergy ought long since to have made known and earnestly | 
striven to remedy ? and why, even now, do not the clergy ad- | 
dress themselves manfully to the task of assisting in their | 
utmost need the poorest members of their flocks? 

Dr. Letheby will, we hope, forgive us, if we hint that he is || 
likely to injure his cause by the exaggeration of some of his | 
statements ; we allude more especially to his remarks upon the 
chemical analysis of the air in the crowded lodgings. Far be 
it from us to say that there is no difference between such air 
and that of more open and healthier districts! On the con- 
trary, there must be a very important difference; and the 
marked improvement which took place in the sanitary condition 
of the poorer inhabitants of Hamburg, during the time they 
occupied the temporary shelter provided for them after the 
late destruction of the town, not only shows the necessity for 
giving the poor more air, but also makes us almost wish for a 
good fire in the older parts of London. Still this difference, 
we fear, cannot yet be detected by our imperfect science ; and, | 
even if it could be so, Dr. Letheby endangers the success of | 
his appeal by provoking a discussion on a technical subject. | 
So awful, however, is the evil he calls attention to, that it is_ 
to be hoped that all such minor considerations will be waived, | 
and public attention earnestly directed to the attempt for its | 
removal. 

As though it were desired to give greater weight to the | 
consideration of this subject, the public journals have, within | 
a few days, dwelt upon the very unsatisfactory state of the! 
recent statistical returns of France, where, in fact, the popula- | 
tion appears actually to have diminished of late years. Evi- 
dently parental government has not succeeded in that country 
in securing “the greatest amount of happiness for the greatest 
number ;” and the student of the philosophy of history might | 

















derive a very useful lesson from the examination of the causes | 


of so singular a phenomenon as the diminution of the popula- 


| 
tion of a country stated to be in the meanwhile increasing in | 
| 
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however, very deep ; and M. de Tocqueville’s work, “‘ L’ Ancien 
Régime et la Révolution,” would enable any one who can see 
beneath the surface of things to lay his hands at once upon 
the root of the evil. As the Times very properly remarked, 
the French were once an enterprising, a thriving, and a colo- 
nising nation ; but that was before the central government had 





_ by such numerous boards and commissions. 


absorbed the vitality of the nation, and had crushed all local | 


and independent spirit of action. 
look upon their government—not to speak it profanely—as 


Frenchmen, now, practically | 


a visible, immediate providence, and expect from it the re- | 


medy for all their wants, sufferings, or misfortunes. 
rarely act for themselves; and so dangerously has the 
modern French legislation interfered with the transmission 
of property, and thence with the spirit of enterprise, 
that there is no inducement to enter upon operations which 
cannot be immediately brought to a successful issue. The 
destruction of the moral independence of the French nation, in 
order to establish the power of the central government, has, 
however, we are convinced, had more to do with the destruc- 


They | 


tion of the national progress than even the mischievous laws of | 


the “ Code civil ;’’ although it may here be mentioned, broadly, 
that, in consequence of the laws of inheritance, it is often made 


a part of the marriage contract, expressed or understood, that | 


only a certain number of children are to be born. Our rulers 


would do wisely to ponder over these things, and to pause in | 


the dangerous course they seem to be entering upon, of con- 
tinentalising our institutions. Local and municipal liberties 


| sented to reduce the assessment to £3000, subject to a refer-|) 
ence to arbitrators, and to a case to be submitted to the Court! 


often produce very absurd results; but the fearful lessons of | 


the ancient Roman, and of the modern French, centralisations 
ought to suffice to warn against their imitation. 


| 


But, alas! our rulers will not learn by the experience of | 


others. Long since, when the Bill for establishing Partner- 
ship with Limited Liability was before the Legislature, we 
called attention to the absurd manner in which all the precau- 


tions of the French Jaw of “ Jes Sociétés en commandite”’ had | 


been neglected by our awkward copyists. 
the Royal British Bank only “ point the moral” of our obser- 
vations. For if our law of partnership with limited liability 
had contained some provision by which every person connected 
with the management of the concern had been personally and 
pecuniarily responsible for his acts, we should have been spared 
sowe, if not most, of the gigantic frauds of the day. The 
“ gérant,” or managing director, of any French société en com- 
mandite is so responsible; any partner who interferes actively 
in the management of the business, from that very fact, be- 
comes liable to the last farthing of his property, and is liable 
to all the consequences of the debts of the concern. If we 
had possessed such a Jaw, would the directors of some of the 
lately exposed companies have dared to allow their nominees 
to scatter the funds committed to their charge in the foolish, 
perhaps the culpable way, they have done ? 

In the meanwhile the Times is very bitter against the late 
directors of the British Bank for tolerating the misdeeds of 
the manager; but we would ask, how it is that immaculate 
journal continues to take no notice of the conduct of Mr. C. 
Pearson in the matter of the royalty upon the gas sold by the 
Great Central Gas Company ? or how it is that the reports of the 
Necropolis Company are not presented to the world? There 
is so very unfair a spirit exhibited in the remarks of the leading 
journal upon some of the late examinations in the Court of 
Bankruptcy, that it is impossible to resist the application of 
the “ et tw quoque” principle to their known author. 

We call the attention of the manufacturing public to a 
decision of the Islington Magistrates, by which the burning of 
clay for ballast has been declared a nuisance. Without entering 
at all upon the question as to whether or not that operation 
constitute a nuisance under the terms of recent enactments, we 
earnestly call upon those interested in the commercial prosperity 
of the country to consider the possible consequences of leaving 
trade operations exposed to the caprices of the class of brief- 
less barristers, from which the police magistrates are usually 
selected. Brick burning is, doubtlessly, a nuisance to many 
people; but bricks are so essential to our comfort that they 
must be made somewhere; and really it seems to us that the 
decision of the cases connected with their manufacture should 
be left to a higher tribunal than a mere stipendary magistrate. 
It is true that, under some circumstances, there is an appeal 
from the decisions of these ‘“ learned Thebans;” but that 
step involves such a loss of time, such an outlay, and so much 
anxiety, that it is never resorted to until the last extremity. 
The decision in this clay-burning case certainly ought to be 


” 


The disclosures of | 


| 


| from making any profits in the county of Surrey, so that even|| 


| such a concern ought to be rated at all, the Parish of Putney/|| 





carried before a superior tribunal ; and the brickmakers ought 
to combine to defend their rights in a case which affects them 
all. A Manufacturer’s Defence Association is, however, we 
repeat, an absolute necessity at the present day, when attacks 
are being made upon the commercial interests of the country 


It.is not the Central Administration alone which has as- 
sumed an attitude so hostile to private industry; for the 
various municipal and parochial authorities have lately acted 
towards railway gas and water companies in. the same unfair 
spirit. The conduct of the Dover Local Board of Health 
towards the formerly established purveyors of water; that. of 
the Local Board of Worthing in the matter of the sale of 
breeze; and that of the suburban parishes in the matter of 
rating the works of public companies, may all be appealed to 
as illustrations of the existence of a feeling that such public 
companies were fair objects of plunder. The rating case 
between the Parish of Putney and the Chelsea Water- Works 
Company is of this character, and we think that it is one of 
the most monstrous instances of extortion we have lately 
heard of. The parish authorities coolly asked to fix the rate- 
able value of the company’s property at £8000 a year, no 
doubt in order to ensure an appeal which would enable their 
law officers to make a good bill of costs; and then, without 
even trying the case before the Quarter Session, they con- 





of Queen’s Bench. The peculiarity of the case lies in this,| 
that the Chelsea Company is specially precluded by its Act 





it it be granted, for the sake of argument, that the profits of | 


can have no claim to a share of them. The only rational | 
principle for assessing the rate in that parish appears to us to 
be upon the rental of the land, increased by the letable value’ 
of the works, irrespective of the profits made elsewhere. 
When will companies discover that it is their interest to force 
this subject upon the attention of the Legislature? The 
whole law of rating is, indeed, iu such an unsatisfactory and | 
disgraceful state, that some decided measure ought to be|| 
adopted for removing the blot upon our statute-book. | 
We have lately heard of some such extraordinary instances | 
of robbery committed upon the water companies of London by | 
some of the minor Government establishments; and the house-'| 
hold consumption of water, under the constant delivery system, | 
is increasing at such a fearful rate, that the question of water | 
meters forces itself upon our attention. The self-styled sanitary | 
reformers may, indeed, assert that no stint or limit should be | 
placed upon the use of that necessity of civilised life ; but the || 
practical result of the waste, which has far too often accompa-|| 
nied the introduction of the constant supply, must be eventually | 
to ruin the water-works companies, or to increase the burthen 
of the water rates, unless it be checked. The parliamentary | 
maximum rate of 6d. per 1000 gallons is surely moderate 
enough ; and we are convinced that in the end both the con-| 
sumers and companies would gain by the sale of water by 
measure. If this be so, the next question which arises is with | 
respect to the best meter; and, as we propose to examine it | 
carefully, we take this opportunity of inviting our correspond- | 
ents to favour us by any information they may possess upon— | 
1. The various descriptions of water meters; 2. Upon their | 
mode of action; and, 3, Upon their merits and defects. | 
The towns of Southampton and Croydon, and the metro-|| 
polis itself, seem to be as far removed as ever from the solu- | 
tion of their sewerage difficulties. What a commentary do | 
these facts, or the total ruin of the village of Sandgate, offer 
upon the assertions so boldly, so impudently made at the | 
Brussels Congress last autumn! Will they who run after po- || 
pularity stop to read it? \| 








Circular to Gas Compantes. 


Tue recent half-yearly meetings of the metropolitan gas com- 
panies indicate a progressive recovery from the depression conse- 
quent upon the low price of gas and the high price of coals and| 
other materials. The Imperial maintains its 10 per cent. dividend) 
in spite of Mr. Broadbent’s hostile attitude and the expenses, 
attached to a suit in Chancery. The South Metropolitan di- 
vides 6 per cent., and adds a bonus of £1 per share to its divi-| 
dend-paying capital. The Western increases its dividend to, 
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5 per cent. ; and the Surrey Consumers’ receives from its con- 
tractor a sum equivalent to 39 per cent. on the gas rental, 
which enables it to divide 8 per cent. on its paid-up capital. 
The balance-sheets of the respective companies present few 
points for comment, but we have again the satisfaction of re- 
cording our approbation of the clear and lucid manner in which 
that of the South Metropolitan is prepared, and which requires 
only to have the quantity of coal carbonised inserted, to render 
it a perfect model of what such an account should be. That 
of the Surrey Consumers’, however, discloses an illegal state 
of affairs which we feel under the necessity of pointing out. 
This company is authorised to raise £150,00) in shares, and 
has power to borrow £35,000 in the manner set forth in the 
24th section of its act, which enacts that— 


It shall be lawful for the ene to borrow on mortgage such sums of 
money as may from time to time be authorised to be borrowed by order of a 
general meeting of the company, so that there be not owing by the company 
on mortgage or bond at any one time any greater sum than one-third part of 
the paid-up capital of the company for the time being, and in no case more 
at any one time than £35, 


The balance-sheet informs us that the paid-up capital is— 
On the original shares .. .. .. .. «. £69,760 14s. 
» new » 41,286 0 


oa .* oe oe 





£111,046 14 
and there has been raised on debentures, and 


by a loan from the London and Westminster 
Bank . £41,200 0 


We direct attention to this matter in no unfriendly spirit, 
| but in these days of commercial laxity, it behoves directors to 
confine themselves rigidly to the powers granted to them by 
Parliament, and to seek further powers should those already 
possessed be inadequate for the accomplishment of the intended 
object. It should be borne in mind that money illegally lent 
to an incorporated company cannot be recovered at law ; and 
that the London and Westminster Bank has virtually no secu- 
rity but the honour of the directors for a large proportion of 
its loan to the Surrey Gas Company. 

The general meeting of the Great Central Company is fixed 
for the 24th inst., when further information will be elicited as 
to the position and prospects of that undertaking. 

The gas interest will find an able representative in the House 
of Commons in the person of Mr. E. G. Salisbury, the new 
member for Chester, who is in some measure indebted for his 
seat to the popularity he has acquired by a transaction similar 
to that which unseated Mr. Apsley Pellatt, the late member for 
Southwark. Mr. Salisbury has been carried into Parliament by 
a successful amalgamation of the two competing Chester gas 
companies; whereas the cry of “‘ Pellatt and Gas Monopoly” 
was fatal to the pretensions of an otherwise popular candidate. 
The steady advance in the price of the ammoniacal com- 
pounds, now so much used as fertilising agents throughout 
the country, compels us once more to direct attention to the 
large waste of ammonia which takes place not only in most of 
our provincial gas-works but also in many of the metropolitan 
ones. Asa general rule, it seems to be considered sufficient, 
even in London, to sell the ammoniacal liquor at a reasonable 
price ; but when we know, as we now do, that twice as much 
ammonia exists in the gas as is contained in the ammoniacal 
liquor, we feel that the directors of the gas-works, even in 
London, are at present only realising the homely adage of 
“ saving at the tap and letting flow at the bung.” We have 
heard no end of outcry concerning the value of London sewer- 
age in an agricultural point of view ; and we doubt, if the nitro- 
genised elements of that sewerage could be condensed into a 
tangible and portable form, the Guano islands of the Pacific 
would be as worthless as if covered with ‘the Bog of Allen.” 
It is now, however, pretty well conceded that to extract ma- 
nure from London sewerage is to earn a sovereign at the ex- 
pense of thirty shillings, and the only reasonable question 
connected with that fluid at the present moment seems to be, 
“ How to get rid of it most cheaply.” But widely reverse is 
the case of the ammonia contained in coal gas; it is easily got, 
and can be rendered marketable with the least possible trouble : 
nay more, such is the apparent indifference or ignorance of the 
gas world at large to its value, that we venture to assert, with- 
out much fear of contradiction, that nine-tenths of the gas 
jcompanies in Great Britain would allow any respectable 
manufacturer to remove the ammonia from the gas they 
send out, without even dreaming of asking anything for 








‘jit. We specially record this as the existing state of 
{things at the present moment, because we feel that so | 











| remarkable a condition of affairs cannot long continue with 


sulphate of ammonia as it is, at £17 and £18 per ton. We 
are told that ‘‘ there is a tide in the affairs of men which, 
taken at the flood, leads on to fortune,” and certainly the am- 
monia tide in reference to gas is now at its flood for all those 
who have talent and industry to take advantage of it. The 
ammoniacal liquor question is a worn-out tale, and the modes 
of dealing with it too well known to offer any inducement 
to those whose aim is “ progress ;” but the impure gas still 
remains as it was twenty years ago, and with reference to the 
ammonia contained in the purifying materials little or nothing 
has been done. True, indeed, Mr, F. J. Evans, of the Char- 
tered Gas-Works, Westminster, is now utilising this ammonia 
to a very great extent, and deserves the thanks of his profes- 
sional brethren for pointing out a way which all may follow ; 
but this is the exception, and stands painfully apart, rebuking, 
as it were, the apathy which it cannot stimulate into exertion. 
In ventilating or reoxidising the sulphuret of iron formed in 
the purification of the gas, Mr. Evans finds sufficient ammonia 
evolved from each one of his 18-feet-square purifiers to satu- 
rate one ton of sulphuric acid, and convert it into a pure white 
sulphate of ammonia. Can a fact like this pass unnoticed ? or 
are we no better than savages, willing to throw away gold to 
gather tinsel? Here is a plain, simple tale, capable of demon- 
stration at any moment, and which shows that without ex- 
pense, and positively with benefit to the surrounding neigh- 
bourhood, a ton of sulphuric acid, worth say £8, may be made to 
absorb an article hitherto wasted, and by which the ton of acid 
is greatly increased in weight, and is positively increased in 
value from £8 to £18! We wish to draw no Californian 
comparisons ; but, if this waste is allowed to continue, it will 
not surprise us to see some interference on the part of the 
public to secure to the country a source of wealth now so 
cruelly neglected by its unconscious or indolent possessors. 











Conununicated Articles. 


CLAY VERSUS IRON RETORTS. 
By Rozerr Monro Cartstiz, Esq., C.E. 

Were it necessary to offer any apology for bringing the subject 
of the comparative merits of clay aud iron retorts before gas manu- 
facturers, it would be that I consider it has been, and now is, one 
of the most vital importance to gas companies generally. I wi 
therefore, to treat it in an unprejudiced and open manner (of course, 
in conformity with my own experience), and not, for fear of con- 
tradiction, omit any point on which I may think I hold ideas not 
generally recognised. 

The subject is one which will not allow of statistical proof being 
given of the different details discussed, it being regarded by many 
boards of directors a case requiring the most strict secrecy, and by 
almost all of such importance as to warrant them at least from 
giving unnecessary information thereon. I must, therefore, ex- 
press my opinions in general assertions, giving such proof or de- 
monstration as lies in my power. 

Before, however, entering on the details, I think it desirable to 
give a general sketch of the various sorts of retorts used; of clay 
retorts, their manufacture and manner of setting, and such ideas as 
suggest themselves in treating these points. 

n doing this, and throughout these remarks, I would crave the 
indulgence of those readers whose experience would lead them to 
consider some of the statements trivial, and almost to them axio- 
matic; however, I think I ought not to omit anything that may 
render the matter treated of more complete. 


Of Retorts and the Shapes egy yea of all shapes, that | 


which has been most used since the introduction of gas-lighting, 
has been the D-shaped, of all possible varieties and sizes, varying 


from 10 inches wide to 4 and 5 feet, and from 10 inches high to 2) 


and 3 feet; the more general sorts, however, being the smaller, 
12 in. by 12in., 14 in. by 14in., and 14 in. by 16in. Probably, by 
the introduction of clay retorts, the shapes have been considerably 
altered. I think the D-shaped will ere long be almost entirely 
superseded by the following, viz.:—Circular, 13 to 15 inches in 
diameter, and oval, 14 to 15 inches high, and 18 to 24 inches wide; 
likewise a modified shape between the D and oval, having the 
sharp corners of the D taken away, and thereby approaching the 
oval in shape. There are innumerable other shapes, each engineer 
pleasing his own fancy; but I consider the latter three sorts men- 
tioned are the best adapted for economical and eflicient working— 
the selection depending on circumstances. The circular I consider 
an excellent-working retort, and in small works may be used with 
every benefit: for wear and tear it has advantages perhaps over 
any other shape; it is calculated to heat well, and, I may say, 
might be adopted in any position where an oval or D-shaped would 
be used of a breadth not exceeding 18 inches. It is, I think, im- 
material which of the remaining two kinds mentioned are used. 





I may, however, state, that in very small works it might some- 
times be advantageous to use a large D-shaped retort. 
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The use of clay retorts has been known for many years, although | 
it is comparatively lately that they have come into almost general | 
use in the leading metropolitan and provincial works. One might 
almost with reason a7 that the profession have been slow in adopt- 
ing a process so decidedly in advance of former experience. But, 
undoubtedly, the exhauster (which is only a comparatively recent 
discovery) has been the instrument that has made clay retorts a 
practical machine in the hands of the engineer. The trials that 
were made with clay retorts without an exhauster, and, in many 
cases, with wet-lime purifiers, resulting with certainty in failure, 
acted greatly against their introduction, and do so even up to the 
present time. Many other obstacles have been in the way to their 
more extended use, such as the prejudices of directors, and but too 
often backed up by the opinion of engineers and of subordinates, 
including the workmen. The want of experience in setting and 
working, the want of experienced workmen in their use, and the 
necessity of having machinery that could be depended on to form 
a proper exhaust—these difliculties are now generally overcome, 
an the results not, I think, to be disputed. 

I would notice some of the above points more particularly, as 
they form the basis of the advantages to be obtained by clay 
retorts; the setting is of primary importance, which, if not well 
executed, their duration will not exceed that of iron retorts. Clay 
retorts, I have not a doubt, may be set and worked well to last ten 


modify this opinion, and allow, say 13 to 2 inches pressure to be 
kept on the retort, and thereby with a certainty avoid the un- 
desirability of having the gasholder filled with a gas more nearly 
approximating to the specific gravity of our pure atmosphere; but 
on no account further t ee against this contingency do. 
I think extra pressure should be kept on the retorts. 

I would avoid saying a word about the management of iron 
retorts. In afew years I have no doubt that in such a place as 
the metropolis, should we wish to see any, we shall only be enabled 
to do so by paying a visit to the British Museum. 

With these general preliminary remarks, I would now enter 
into the details of the relative working of iron and clay retorts, 
taking as a standard-sized retort one with an internal area equal 
to a D shape, 14 inches by 18 inches; likewise considering that 
the the coals we are dealing with are the usual Newcastle coals as 
used in the metropolis; or, in fact, the metropolitan working of 
eight years ago, compared with that of the present day, where clay 
retorts are properly understood—and, undoubtedly, in some of the 
metropolitan works they are managed with admirable talent. 

The following are the heads I shall divide the subject into :— 


1. Original cost of retorts, including labour and all materials ne- 
cessary to place them in working condition (but not any 


ironwork). 
2, Cost of wear and tear, considered with reference to the quantity 





years. This may seem startling to some; let us, therefore, consider 
the subject more particularly with reference to the fuel account. 


complex, more fuel must be used to keep up the required heats; 
and, therefore, the saving of wear and tear would be counterbalanced 
by the excess of expenditure for fuel: and, on the contrary, you 
may diminish the supports in setting, so that the saving of fuel 
would likewise be exceeded by extra cost of wear and tear; there- 
fore, it follows, there is a point to be ascertained where departure 
in either direction would a injudicious. The system of setting I 
have adopted, and which I consider possesses the advantages above 
specified, is—First, that you have arches, carefully and properly 
built entirely with fire clay—no mortar being used; and all parts 
on which the fire may impinge to be at least 9 inches in depth of 
fire brick-work. This I consider essential for a small fuel account. 
The flues to be all of large dimensions, and of the least possible 
complication; the arches to be full size, to allow the heated air to 
be thoroughly absorbed by the retorts and their charges before it is 
drawn into the chimneys. These conditions being complied with, 
the retorts should be well as their entire length—this 
being done by a series of 44-inch walls, these walls being formed 
with as small a quantity of materials as possible, so that a perfect 
and strong et is maintained throughout ; the openings in these 
walls being left out for the free circulation of the heated currents 
of air—the walls being from 11 to 13 inches apart from face to face, 
and carefully built round the external area of the retorts—this 
forming the continuous support the retorts require. 


The manufacture of clay retorts is now thoroughly well under- 
stood, and entirely on the respectability of the manufacturer does 
the quality depend, like all other articles of commercial enterprise. 
The system of manufacture adopted is as follows :—To procure a 
good fire clay, such as the Newcastle or Stourbridge. This clay 
ought, before being used, to have had a long exposure to the at- 
mosphere; it may then with advantage be mixed with broken fire 
bricks, &c. The mixture is then ground and passed through the 
pugmill for thorough admixture and then used; some manufac- 
turers, however, consider that by allowing it to remain for some 
few days after the pugging process is completed is of advantage, 
| giving greater ease and facility in working the clay, being rendered 
| of a more plastic nature by the delay. The building of the retort is 
| then performed by hand; some makers, however, moulding the length 

in one piece. Both methods of manufacture I have used with equal 

| Success. The hand building is performed by small lumps of clay 
| being pressed against the side of a mould or drum the required 
| shape, and this continued till a height of 8 or 10 inches is obtained ; 
| this is then allowed to get to a consistency that will allow another 
|8 or 10 inches to be added, and this continued till any length of 
retort is obtained, the end always being kept perfectly moist to 
| ensure perfect adhesion throughout the whole The retort is then 
dried, which is, perhaps, one of the most important processes of 
the manufacture; if not carefully and properly dried, cracks will 
show all over the surface, and the colour of the fracture will not 
be uniform, and the retort essentially bad. After being dried they 
| are placed in the kiln and burnt, avoiding in doing so any draughts 
‘that would irregularly burn the retort. When finished they should 
| show a uniform colour in fracture and uniform texture, not being 
| of a flinty hardness in any part. 


| As I have before stated, the exhauster is the machine that has 
'made clay retorts capable of being worked at all in large works; 
‘its use being to take the pressure entirely off the retorts by pump- 
ing the gas from the hydraulic main, and forcing it through the 
| various stages of purification, and into the gasholder. The pressure 
left on the retorts I am decidedly of opinion ought to be (excuse 
| the Irishism) no pressure at all; that is, there should be a perfect 
| equilibrium, the pressure of gas in the retort being exactly equal 

to that of the atmosphere surrounding it; but as some of our more 








As supports are added to the setting, and the draughts made more | 


of gas made. " 

| 8. Cost of labour and materials required to keep them in good! 

condition while in use. 

| 4. Cost of labour in producing the gas. 

5. Cost of fuel to produce amount of heat required to distil the 
coals. 

6. Quantity of gas made per ton of coals, and results, and general) 
directions, | 

1. Original Cost, Sc.—Let us take one arch of, say, 7 retorts; 
the cost would be as follows :— 








| 7 iron retorts—7 tons, at £6. 10s, a hin eee 
Materials and labour in setting ia) igh Tate eas] Oe | 
Cost of 7 iron retorts .. .; ~. «ae os 

7 clay retorts, 10 feet each, or 70 feet run, at 7s. .. £2410 0 
Materials and labour in setting os 1010 0 
Cost of 7 clay retorts .. . oo «oe £35 0 0) 


or, for one iron retort, £8; and one clay, £5. 


2. Cost of Wear and Tear, §c.—Iron retorts shielded in the usual 
manner, as worked in the metropolis and in the large provincial 
towns, where good heats were maintained, had an average duration 
of ten months—in some works this was over the average, and in 
others it was under—and before this duration was obtained they 
were often in a condition that made it a question whether or not it 
was judicious to work them so long. I think some engineers will | 
agree with me when I state that latterly an opinion was gaining || 
ground that working iron retorts up to their fullest extent with 
shorter durations than ten months was the more economical me- 
thod. An objection might be made to the above duration, stating 
mismanagement as the cause: this I deny; as the same manage- 
ment that used the iron now use the clay retorts, with the results 
I am about to state. However, in the comparison I am about to 
institute, I shall allow an average duration to iron retorts of twelve 
months. Clay retorts, as I before stated, may be made to last 
ten years; but to set them to obtain this fren 4 would be at the 
sacrifice of fuel that would counterbalance the advantage obtained : 
therefore, let us examine what is our present experience on this 
point. 

It is no doubt true that even 5 or 6 years ago engineers had 
not the experience in setting they now possess, and therefore cla 
retorts have not had that trial that would enable us to obtain suc 
positive statistical proof as we have about iron retorts ; but never- 
theless, there exist now, in some of the metropolitan works, clay 
retorts that have been set and at work for 4, 5, and 6 years; and 
23 to 3 years’ duration may be seen almost in any work where they 
are used, and were pa set. I do not hesitate to state that 
clay retorts, well and carefully set, having reference likewise to the 
fuel used, will last, doing good work, with any doubt, for 4 years; 
and some engineers, I feel assured, will consider it expedient to 
make their working duration of a longer period. 


Iron retorts, when first put to work, will produce say 3500 feet 
per retort in 24 hours; but by the time they are condemned as 
unfit for further use, this is considerably reduced, many causes 
affecting iron when they get old that do notinjure clay retorts. It 
is my opinion that 3000 feet per day is a good average production 
of iron retorts. I shall, however, take 3200 to make comparison 
on; and therefore an iron retort during its whole existence would 
produce 1,168,000 cubic feet of gas. 

_ Clay retorts, during the latter part of their use, are not so sub- 
ject to incidental evils as iron retorts, being easily patched up, and 
otherwise more easily kept in repair, and will produce, when old, 
nearly as much as when new. Clay retorts may be made to pro- 
duce without difficulty 4200 to 4500 feet per retort in 24 hours; 





careful engineers would be frightened at such a risk, I would 





but let us take 4000, which may be produced in any small works 
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with short or single retorts, and therefore it follows that with a 
clay retort we can produce, during its whole duration, 5,840,000 
feet of gas, or a value for wear and tear for iron (not taking into 
consideration their original values) five times greater than that 
of clay. 

3. Cost of Materials and Labour required to keep them in good 
condition while working.—This more particularly applies to clay 
retorts. One portion of the labour, viz., flue-cleaning, and re- 
moving carbonaceous deposit, &c., I think, will fairly balance each 
other: in each sorts the flue-cleaning being considerably in excess 
with iron retorts, and removing the carbonaceous deposit being in 
excess with the clay retorts. These items, under any circum- 
stances, are small. e clay retorts, lasting so much longer than 
the iron, require annually a new furnace; and, therefore, clay 
retorts ought to be charged with this item. Cost of renewal, 
labour, and materials would amount to say £2. 5s. per furnace. 
Another more important item may come under this head, viz., the 
expense of engine and exhaust power, which must be charged 
lentirely against clay retorts. In treating this part of the question 
‘it will be necessary to assume the extent of works with which 
\T am dealing; this will likewise form a basis for deductions here- 
‘after. I will assume, therefore, that the works are capable of pro- 
ducing, and do produce, say 365,000,000 cubic feet of gas annually, 
—or carbonage, 38,421 tons of coals. The machinery required for 
such works would be as follows: two engines, two exhausters, 
two boilers, driving gear, and connections. I estimate the whole 
of these could be erected complete for £2000, expense of working 
as follows :— 

Fuel—7 chaldrons of coke per week, at 10s. 








wines 8s 


Materials, oil, &c., ae 10 0 
|| Wages—2 men ar pe sees 28 0 
£68 0 


or £6. 8s. per week, making an annual outlay of £332. 16s.; add 

|| to this— 

5 per cent. depreciation of machinery perannum .. £332 16 0 

And 6 per cent. interest on capital, or il per cent. 
en a ar eC ee 


552 16 0 


0 0 


Deduct 1-fourth for services performed, apart fro 


CE ows aa Oa | ner ae OR se - des ee EEE 


or, total cost of machinery perannum £414 12 0 


4. Cost of Labour, §c.—The usual method adopted in drawing 
and charging the retorts is by giving a gang of men a certain 
number to draw and charge during the twelve hours. The number 
is the same now with clay retorts as it was with iron; and actu- 
ally, though much more coal passes through the hands of these 
men, the work has not been increased, clay retorts offering much 
greater facilities in drawing; and therefore, from what has before 
been stated, clay retorts possess an advantage over iron in the ratio 
of 4000 to 3200. But I think the following method of arriving at 
| this point is more accurate and nearer the truth :—By estimating 

the cost per ton of coals carbonised for the following classes of 
labour, viz.:—Foremen of stokers, stokers, firemen, coke-hole or 
barrow men, where no stage is used; flue-cleaners, purifier-men, 
and engine-men, where clay retorts are used. For the above class 
of labour, the carbonisation of each ton of coals used to amount to 
from 3s. 3d. to'4s., and with the present system of working clay 
retorts it is done for from 1s. 9d. to 2s. 3d.; or, by taking the 
average, a saving for each ton of coals carbonised of 1s. 73d. 

5. Cost of Fuel, §c.—The method generally adopted to arrive at 
the quantity of fuel used is as follows:—To assume that each ton 
of coals will produce 1 chaldron of coke (this is approximately cor- 
rect). Acting on this assumption as to the total quantity made, and 
deducting from it the total quantity sold, the remaining portion, 
or deficiency, is considered as having been required for fuel. Let 
us suppose 100 tons of coals are used; 100 chaldrons of coke will 
||be produced; and, if 70 chaldrons are sold, there remains a de- 
|| ficiency of 30 chaldrons in each 100 chaldrons, or the assumption 
||is, that 30 per cent. of fuel has been used. Taking the best-con- 
‘ducted metropolitan and provincial works some eight or ten years 
| ago, I assert that their fuel account was not under 28 per cent. of 
that made. I have known many works—and some now exist— 
that I do not hesitate to state used, or now use, from 35 to 45 per 
cent. of the fuel made. Let us consider our present experience 
with clay retorts. Some of the best-conducted metropolitan works 
do not require more than 18 per cent. of fuel, and the engineers 
will tell you they confidently believe that they can reduce this to 
15 per cent. Other works take 20 and 22 per cent. to heat the 
retorts: so, from these facts, I consider I am quite justified in 
stating, that at least 10 per cent. of fuel is saved by working clay 
retorts, as compared with the experience of iron some eight years 














ago. 

6. Quantity of Gas produced by each Ton of Coals, §c.—With the 
old system of iron retorts, Newcastle coals of fair quality, measured 
at the station-meter, produced from 9000 to 9200 cubic feet of gas 





very usual quantities, or an increase with clay retorts of, say, 500 





per ton. With clay retorts, as usually worked, 9500 to 9800 are | 


feet from each ton of coals. The quality of the gas in the latter | 


case, ee is is not so good as in the former. The facilities 
that clay retorts give to the engineer, with exhaust power, to 
make such gas as he desires, are considerable, I am satisfied. It 
might seem to many injudicious to treat this part of my subject 
with openness and candour, as it might tend rather prejudicially 
to the interest of gas companies, and therefore I shall omit entering 
more particularly into it. I may, however, make the general 
statement, that T conden there has been large benefit derived by 
gas companies under this head; and let any engineer who doubts 
this examine his rental immediately after the introduction of clay 
retorts, and I think it will be found that it has largely increased 
—with increased manufacture, expenses oe ye sm y diminish— 
and other satisfactory results follow. I shall allow your readers to 
| draw their own deductions. Gas manufacture, like every other 
| production of commercial enterprise, must keep pace with the 
| times; and who will deny that 1000 cubic feet of gas, as now sup- 
| plied — metropolis, is not a fair commercial equivalent for 4s. 
or 4s. 6d. ! 

I shall now make a general deduction from the statements. I 
have taken the quantity of gas produced during the year to be 
365,000,000 feet. To generate this quantity would require 312 
iron retorts worked out. To produce the same quantity with clay 
retorts, 62 would be required; therefore, the item of wear and tear 
would be as follows :— 





Si3 irom votorts, a6 ZG. .. 2. os vo ce vo £2408 O 0 
62 olay retorts, at £5.. .. .. «2 «2 of « 312 0 O 
Balance in favour ofclay .. .. .. .. £2184 0 0 


| 


Cost of furnaces and machinery—62 retorts, or 9 
arches, worked for four years, would require 9 
new furnaces for three years, or 27 furnaces, 
ee ee ek 
Engine expenses, &o... .. «2 os oc of o 4141 








Balance in favour ofiron.. .. ». «.. £475 7 O 
ference of cost shown was 1s. 74d. per ton: 

Therefore, 38,421 tons, at 1s. 7}d., = £3121 in favour of clay 
retorts. 

Fuel saving estimated at 10 per cent.: 10 per cent. on 38,421, 
would be 3842 chaldrons of coke—say at 10s., = £1921 in 
favour of clay retorts, 

Quantity of gas per ton of coals estimated at 500 feet per ton: 

Therefore, 38,421 tons, at 500 feet per ton = 19,210,500—say at 
2s. 6d. per 1000 = £2401 in favour of clay retorts. 

There are, as I before stated, other advantages under this head, 

which I, however, would not enter into. From the above it would 

appear that, in making a balance-sheet for one year from the above 

data, it would show an advantage to be gained by clay retorts of a 

most important amount, as under :— 











In favour of Clay Retorts. Do. Iron, 
Wear and tear .. £2184 0 0 — 
Furnaces and machinery .. _— Ss £475 7 0 
Labour account .. a ee A SS _ 
ea a a, _— 
Gas produced i a _ 
£9627 0 0 £475 7 0 
475 7 0 
£9151 13 0 


or £9151. 13s. in favour of the use of clay retorts. 

I do not expect that engineers will agree with these views 
generally. Many arguing in favour of iron retorts I doubt not 
could show better results in their management than I have allowed, 
and similarly with those who would advocate the advantages of 
clay retorts; I have endeavoured to take a middle course with each 
sort. Should this commmnication be the means of inducing any 
discussion on this most important subject, so as more effectually to 
establish the truth of any doubtful point, I shall be satisfied. I 
intended giving some few remarks on other matters, such as brick 
retorts, &c., but the length of this communication has far exceeded 
any anticipation I had on commencing the same. [ trust, how- 
| ever, that the importance of the subject will be an excuse for its 
publication. 

76, King William Street, April 8, 1857. 








egister of Pew Patents. 
2160.—Rozert Etmy Garnoop, of Chelmsford, in the co. of Essex, 


drawing off and passage of air, gas, steam, water, and other fluids, or for 

any other purpose for which the same may be applicable.” Patent dated 

Sept. 16, 1856, 
These improvements consist in the adoption of the principle of the tele- 
scope-slide in the following manner :— 

An outer barrel or cylinder either having or not having a stuffing-box 
, at one end, and towards the other end a chamber and seating for a valve. 
A tube or pipe fitting in and working or sliding through the first- 
| described barrel. This inner or sliding-tube is fitted with a valve, having, 
when necessary, a collar of leather or other suitable material on its inner 





plumber and glazier, for ‘* Improvements in stop-cocks and valves for the | 





5 0) 
2 0 


Labour account required to carbonise 38,421 tons of coal; the dif-| 
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end next to the supply, and having through its sides, under or near the 
valve, openings or orifices for the inlet of the air, gas, steam, water, or 
other fluids, so that the same fluids may pass through the sliding-tube 
without obstruction, and be discharged at the other end. 

The opening and closing of the valve is effected by means of'a lever, or 
other suitable handle or instrument, attached to and having its fulcrum 
on the outer barrel or cylinder. To this lever is attached a connecting- 
rod, which is carried down and affixed to the nozzle or projecting end of 
the sliding or inner tube; or, instead of the lever or handle, the opening 
and closing of the valve may be effected by a ball, weight, float, spring, 
or screw. 

The lever or handle being depressed, the sliding-tube lifts the valve 
and enters the supply-chamber, by which means the openings or orifices 
are exposed to the fluids which enter through them, and are discharged 
at the other end of the sliding-tube. ‘ 

By thus adopting the sliding-tube, the spindle, guide, and other in- 


dispensed with, and a full and unobstructed passage through the inner 
tube or water-way is obtained. 

The superficial area of the valve and tube as used may be smaller than 
can be used when a spindle-valve and guide are used; consequently, the 
resistance to the opening of the valve is lessened, and the concussion and 
recoil when closing is prevented, as in lifting or pressing in of the tube 


the fluid, and in closing they are gradually returned into the outer barrel, 
by which means perfect command under high pressure is obtained. 

The claim is for a combination of such parts as have never before been 
used, as shown in the drawing, and described in the specification ; that is 
to say, the fixing of a valve upon a hollow tube, containing orifices or 
openings, and the arrangement of such orifices or openings so that the 





the valve may be closed gradually and without concussion, 
| 2196.—Cuantes Freperick VassEror, of the firm of Wells and Vasserot, 
45, Essex Street, Strand, London, for ‘Improvements in filtering water 
on a large scale.” Patent dated Sept. 19, 1856. 
| The patentee proposes to filter more rapidly by either augmenting the 
pressure above the filter, or diminishing that below it, and employs appa- 
| ratus for the purpose which needs drawings for its comprehension. 


2263.—Gzrorcr Natt, wholesale brewer, of Northampton, for “ An im- 
1856. 
two or more burners above, and is surmounted by a hemispherical or 


similar shaped dome. 


| its diffusing light and heat at the same time. 


“Improvements in apparatus for measuring gas and other fluids, and in 
regulating the flow of the same.’ Patent dated Sept. 27, 1856. 





| ing the specification intelligible. 


Dated Oct. 3, 1856. 
| This invention has for its object improvements in gas meters, and the 
same are applicable when constructing what are called dry meters, and, 
! also, what are called wet meters, For these purposes the gas is supplied 
'to the measuring part of the apparatus by means of tubes of vulcanised 
‘india rubber, or suitable material, and the gas is conveyed away from 
| the measuring parts of the apparatus by other like tubes. An induction 
' and an eduction tube are connected together by bent metal tubes, the two 
| ends of which enter cups or vessels containing quicksilver. The one end 
‘or other of each of the connecting tubes of a meter is caused to dip into 
‘and be removed from the quicksilver by the branch-pipe being on an 
|axis, which is actuated by a weighted arm, which is raised by tho 
| measuring apparatus when rising and falling, and such weighted arm falls 
over when moved beyond the vertical position. The measuring apparatus 
| consists either of two flexible vessels, which are expanded and contracted 
| by being filled and emptied, or of two inverted vessels immersed in 
water. By this arrangement, cocks and valves are dispensed with. In 
place of using quicksilver, as the means of stopping and admitting the 


| plained, such passages (being made of flexible and elastic material), may 


| applied to them by the falling over of a weighted arm, as above described. 


| 


provement in purifying coal gas.’ Patent dated Oct. 7, 1856. 
The object of this invention is to separate the ammonia from gas by the 


| fibre, combined in order that the acid may be used in what are called dry 
gas purifiers, In carrying out the invention, it is preferred to employ 
wood sawdust combined with sulphuric acid, and in practice it has been 
found that the acid is most advantageously employed when at a specific 
gravity of 1425: but the inventors do not confine themselves to this 
strength. The sawdust, or other woody vegetable or animal fibre in the 
dry state, is first combined with the acid, and for each hundred weight of 
dry wood sawdust about 168 lbs. of acid, of the strength above mentioned, 
is applied ; but the patentees do not limit themselves to these proportions, 
and when the same have been well and intimately mixed, it is exposed to 
a heat of about 250 Fahrenheit, in a stove or otherwise, until the woody 
or vegetable or animal fibre is thoroughly carbonised, and the sulphuric 
acid absorbed by the carbon thus formed : in this state it is a light and 
dry porous matter, and offers no obstruction to the passage of the gas. 
This compound is applied on the shelves of ordinary dry gas purifiers in 








ternal obstructions generally used, and necessary in cocks or valves, are | 


the orifices or openings in the sides of the same are gradually exposed to | 








fluid may be admitted and passed through the tube gradually, and so that | 


| 
| 
| 


proved union gas stove for lighting and heating.’ Patent dated Sept. 27, | 
This invention consists of a pedestal, through which the gas is carried to | 


The claim is for the use of a transparent or semi-transparent entire 
dome, with its attending parts, for the purpose of economising gas by | 


2266.—Wir11am Smirn, of Skinner Street, Snow Hill, London, and | 
Naruaniet Forresque Tayior, of Stratford, Essex, gas engineer, for | 


| This invention consists principally in the construction of the details of the | 
| meter, which require drawings (27 in number) for the purpose of render- | 


2318.—Lemvet Wettman Wricut, of Sydenham, Kent, engineer, for | 
“ Improvements in gas meters.” Provisional protection only obtained. | 


| the question which arises in the case, and it is certainly one of principle. | 


|flow of gas through the induction and eduction passages, as above ex- | may b l _& question i 
| Upon what principle the mains and staticns, which lie within the parish of} 


|be caused to stop the flow of gas through them by external pressure, | 


2349.—Wirt1am Marriorr and Davin SuepeEN, of Huddersfield, in the | 
co. of York, agricultural and manufacturing cbemists, for “ dn im- | 


| application of sulphuric acid combined with wood or vegetable or animal | 





the same manner as other materials are used in such descriptions of puri- 
fiers: the inventors, however, first spread on the shelves a quantity of 
those materials which have been previously used, and which are well|| 
saturated, in order to prevent the fresh materials coming in contact with| | 
the shelves so as to injure them by the action of the acid; and on such 
layer, on each shelf, they sp over two or three inches ofthe fresh 
materials, In order to ascertain whether the gas is thoroughly freed from | | 
ammonia, it is tested from time to time with tumeric paper, which will | 
be turned to a reddish colour if there be ammonia present, but will || 
remain unchanged when the gas has been purified from ammonia. | 
The claim is for the application of sulphuric acid in dry gas purifiers || 
first combining the acid with wood or other vegetable fibre, or with || 
animal fibre, so as to thoroughly carbonise the same. | | 
| 





PROVISIONAL PROTECTION | 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. | 
686.—Cart Hemwrich Jutrus Witnem Maxrmiian Lrermany, of || 
Fartown, Huddersfield, in the co. of York, warehouseman, for “ Jm- || 
provements in the purification of water ; and the preparation of materials |' 
requisite for the process.’ March 9, 1857. | 
708.—Joun Rosert Rew Humrrys, of Salford, in the co. of Lancaster, | 
Master of Arts, for ‘ Improvements in apparatus for burning gas.’ || 
March 12, 1857, 
769.—JozL Witiams, of Mold, in the co. of Flint, engineer, for ‘“ Jm- || 
provements in cocks and taps.” March 19, 1857. 
833.—ALFRED Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me- 
chanical draughtsman, for “ An improved construction of water-meter.” || 
March 25, 1857. 
NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED | 
WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. || 


| 2757.—Joun Wiiu1am Crane, of White Street, Borough, London, for || 





“* Improvements in preventing, removing, ing, and cond ig smoke | | 
and noxious vapours, and in apparatus for those purposes.” Novy. 21, || 
1856. 
2824.—Cuarites Wit1iam Sremens, of John Street, Adelphi, London, | 
for ‘* Improvements in fluid-meters.” Nov. 29, 1856. | 
2842.—Grorce Jutivs Vertue, of Northam, Southampton, merchant’s | 
clerk, for ‘‘ An improvement in deodorising sewerage waters and sewerage || 
matter when lime is used.” Dec. 1, 1856. 
3041.—Wiri1am Epwarp Newron, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, || 
civil engineer, for ‘* Certain improvements in meters for water and other || 
liquids.” Dec, 23, 1856. || 
683.—Henry Ricuarp Satu, engineer and machinist, of Wellingborough, | | 
Northamptonshire, for ‘* Certain improvements in manufacturing and 
purifying gas made from coal or other bituminous substances for illumi- | 
nation.” March 9, 1857. || 
833.—ALFreD Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me-|| 
chanical draughtsman, for “ An improved construetion of water-meter.” |, 
March 25, 1857. 1| 


Legal Intelligence. 


REIGATE SESSIONS. 
WeEpnEsDAY, APRIL 8, 1857. 
(Before J. W. FresuFiewp, Esq., and a Bench of Magistrates.) 
THE CHELSEA WATER-WORKS COMPANY, APPELLANTS, 0. THE PARISH OF 
PUTNEY, RESPONDENTS. 

This case, which it was considered would occupy some considerable time, | | 
the rate appealed from being no less than £8000 per annum, has, to use a | 
technical phrase, “gone off” for the present, as will be seen from the sub- || 
joined report of the proceedings. 

Mr. Lusu and Mr. Francis, instructed by Messrs. Few and Co., appeared | 
as counsel for the appellants. , 

Mr. Jones and Mr. Garta, instructed by Messrs. Hare and Whitfield, 
es as counsel for the respondents. | 

Mr. Jones, addressing the Bench, said: May it please you, sir, will you 
allow me to mention the case of the Chelsea Water-Works Company, ap-| 
pellants, against the parish of Putney, respondents. It is an appeal by the | 
Chelsea Water-Works Company against a rate which has been made in the | 
parish of Putney upon their stations and mains. My friend, Mr. Lush, is here | 
on behalf of the company, for the purpose of supporting the appeal; and [| 
am here with my friend, Mr. Garth, for the purpose of maintaining and up- | 
holding the rate. My friend and myself have very anxiously considered | 


| 
| 








The question may be very shortly stated. It is a question of this kind—| 


Putney, are to be assessed? We find that there is not a uniformity of| 
opinion upon the subject in the decided cases; and even if there were, 
whatever decision may have gone forth hitherto, would hardly furnish a 
guide in this case, seeing that there is this peculiarity in the case, that by 
the act which establishes the Chelsea Water-Works Company, they are pro- 
hibited from distributing water in the parish of Putney. Therefore, of 
course, whatever precedent decisions may have found, it must always be 
a very doubtful question upon what principle the rate is to be assessed. 
Under these circumstances, subject to the approbation of the Bench, my 
friend, Mr. Lush, and I, think that the best course to be adopted would be, 
to allow a case to be stated for the opinion of the Court of Queen’s Bench. 
And as the investigation of the facts, which would be necessary to be 
entered into, for the purpose of raising the data on which the decision of 
the court would have to proceed, nore necessarily, occupy a vast space of 
time, we think it would be a saving of expense to both parties, and also a 
saving of time to the court, if arrangements were made for the purpose of 
having all the facts in dispute settled by the two gentlemen of great emi- 
nence, who are engaged by the company, on the one hand, and the parish 
on the other. 

The CuatrMan: You are not likely to agree on the facts? 

Mr. Jonss: I think the gentlemen en are persons of so much emi- 
— and so much candour, that, in all probability, they will agree upon 

‘acts. 
Mr. Lusu: It will be more a matter of fi than facts, 
Mr. Jones: Yes; but in order to provide for the contingency of their 
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differing, we also think it ‘proper that in case of their differing they shall 
themselves have the power to name somebody who will decide between 
them. 

The Cuarrman: What is your application? 

Mr. Jones: Our application is, that the Bench wonld be pleased, in fur- 
|therance of the object of the parties, my friend, Mr. Lush, consenting on 
| behalf of the company, to make an order for the amendment of the rate, 
‘subject to the decision of the Court of Queen’s Bench upon a case to be 
stated. 





| way to settle the question; which will affect not only this parish, but other 
parishes also through which the water passes. 
| The CHarRMAN: Subject to a case to be settled by a third person if the 
parties should differ. 
Mr. Lusu: I believe there will be no difference between us as to the 


to settle it. 
The Cuarrman: You will be kind enough then to endorse your briefs. 
Mr. Jones: If you please, sir. ? 
An order was Gaseaben made by the Court of Quarter Sessions, reducing 
at once the rate charged against the Chelsea Water Works Company from 
| £8000 to £3000; which is to be subject to such further reduction as may 
be hereafter determined under the special case to be submitted to the Court 
' of Queen’s Bench. 





SOUTHWARK POLICE COURT. 
WepneEspbAy, ApriL 8, 1857. 
(Before Mr. Boyce Combe.) 
THE SURREY GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY U. THOMAS SUFFIELD. 


This was a charge preferred by the Surrey Gas Company against the 





13, Bermondsey Wall, for stealing gas. 

Mr. Boppy, secretary to the company, appeared on behalf of the prosecu- 
tion, Mr. SoLomon for the defendant. 

Mr. Boppy, in opening the case, stated that this was a charge preferred 
aguinst the defendant for having caused a pipe to communicate with a pipe 
belonging to the company without their consent, and by such means surrep- 


| were instituted under the Gas Companies’ Clauses Act, 10 Vic. c. 15, which 
,in substance enacted that every person who should lay a pipe down for the 
' purpose of communicating with the meter belonging to the company, without 

their consent, should forfeit the sum of £5 for every such offence, and also the 
' sum of 40s. for every day.that the pipe should soremain. The charge was sim- 
| ply for having caused such a pipe to be laid down. The defendant no doubt 





Mr. Lusn: Sir, I quite agree, on behalf of the company, that it is the best | 


statement of the case. We have provided, in case there should be a | 
|| difference, that the matter shall be referred to some gentleman at the bar | 


| 


' must have Weatherall here, who is the party giving the information to the | | 


it. Isaw it at night-time, b: i There were li burning i 

shop window am a ron. a — 
xamined by Mr. Sovomon: The which you now put into my hand 

is not correct. It is left-handed. The meter is on the right hand there. | 

It is not exactly as the meter is fixed. } 

Mr. Come: It is incumbent on the company to show that the alteration | 
is made without their knowledge. 

Mr. Sotomoy: Sir, I think I can shorten this case, and save a 1 deal 
of trouble. There is no doubt that gas has been improperly used, but my 
client was not aware of it before his attention was ca Ted to it on the night 
in question. My client has been a customer of this company, I believe, | 
since its first existenee. He has about thirty burners in the shop. The| 
lights are what they call fish-tail lights. Some of them consume a very | | 
small quantity of gas,and are very seldon alight, because they are not | 
required. They are only alight for about an hour in the winter time. | 

Ir. Boppy: The defendant, being a gasfitter, renders it the more neces- | 
sary to make inquiries into the circumstances. 

Mr. Soromon: When this charge was made against my client, he im-| 
mediately said, “ I am ignorant of it,” to the party who has just given his 
evidence. It is evident, from the plan itself, that Mr. Suffield would not be 
guilty of fraud in any such slight degree. Men have been tothe place, taken | 
the amount of gas consumed, and they have never discovered it. My client is 
a most respectable man; and there are a host of people in the parish to 
confirm that. 

Mr. Coss: If you are not satisfied with the explanation, Mr. Boddy, you | 





} 


| company. 1} 


defendant, Thomas Suffield, who is a plumber and gasfitter, residing at No. | 


| titiously abstracting and using the gas belonging to them The proceedings | 


| instructed one of his men to make this communication, by which means he | 


|' was enabled, in the month of May, 1856, to fit up two gaslights in his shop 
| window, and those lights were constantly kept alight till the 20th of March 
|| last. In consequence of information of the circumstance having been brought 
_ to the offices of the company, they immediately sent two of their servants 
| at Rotherhithe, together withan inspector, to view the premises on the even- 
ing of that day. They found that the defendant was at home. 
| Mr. Compe: Am I now to enforce a penalty for an offence committed in 
| May 
Mr. Boppy: No; only in March last. The parties went and examined the 
gas fittings belonging to the premises, and they there discovered a pipe very 
| ingeniously connected with the company’s pipe, which was carried under 
‘the stallboard, and thence to two gas burners in the window, which it sup- 
| plied. He had no doubt that the offence amounted, in fact, to felony; but 
the company had thought fit to take these proceedings under their own act; 
| and at the same time they must urge upon his worship to inflict a heavy 
| penalty, in order to stop these matters, which were constantly occurring, 
and which even respectable tradesmen were committing. 


| your gas? 





| pany. 

. Mr. Compe: You have not laid it under the words of the clause. 

|} Mr. Boppy: In what respect? 

|| Mr. Compe: The words are, “ Every person who shall lay, or cause to be 

|\ laid.” You have not said a word about “laying.” You said the pipe “ com- 

|, municated.” 

|| Mr. Boppy: I beg your pardon. 

| Mr. Compe: No; you omit the words “to be laid.” The offence must be 
for having laid, not for communicating. 

|| The Crerx: In a summons you have the power to amend. 

| Mr. Cone: If you alter it, you come under the jurisdiction. You state 

|| they laid the pipe in May? 

Mr. Boppy: I am instructed to state so from information and belief. 

Mr. Compe: There may be some other words that will do. Why did you 





| Mr. Combe: Your charge is for improperly laying a pipe and burning | 


| Mr. Boppy: The charge is for having Jaid a pipe unknown to the com- | 


have used it through a means that you did not know of? If you like me | 


|, to word it in that way, I will. In the way the first clause is framed, you 
|, must prove when they laid the pipe. 

|| Mr. Boppy: I shall be able to prove that part of the case. 

|| Mr. Sotomon: The question is, whether we did cause a pipe to be im- 
| | properly laid. We will consent to the amendment. : ; 
|| Mr. Compe: You can say, “ improperly burning the gas supplied by this 
|, company.” 

| | Mr. David Hunter, jun., having been sworn, deposed: Iam the manager of 
the Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company. Iremember going to the defendant's 
premises, No. 13, Bermondsey Wall, on the 28th of March last. The defend- 
ant is a gasfitter and plumber. I saw the defendant, and told him he was 
burning gas without its being registered, and without paying for it. I dis- 
covered that by kneeling down and feeling a small connection with the 
meter, which was an unusual thing. I got up and told the inspector that 
there was such a thing. It is not usual for the company to put a pipe of 
the description I saw there; it is not necessary. 

‘| Mr. Compe: That is prima facie evidence for you, Mr. Boddy. 

|| The witness continued: It is a universal thing for the company to supply 
|| gas through the meter. I found the connection I speak of before the 
|| meter. f ‘he witness here had a paper handed to him. This is a correct 
|| Sketch of what I observed. It shows the pipe, the meter, and the small 


|| Pl 

|| Mr. Soromoy objected to the witness giving evidence from the sketch 
| | handed to him. 

Mr. Combe overruled the objection. 

|| | The witness continued: This plan, which [hold in my hand, is a correct 
!' sketch of the premises. I know it is correct, because I took a good look at 














Mr. Boppy: I will consent to an adjournment; but I am instructed to ask 
for the highest penalty you can inflict. | 

Mr. Combe: If you can prove your case without this explanation given 
by them, it presses very hard on them. | 

Mr. Boppy: You must be aware how difficult it is to find out these cases. | | 
- is only by information that we receive in this way that we discover | 

em. 

Mr. Sotomon: Your witness is not here who gave the information, and I 
am very desirous to have him here. 

Mr. Combe: If they do not consent to an adjournment for the purpose 
of his production, I have no right to make them. 

Mr. SoLomon: You are asked to believe that my client has been burning 
gas surreptitiously; but what is his conduct? 

Mr. Combe: I do not think you can satisfy me about that. 

Mr. Soromon: What does he say when he is charged with the offence? 
He says, “I had a lad in my employment named so and so.” Ifa man 
were guilty would he give up the name of the person? That party goes to . 
the company, and says, “ My master is burning gas improperly.” What 
does he do then? Does he come forward and confirm the statement? 

Mr. Compe: Your own plan shows that you were burning gas; but you | 
say that you believed you were paying for it. A gasfitter must be sup- | 
posed to know all about such a matter. 

Mr. Setomon: I will call before you a host of people to this man's 
character. 

Mr. Combe: I cannot hear about the man’s character. 

Mr. Sotomon: It is admitted, I believe, that these burners are very 
seldom lighted; but it did happen that one was lighted on the night in 
question. We say we were burning gas, but not with the intention of 
burning it improperly. 

Mr. Compe: What do you ask for? 

Mr. Boppy: For the full penalty. 

Mr. Combe: £5? 

Mr. Boppy: Yes. | 

Mr. Compe: £5, and 2s. costs? 

Mr. Boppy: Yes; we are continually having these cases Iam sorry to say. 

The defendant was accordingly fined £5, and 2s. costs, which was im- 
mediately paid. 








DIGEST OF LAW INTELLIGENCE. 


Retatine to Gas Licutrrnc, Water Svpriy, aNyD SANITARY 
IMPROVEMENT For 1856. 

RESPONSIBILITY OF ENGINEERS.—SCOTT 0, THE CORPORATION OF LIVER- | 

POOL AND HAWKSLEY. 

Vicr-Cuancettor’s Court, Jan. 12.—In this case Mr, Hawksley, the 

engineer for the corporation of Liverpool, demurred to a bill filed by the | 
plaintiff, the contractor for the Liverpool water-works, for payment of 
the amount due for such works, By the plaintiff's contract, he was to 
execute the works according to Mr. Hawksley’s directions and subject to 
his awards and certificates. The allegations against Mr. Hawksley were, 
that he had refused to certify that certain works had been done, so as to 


not take it that they have improperly used your gas, namely, that they | enable the plaintiff to recover payment ; and, secondly, that he had de- | 


clined to act as arbitrator, as he was bound to do by the terms of the , 
contract. There was a stipulation in the contract to the effect “that it | 
shall not be competent for the said contractor or the said corporation to 

except in law or in equity to any hearing or determination before or of | 
the said engineer, or to afy certificate, order, or award here proposed, 
made or executed by such engineer, on the ground of any want of juris- 
diction, or excess of authority, or irregularity of proceeding, or otherwise 
howsoever.” It was contended for Mr. Hawksley, that according to this 
stipulation he was exempted from all responsibility, and hence he de- 
murred to the bill. The Vice-Chancellor (Sir J, Stuart) pronounced 
strongly against such a stipulation, which would exclude the jurisdiction 
of any court, however fraudulent or improper the conduct of the engineer 
might be. He said that he should only treat such a stipulation as. 
waste paper, and overruled the demurrer. i 


LOCAL BOARDS OF HEALTH.—THE QUEEN ¥, THE CORPORATION OF 
HALIFAX. 
Court or Quren’s Bencu, Jan. 12.—The corporation of Halifax, | 
acting as the Local Board of Health, had caused damage to the cellar of 
William M‘Vine, the prosecutor, by a sewer; and application was made 
for a mandamus commanding the corporation to make compensation for 
the damage the Board of Health had committed. Lord Campbell, after 
commenting severely on the conduct ot the Board of Health, made the 
rule absolute. 


POLLUTING A WATER-COURSE.—CASSELLS ¥, TAYLOR, 
Vice-Cnancettor’s Court, Jan. 24.—The plaintiff, a clergyman at 
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| pipe during the severe frost of February, 1855. 


| 
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Batley, in,Yorkshire, sought to restrain the defendants, who are mill- 
owners, from polluting a stream which runs through the plaintiff's glebe. 
The plaintiff had on two former occasions been compelled to take legal 
proceedings to preserve the purity of the stream. The defendants ad- 
mitted the legal right of the plaintiff when an action at law was brought 
against them in 1855, and made an arrangement for supplying their mills 
from another source, but in so doing they had injured the left bank of the 
brook and raised the bottom of it by drain pipes, so that the impurities 
deposited by the running water were not cleared away by floods. The 
main defence was, that the plaintiff had not written to the defendants 
requiring them to alter their course of proceeding, and as he had thus 
unnecessarily brought the matter into Chancery he ought to pay the 
;/ costs. The Vice-Chancellor (Sir J. Stuart) thought that unnecessary 
| litigation could not be fairly charged against the plaintiff after what had 
occurred, and granted an injunction with costs. 


|| POLLUTION OF A RIVER.—THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL ¥, THE LUTON LOCAL 
BOARD OF HEALTH. 
|| Vicx-Cuancettor’s Court, Fes. 7.—An injunction was moved for on 
| behalf of Mr. Leigh, the owner of Luton Hoo Park, to restrain the Local 
|| Board of Health from opening sewers into the River Lea, near Luton ‘so as 
, to bea nuisance, or injurious to public health.” Before the Board of Health 
|, commenced their operations, the town of Luton was drained principally into 
|| dumb-wells or cesspools, ‘Those had since been discontinued, and sewers 
|| were constructed that emptied themselves into the Lea, the water of which 
| river, it was alleged, was thus polluted to such an extent, that farmers could 
| no longer wash sheep in it, for the animals came out of the water dirtier 
|| than they went in. In addition to ordinary sewerage, refuse from the 
| straw-plait manufactories, containing oxalic acid, were carried into the 
‘river. Itwas contended for the defence, that the increased impurity of 
|| the water is attributable to the increase of the town, and that it had not 
|, been aggravated to such an extent as to entitle the plaintiff to stop the 
|| proceedings of the board. ‘The Vice-Chancellor (Sir W. P. Wood) said 
|| there could be no doubt as to the plaintiff’s right. The river flowed 
|| through his park, and was a private water-course. By section 145 of the 
|, Public Health Act, the defendants were prohibited from using such a 
water-course without the consent of the owner or occupier. In the pre- 
| Sent case, consent had not been given, and “ whatever rights by way of 
||easement might have been previously acquired by the inhabitants, the 
Board of Health, a new body, had acquired no such prescriptive rights.” 
|| There was no doubt, he said, the nuisance had been greatly increased by 








| the operations of the board; and, though there might be doubt with re- 


{| 


| spect to restraining the defendants from permitting existing sewers to 
| empty themselves into the river, from the impossibility of providing for 
| the drainage of the town by any other means between that time and the 
| hearing of the case, the injunction must be granted as to the execution of 
| any future works. 

DAMAGE FROM A WATER-PIPE,—BLYTH ¥ THE BIRMINGHAM WATER- 
| WORKS’ COMPANY. 
| Court or Excurqurr, Fes. 6.—This was an appeal from the county 
| court at Birmingham, in which a verdict, with £38. 12s., had been given 
| to the plaintiff for damage done to his premises by the bursting of a water- 
i It was now contended 
for the defendants that there had been no negligence on their part, and 


|| that the accident was occasioned by a severity of frost unknown since 1814, 


| against which extraordinary circumstance they could not provide. The 
| court took that view of the case, and gave judgment for the defendants, 


THE BOGHEAD COAL CASE,—GILLESPIE ¥, RUSSEL AND SON, 


Court or Srssion, Epinsurcu, Fes. 14.—In this case Mr. and Mrs. 


| 
| 
| Gillespie, the owners of the Torbanehill estate, sought to set aside the 


| lease granted to Messrs. J. Russel and Son, on the ground of fraudulent 


"| representations. 


The previous question which had been raised, whether 


; or not the the Torbanehill mineral is a coal, having been decided against 


| the plaintiffs, it was now contended on their behalf that the defendants 


had made fraudulent misrepresentations, and thus obtained their lease of the 
property at less than its real value. Messrs. Russel were the lessees of the 


| adjoining Boghead mineral field, and they had good reason to believe thatthe 


|, same stratum of Boghead coal extended into Torbanehill. 


|| pectation that ‘a coarse parrot or gas coal” might be found, and that a 


The conditions 
of the lease they obtained were, that they should pay a royalty of 6d. per 
224 ewts, on all the coal produced. During the negociations Mr. Gilles- 
pie’s agent wished to introduce a stipulation that if gas coal were found 
on the lands a higher royalty than 6d. should be paid, but on the repre- 
sentation of the defendants that the proposed royalty was offered in the ex- 


royalty of 6d. in the 223 ewts. would amount to more than a tenth of the 


| produce on common coal, the lease was granted. The Torbanehill estate | 
|’ had been worked by a former tenant and relinquished; but in the hands | 


of the Messrs. Russel abundance of the Boghead coal was found. The 
case had been brought before the Lord Ordinary, who decided in favour of | 
the defendants ; and appeal was now made to the Court of Session. The 
Lord President confirmed the decision of the Lord Ordinary, stating that 
there was no ground for the charge of fraud, as the owners of the land had | 
full opportunity of ascertaining the value of the minerals it contained, and | 
the relinquishment of the working by the former tenant showed that it 
was a questionable speculation whether the gas coal which had proved so 
valuable would be found there. Even if the defendants had well-founded 
expectations that the same stratum of Boghead coal extended to the adjoin- 
ing lands, they were not bound to tell the owner of the property, with | 
whom they were making the bargain, all the grounds on which they | 


| founded that opinion. 


| collect any toll on any road within the limits of the special Act. 


| 


POWERS OF THE BOARD OF HEALTH.—CLAYTON ¥, FENWICK, 
Court or Quren’s Bencu, Fes. 22.—The defendant in this case had | 
removed the turnpike gates within the borough of Tynemouth, which he | 
claimed to be justified in doing under the powers of the Local Board of | 
Health, derived from the provisional order of the General Board of Health. | 
That order incorporated with it section 50 of the Towns’ Improvement 
Act, 1847, which enacts that the trustees of any turnpike road shall not 
The 
judges pronounced their opinion, seriatim, as they differed from the chief- 





justice. Mr. Justice Erle said the provisional order would injure the pro- 
perty of the mortgagees of tolls, and such a regulation as that proposed 
could not be necessary for applying the Public Health Act. Mr. Justice 
Coleridge still more strongly expressed his opinion against the provisional 
order, observing: ‘‘ It appears to me not maintainable to hold that the ex- 
istence of a toll-gate across a road, or the collecting a toll there, has any 
connection whatever with the health of the inhabitants.” Mr. Justice 
Crompton concurred in opinion with Mr. Justice Erle. Chief-Justice 
Campbell considered the provisional order to be authorised by the Public 
Health Act, and to be strictly applicable to the sanitary condition of the 
town, by removing obstructions to taking exercise. He conceived, there- 
fore, that the Board of Health had authority to make the proposal to the 
Legislature that there should be no such impediment in Tynemouth to 
wholesome exercise and recreation, and to the means of carting away ac- 
cumulations of filth, As the three other judges were of an opposite 
opinion, judgment was given in favour of the plaintiff. 


ASSESSMENT OF GAS-WORKS,— PRESTON GAS COMPANY, APPELLANTS; 
OVERSEERS OF PRESTON, RESPONDENTS. 

Preston Perry Srsstons, Marcu 11 anp 18,—This was an appeal 
against an increased poor-rate made on the property of the Preston Gas 
Company, who were assessed at £3500, the assumed net rental of the 
works. At the hearing of the case on the first day, it was stated that the 
dividend paid by the company was £7800, though the income was only 
£5126, the reserve fund having been had recourse to to make up the 
deficiency. Previous to making the rate now appealed against, the com- 
pany were assessed at £1963, the increase having been made in conse- 
quence of an enlargement of the company’s works to meet the increased 
supply. Mr. Fisher, a valuer employed by the company, estimated the 
annual rent of the works at £2441, and the gross rateable value at 
£35,000, exclusive of retorts £4000, gas holders £1000, purifiers, con- 
densers, and other apparatus, £13,697. The court took a week to con- 
sider their decision. They adopted for the purpose of rating the valua- 
tion of the works, calculating the annual value to a tenant, making 
allowance for depreciation, insurance, &c. By a majority only, the ma- 
gistrates had decided to include the value of the meters in the assessment, 
but they were unanimous in including the gasholders and purifiers, valued 
at £13,697, the meters being valued at £8000. The grounds on which 
the majority founded their decision to include the meters in the assess- 
ment were : that the company were occupiers, under their Act of Parlia- 
ment, of that part of the building on which their meters stand; that the 
meters do not add to the value of the house, therefore the tenant cannot 
be assessed for them. Notice of appeal against the decision was given by 
the gas company. The appeal came before the Lancashire Quarter Ses- 
sions, held at Preston on the 4th July ; when an arrangement was made 
between the parties, by which the meters were withdrawn from the 
assessment, and the rateable value reduced from £3243 to £2827. 





ASSESSMENT OF PIPES,—THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY ¥. THE 
PARISH OF ST. LUKE. 

Mipptesex Sessions, Fes. 15.—This was an appeal against an assess- | 
ment of £50 on the wires of the Magnetic Telegraph Company, which | 
were laid in pipes underground for the distance of half a mile through | 
St. Luke’s parish. It was contended on behalf of the company that) 
there was, in fact, no rateable value after allowing the legal deductions 
on which assessment could be made. The balance of the company’s 
receipts over working expenses for the year ending June 30, 1855, was) 
£8314. 6s. 1d., and apportioning to the half mile the whole of the re-| 
ceipts for messages into and out of London, the net earnings would be | 
£7. The statutable deductions, including annual costs, interest on capital | 
invested, a reasonable per centage on tenant's profits, the depreciation of | 
stock, property separately rated, &c., were estimated at £15. 6s. 8d., | 
which would considerably override the profits arising in the parish. The | 





assessment of £50, if applied to the whole of the company’s lines, would | 
amount to £201,100 annual value, a greater sum than the cost of the | 
whole construction. Mr. Huddleston, the counsel for the parish, said he | 
wished to save further expense in litigation, and would submit to a no- | 
minal assessment. An order of court was thereupon passed, reducing the | 
£50 assessment to 1s., each party to pay their own costs. 
ASSESSMENT FOR A COVERED SEWER.—THE QUEEN ¥, THE JUSTICES OF 
MIDDLESEX. 











| the same time giving power of redemption. 


| act empowers the local authorities ‘ to assess every house, building, or 


| ought to have been made, not ry | on the houses now built, but ought to| 
| have included houses to be built 


Court or QurEn’s Bencu, Aprit 21.—The board for the repair of the 
highways in the parish of Hornsey, having covered over an open sewer, | 
according to the provisions of the Nuisances’ Removal Act, 1855, assessed 
the expense incurred upon upwards of one hundred houses, ‘The assess- 
ment was made for an annual payment, and a resolution was passed at 
The legality of the assessment 
was disputed on several technical grounds, the principal of which were, 
that the assessment and the resolution were inconsistent; and, that as the | 





premises then, or at any time thereafter,” using the sewer, the assessment | 


ereafter. All the judges concurred in | 
making the rule absolute for issuing a warrant to enforce payment, the | 
resolution not being a part of the assessment, and it being impossible to} 
assess property which does not exist. 
OPENING THE STREETS.—THE BOARD OF WORKS FOR ‘ST. OLAVE’S DIS- 
TRICT, ¥. THE SURREY CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 
Sovrnwark Porice Court, May 17 anp June 6,—A summons had | 
been obtained against the Surrey Consumers’ Gas Company, for having 
broken up the pavement of Vine-street without proper notice. The sum-| 
mons had been obtained under the 109th clause of the Metropolis Local | 
Management Act, which provides that “no gaslight company shall at any | 
time break up, or open any such pavement, surface, or soil, for the pur- 
pose of laying down any new mains of pipes, without the consent in 
writing of the said vestry or district board.” In another part of the same | 
clause, it is provided, that any gaslight company may break up the pave- 
ment for laying down and attaching to mains and pipes already existing 
any new service pipes, on giving three days’ notice. ‘Lhe point in dispute 
related rather to the meaning of words than to questions of fact or law. 
The compuny had previously laid down a small pipe along Vine-street, to 
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light the public lamps, and had given notice of their intention to open the 
pavement for the purpose of substituting a larger pipe for the one already 
laiddown. This larger pipe, of three inches diameter, it was contended 
was a new “main,” and that the company should have obtained consent 
in writing before opening the streets. For the company it was asserted 
that they were only substituting a larger service-pipe for one already in 
the ground; and that they had done so in consequence of a complaint from 
the board that the street was insufficiently lighted. After much squabbling 
between the counsel on both sides, the question was got rid of on a 
technical point. The words of the act are “‘ mains of pipes,’ and as only 
one main had been laid down, the magistrate (Mr. Coombe) dismissed the 
\|summons. A fresh summons was then applied for under Michael Angelo 
|| Taylor’s Act, which Mr. Slee, the counsel for the board, said had not been 
repealed by the Metropolitan Local Management Act. It was contended 
| that the words “ mains of pipes,” .in the latter Act, were a misprint for 
“‘mains or pipes,” the former being nonsense; and in Michael Angelo 
|| Taylor’s Act the words were, “a new main or pipes.’ When the ques- 
|| tion again came in its new form before the magistrate, he declined to re- 
|| hear it, unless some new facts were brought forward, Arrangements were 
then made for bringing the case before the Court of Queen’s Bench. 


|| THE DISTRICT BOARD FOR ST, JOHN AND ST. MARGARET, WESTMINSTER, 
| v. THE CHARTERED GAS COMPANY. 

‘| Westminster Porice Court, Jury 9 anp 28.—This case was similar 
'!to the preceding. The complaint was that the gas company broke open 
|| the pavement for the purpose of laying down “mains of pipes,” without 
|| the consent of the Board of Works for the Westminster district, as re- 
,| quired by the Metropolis Local Management Act. It appeared that the 
‘| company had first applied for permission to lay down two mains, but that 
|| permission having been refused, they proceeded, according to the literal 
|| wording of the Act, to lay down one main, on merely giving notice to 
|| that effect, It was further stated, that a contract was entered into by 
the company with the parish, in 1854, for the purpose of lighting it, by 
which contract the parties having the control of the pavement agreed that 
so long as the supply of gas was satisfactory, they would permit the com- 
pany, on request, to break up the pavement for all necessary purposes, 
The counsel for the defendants relied chiefly on the technical point, that 
the Act said “mains of pipes,” and that only one main had been laid 
down. The magistrate, Mr. Paynter, took time to consider the question, 
and then decided it on the broad ground that, as the representatives of the 
parish had covenanted with the defendants to light the parish, they must 
give them reasonable facilities for doing so. With respect to the technical 
objection, he threw it aside altogether. Such a construction of the Act 
was, he considered, absurd, for the plural includes the singular. The 
summons was dismissed, 


OPPOSITION TO COVERING A RESERVOIR.—WHICHELO ¥, THE BRIGHTON 
AND HOVE WATERWORKS’ COMPANY. 

Rotts’ Court, May 23.—This was an injunction to restrain the de- 
fendants from covering over their reservoir, which proceeding was ob- 
jected to by the owner of the adjoining land, because a sheet of water is 
a pleasanter object to look at than a brick ccvering, and the latter would 
consequently diminish the value of the houses to be built round the 
reservoir, The question at issue depended on the construction to be put 
on the words of the covenant, by which the company were restricted from 
making any erections or buildings “except the aforesaid wall and en- 
trance-gates respectively, and except the reservoir as now constructed 
thereon.” It was contended by the plaintiff that the company are, ac- 
cording to the terms of the covenant, not at liberty to alter the reservoir 
in any respect. The defendants, on the contrary, contended that the 
meaning of the words “as now constructed thereon” is nothing more 
than “which is now constructed thereon,” and that it was not intended 
the reservoir should for ever remain the same as it then was. The 
Master of the Rolls considered the signification given to the words of the 
covenant by the plaintiff too limited, and that they meant a reservoir of 
the character or description of that now constructed thereon, To do any- 
thing that was necessary for the reservoir was, therefore, within the scope 
of the covenant; but the defendants could not make it longer or alter its 
form, to make it injurious to the neighbouring property. ‘The objection 
that the brick covering would not be a pleasant object to look upon he 
did not consider valid, as it was merely a matter of taste, and there was 
nothing in the covenant to compel the defendants to keep water in the 
reservoir, The motion for an injunction was refused, the costs being 
made costs in the cause. 


CONTRACT PRICE FOR GAS.—THE SHEFFIELD UNITED GAS COMPANY 
v. YOUDAN, 

Suerrietp County Court, May 23, June 4 anp 5.—This was an 
action brought against Mr. Youdan, a large gas consumer of Sheffield, for 
£45. 16s, 9d. for gas, including meter rent, at the rate of 4s, per 1000 
feet. The defendant paid into court £34. 2s., alleging that, by contract 
with the secretary of the Consumers’ Company, with which the plaintiffs 
amalgamated, he was to be supplied with gas at 3s. per 1000 feet, in- 
cluding meter rent. During the competition between the Old Company 
and the Consumers’ Company, the defendant, it was stated, entered into 
an agreement with Mr. Flintoff, the secretary of the latter, to supply him 
with gas for four years at 3s, The agreement produced was dated Jan, 4, 
|| 1854, and the amalgamation of the companies was agreed to in June 
||0f the same year, from which time the defendant had been charged 4s, 

per 1000 feet. It was alleged by the defendant that he mislaid the 
agreement with Mr. Flintoff, and had paid the company money on ac- 
count, under the impression that when the document was found the 
account would be properly balanced. Mr. Flintoff, in his evidence, cor- 
roborated the defendant’s statement, but admitted that the agreement had 
been ante-dated about a month. It was attempted to be shown by the 
plaintiff’s counsel that the alleged agreement was either not entered into at 
all, or that it was a fraud and collusion between the defendant and Mr. 
Flintoff. In the Amalgamation Act there was a clause which provided 
that all conveyances, leases, mortgages, bonds, contracts, agreements, 
&c., entered into before the passing of the Act, should be binding on either 
| company ; but it was contended that Mr. Flintoff had no authority from 
j= Gas Consumers Company to enter into such a contract with the de- 
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fendant. It was further that if the contract were an authorised 
one, it was made exclusively with the Gas Consumers’ Company, which 
was not defunct, and that the united company were not bound by such 
an agreement. The judge, without going into the detail of the case, 
decided that there was not sufficient evidence to show that the contract 
was binding on the present company, and on that ground gave judgment 
for the plaintiffs, £6 being allowed for witnesses’ and advocates’ fees. 
The defendant was entitled to an appeal. 
NON-REGISTERING METER.—IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY V, PORTER. 


Court or Excurquer, June 9, 12, 20, anp 26.—The defendant, a 
greengrocer in Goswell-street, had applied to the Imperial Gas Company 
in 1844 for 5 burners, to be charged by meter, he having previously had 
2 burners, for each of which he paid £5. 11s. 9d. One condition of the 
agreement was, that if the meter should not register correctly the gas 
was to be charged at a given price per burner. The defendant increased 
the number of burners to ten, but the quantity of gas registered by the 
meter diminished instead of increasing. When the meter was examined 
it was found to act correctly, but the company’s officers at length dis- 
covered, in consequence of information from the defendant’s son, who 
had quarrelled with his father, that the water in the meter was kept so 
low as to allow the gas to pass through without being registered, and the 
float had been kept up by one of the wires being bent. The plaintiffs 
claimed £150 for the gas thus burned. Mr. Baron Alderson was at first 
inclined to stop the case, as it appeared to be a charge of felony, but it 
was subsequently arranged that it should be heard before him in the 
Court of Exchequer Chamber. The principal witness on behalf of the 
defendant was the manager of the mechanical department of Messrs. 
Crossley, the gas-meter manufacturers, who stated that when the meter 
was examined the float was collapsed, which might have been occasioned 
by external pressure, and the collapse had caused the wire to bend and 
stick up the float. The final result of the case, after a long discussion, 
was that a juror was withdrawn, the parties paying their own costs. 


ALLEGED DAMAGE FROM GAS-WORKS.—BROADBENT VU, THE IMPERIAL GAS 
COMPANY. ; 

This much-litigated case was commenced in the Court of Queen’s Bench 
in 1854, when it was referred to arbitration before Mr. Serjeant Channell. 
It then came before the Vice-Chancellor’s Court in June last, and, after 
many hearings, an injunction was granted, Nov. 5. From that judgment 
an appeal was made to the Lord Chancellor, who, after several hearings 
in December, delivered judgment on the 31st of January in the present 
year. The plaintiff is a market-gardener at Fulham, and the ground of 
complaint was that, in consequence of new retort-houses erected by the 
Imperial Gas Company in 1851, to supply the increasing demand for gas, 
his crops were greatly deteriorated, and the health of himself and family 
injured. The new retort-house, which is much larger than the former 
one, is only 40 feet from the plaintiff’s garden, and 260 feet from his 
residence. This retort-house began to be used in 1852, and evidence 
was adduced to prove that damage was thereby occasioned, in the same 
year, amounting to £167. When the case was referred to Mr. Serjeant 
Channell, numerous scientific witnesses were examined on both sides, 
whose evidence was very ae It was stated by the witnesses for 
the plaintiff, that exhalations of sulphuric acid during the quenching of | 
the red-hot coke, and that depositions of soot on the leaves of the plants, 
had seriously damaged the growing crops; and microscopical evidence 
showed that there were depositions of crystals between the bark and the 
wood of the trees. The witnesses on the other side asserted that the 
damage experienced did not arise from the increased contiguity of the 
retort-house, but from other causes; such as the deposition of large 
quantities of lime on an adjoining road, the effluvia from other manu- 
factories, the prevalence of east winds, &c.; and it was shown that 
gardens near other gas-works did not suffer. It was also contended that 
the injury to vegetation would have been much greater if the surrounding 
ground had been built upon, as it would have been but for the gas-works, 
Mr, Serjeant Channell awarded £320 as compensation for damage done to 
the time of his decision ; the costs of the arbitration amounting to £700. 
The use of the retort-house being continued, and a third having been 
constructed, the plaintiff applied to Chancery for an injunction to stop the 
manufacture of gas therein. It was alleged by the defendants that the 
plaintiff’s object was to extort from them a large sum for his lease, which 
he had renewed, some years before its expiration, for 21 years for that 
purpose. Vice-Chancellor Wood considered the award of the arbitrator 
as sufficient proof that serious damage was occasioned by the increased 
proximity of the retort-house, and he granted an injunction to restrain 
the defendants from manufacturing gas in any retort-house nearer to the 
plaintiff’s premises than those in use prior to 1851; the injunction to 
take effect from the Ist of January. The appeal to the Lord Chancellor 
from that decision was made on the 15th of December. The hearing 
occupied four days, and was further adjourned to the 22nd of January 
last, when it was resumed, and occupied three days more. On the 31st of 
January the Lord Chancellor pronounced judgment, confirming the deci- 
sion of the Vice-Chancellor, and dismissing the appeal, with costs. 


INFORMATION UNDER THE LIGHTING AND WATCHING ACT. 


Cueprstow Pouce Court, June 21.—An information was laid by 
Joseph Davies, an inspector under the Lighting and Watching Act, of 
3 and 4 William IV., against the engineers of the Chepstow Gas Company, 
for improperly laying down the pipes. The decision of the case, however, 
turned on the question whether the Act had ceased to be in operation in 
Chepstow. It was proved that at a public meeting convened for the pur- 
pose, it was unanimously resolved that the Act should be abandoned on 
and after the 14th of June, 1856. A protest against the resolution, handed 
in by Davies, was treated as a nullity. The magistrates decided that as 
the Act had been abandoned by the parish, they had no authority to con- 
vict ; each party to pay their own costs. 

NUISANCE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH,—RANSOM ¥, GOODWIN. 

Hertrorpsuire Assizes, Juty 11.—This was an action brought 
against the clerk of the Hitchin Local Board of Health for a nuisance. It 
was alleged that the board had diverted a spring of water from the river 
Hiz, thereby diminishing the supply to the plaintiff's mill; that a further | 
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quantity soaked through into‘a sewer made under the river; and, further, 
that the sewerage had been ed into theriver to the great nuisance of 
the plaintiff, and other mill-owners, The plaintiff, in his cross-examina- 
tion, admitted that the general health of the town had been improved by 
the works; but his own residence, and the ‘residences of his neighbours 
near the river, had been rendered unhealthy. ‘Several witnesses proved 
that the river at the mill, which was formerly clear, is now in 2 filthy 
condition, and that the supply of water had diminished. The de- 
fendant’s counsel submitted to a verdictagainst him, and nominal damages 
were awarded, on the understanding that the Board of Health should do 
something to remove the nuisance. 


VEGETABLE GAS-MAKING PATENTS:—BOOTH ¢, HASSELL—HASSELL ¥. 
BOOTH. 

Vice-Cuancettor’s Court, Jury 16.—These were complicated causes 
depending on the legal signification of agreements between the parties for 
the appropriation and working of patents. Mr. Booth, the plaintiff in the 
first cause, claimed to be the inventor of a process for making gas from 
oleaginous seeds, for which patents were granted to him Nov. 12, 1850, 
and May 8, 1852. The defendant, Mr. Hassell, provided the money for 
taking out the patents, and entered into an arrangement with Mr. Booth 
for working them by means of a company. The company, however, 
failed; and then differences arose, and cross-bills were filed. The bill of 
| Booth against Hassell prayed for an injunction to restrain him from in- 
| fringing the patents ; but as Booth had failed to establish the validity of 
,his patents, in an action brought by him against Mr. Kinnard, the ques- 
tion resolved itself into the construction of the agreement, especially as to 
| the right to hold the patents. In the cross-bill, various charges of fraud 
| were alleged against Booth during the time he was acting for the company, 
but those charges were subsequently abandoned. The hearing of the 
| causes occupied three days, and Vice-Chancellor Stuart pronounced judg- 
| Ment at great length. The main point to be decided, was the question of 
|costs. He first dismissed the cross-bill of Hassell v. Booth, with costs, 
| after commenting severely on the groundless manner in which charges of 
| fraud had been preferred. The principal parts of the original bill were 
| decided in favour of Booth, the defendant being ordered to make over the 
| patents to him, and restrained from infringing them by colourable imita- 
| tion ; and an account was ordered to be taken of the amount of salary 
| due to Booth, at the rate of £300 per annum, With respect to the 
| original bill, it was directed that there should be no costs given to either 
| side up to July, 1854; but that, subsequent to that time, the costs should 

be paid by the defendant Hassell. 


DIVISION OF PROFITS.—BECKETT AND ANOTHER V. THE SHEFFIELD 
UNITED GAS COMPANY. 

Vicz-Cuancettor’s Court, Ave. 1.—The plaintiffs in this cause re- 
presented the holders of C, D, and E shares of the Sheffield United Gas- 
,light Company, and applied for a decree for a division of profits among 
| those classes of shareholders different from that made by the directors. 
| At the amalgamation of the Sheffield gas companies, in 1855, the capital 
| of the United Company was divided into five classes of shares, and it was 





‘that for which the letters patent were granted. To substantiate these | 





| sequently required by the Municipal Chamber to transpose their main 


| against this order, as contrary to their agreement, and as a thing impossi- 
| ble to be done. 


' unless they could prove that the placing of the chief main across the bed 


‘stipulated that on the classes A and B shares not more than 10 per cent, | 
| dividend should be paid so long as the charge for gas exceeded 3s. 6d. per | 


| 1000 feet, and on the other classes 8 per cent. The profits of the company 
| for the first half year, ending December, 1855, amounted to £7915, which 
| was insufficient to pay 10 per cent, and 8 per cent. on all the shares. The 
| directors, thereupon, in the first instance, declared a dividend of 9 per cent. 


on the A and B shares, and the maximum of 8 per cent. on the others. | 


| The directors were afterwards advised that the division of profits should 
| be made rateably, and issued an amended report recommending a dividend 


| of 93 per cent. on the A and B shares and of 7;% per cent. on the others, | 
| and that rateable proportion was confirmed at a general meeting. Theowners | 


‘of ‘the C, D, and E shares protested against that mode of division and ap- 
| plied toChancery for a dectee. Vice-Chancellor, Sir W. Page Wood, pro- 
nounced a decided judgment in favour of a rateable division of profits; 
| the costs of all parties to be paid by the company. 


| INJURY FROM CUTTING A GAS-PIPE.— SCOTT ¥, THE MAYOR AND CORPO- 


RATION OF MANCHESTER, 


Sourn Lancasutre Assizes, AuG. 12.—The plaintiff sought compen- 


‘sation for the loss of his eye, occasioned by a splinter for a cast-iron 
|gas main, which workmen, the servants of the corporation, were cutting 
with a chisel. The corporation defended the action on the grounds that 
| the injury arose from pure accident, and that there was no negligence 
| whatever on the part of their servants. The foreman of the gas-works in 
| Manchester gave contradictory evidence as to the effect of cutting pipes in 
'atrench, He admitted, that occasionally windows had been broken by 
| cident they had put up a screen. Other witnesses stated that whena 
|main is cut in a trench it is not customary to put up a screen. Thejury, 
after consulting an hour, gave a verdict for the plaintiff, with £400 damages, 
| and, in opposition to the opinion of the judge (Mr. Baron Bramwell), they 
| found that the defendants were at fault for not having provided suflicient 
| protection to the public. 
| reversal of the verdict. 


CHARGE OF CONSPIRACY TO DEFRAUD THE LONDON GAS COMPANY. 

Bow Srreer Porice Court, Ocr. 15.—John Jennings, of Brentford, 
gas-fitter, and William Robinson, of Drury Lane, butcher, were summoned 
to answer a charge of conspiracy to defraud; it being alleged that Jen- 
nings, by an ingenious contrivance, prevented meters from registering, and 
that Robinson had employed him for that purpose. The principal witness 
to prove the case (formerly in the employ of Robinson) having, on cross- 
examination grossly prevaricated and shown that he gave no information 


tion did not proceed further with the case, though he said the meter was 
in a state that left no doubt of its having been tampered with. 


ALLEGED INFRINGEMENT OF A PATENT,— HILLS ?, THE LONDON GAS 
COMPANY, 
Court or Excurqurr, Dec. 2 anp 8, — In this case the plaintiff 
brought an action for an infringement of a patent for purifying ges. The 
patent was dated in November, 1849, its original title being “An im- 





| splinters when the operation was carried on in trenches, and since the ac- | 


Leave was given to the defendants to move for | 


proved mode of compressing peat for making fuel or gas, and of manufac- 
turing and of obtaining certain substances applicable to purifying the 
same.” is title was altered a disclaimer which was petitioned 
for in 1853, but not filed till June, 1856, to “An improved mode of manu- 
facturing gas,’ the other parts being omitted. This improved mode of 
manufacture consisted in purifying the gas with hydrated oxide of iron ; | 
and the patentee also claimed the revivification of the oxide after it had) 
ceased to absorb sulphuretted hydrogen, so that it might be used again. | 
The pleas for the defendant alleged that the plaintiff was not the first in- | 
ventor, and that'the invention described was a different invention from | 





pleas, Mr. Croll’s patent of 1840, for purifying gas by oxides of iron, and 
more especially M: . Laming’s patent of 1847, were relied on. It was 
proved in evidence that during the autumn of 1849, Mr. Laming and Mr. | 
Hills were both conducting experiments on the purification of gas at the 
Chartered Gas Company’s works, Horseferry Road; the former with saw- 
dust and water; the latter with muriate of lime and oxide of iron; and 
that during these experiments it was accidentally discovered that the 
oxide of iron, when saturated and blackened by absorption of sulphuretted | 
hydrogen, became restored to its original state by exposure to air. This) 
discovery removed the objection to the use of that mode of purifying on | 
the ground of expense; and Mr. Evans, the superintendent of the Char- | 
tered Gas Company’s works, suggested the revivification of the material 
without removal from the purifiers, by currents of air. These processes | 
were conducted openly, and within 35 feet from the spot where Mr. | 
Hills was conducting his experiments. It was contended that he was, | 
therefore, fully acquainted with what had been done, and had appro- | 
priated the results of Mr. Laming’s experiments in the specification of his | 
patent taken out one month afterwards, The Lord Chief Baron was 


strongly against the plaintiff on all these points, and he directed a non-| 
suit. | 


DIVERSION OF GAS MAINS BY TOWN IMPROVEMENTS.—THE MUNICIPAL | 
CHAMBER OF HAMBURGH ¥, THE GAS COMPANY. 
Hamepurcu Tripunat or Commerce, Sept. 1 anp Nov. 6.—In the| 
course of projected improvements of the city, a fixed bridge, across which 
the main of the Hamburgh Gas Company was carried, was ordered to be 
removed, and a draw-bridge substituted in its place. The Gas Company | 
of Hamburgh, whose works are situated outside the city mvat, were con- 


from the bridge to the bed of the moat. The gas company protested 


The matter was first referred to a commission, with a 
view to effect an arrangement; but that course being found to be im- | 
practicable, the Tribunal of Commerce, at its sitting, on the Ist of Nov., 
made an award, ordering the gas company to comply with the requisition, 


of the moat would endanger the stipulated lighting of the city. 
Miscellaneous News, 
SURREY CONSUMERS’ GAS COMPANY. 

The Half-Yearly General Meeting of the Shareholders in this Company 
was held on Tuesday, the 7th instant, at the Bridge House Hotel—Mr. | 
THomas Pococx in the chair. | 

The Secretary (Mr. Boddy) read the notice convening the meeting. 

A Proprietor expressed a wish to have the minutes of the last general | 
meeting read. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was not customary to do so, though if the meeting | 
wished there could be no objection to such a course. 

The Proprietor said he felt that without this course was adopted, the | 
meeting had no guarantee that the records of their proceeding were accu: ate. | 

The CHArrMaN said, during all his connection with public companies he 
had never seen such a course adopted. If the meeting desired it there was 
no difficulty in the matter, as the minute book was in the hands of the :eere- | 
tary, and the directors had no motive whatever for refusing on ine 

A majority of the meeting at once decided against the proposal. 

The Secretary then read the following :— 

Gentlemen,—Your directors have the pleasure of submitting to you the balance- 
sheet of the accounts for the half year ending the 3lst of December last, together 
with a statement showing the result that has arisen on the transactions of the com- | 
pany for the same period. } 

The accounts have been carefully and minutely examined by your auditors, whose | 
certificate, verifying their accuracy, is thereto subjoined. | 

It will be se.n that the net profit realised during the half year is £4919. 16s. 6d., 
from which your directors are bled tox nd a dividend at the rate of 8 per 
cent. per annum upon the paid-up capital, which, if agreed to, will leave a surplus of 
£320. 13s. 9d. to be carried to the credit of the revenue account. 

A resolution authorising the application of a sum of £4599. 2s. 9d., in payment of 
the dividend above mentioned, will be submitted to the meeting. 

That, upon the Deptford Works coming into the possession of your directors, the 
subject of putting them into proper working condition was brought under their con- | 
sideration, and they were advised that it would be a more ical arrang t 
to abandon the repair of those works, and to supply the consumers of the late Dept- 
ford Company with gas from this company’s works at Rotherhithe, the outlay neces- 
sary in that case being limited to the expense of laying down a new independent 
main, for the purpose of transmitting the gas from Rotherhithe to the Deptford gas- 
holders. In adopting the proposed plan, your directors were satisfied of the large | 

















| diminution of expense, as compared with the cost of placing the Deptford Works in 


a proper and efficient state of repair, irrespective of the charge of maintaining two | 


| separate establishments for the manufacture of gas; and they have the satisfaction 


of stating, now that the work is completed, that the result has fully realised their 
expectations: the whole of the consumers belonging to the late Deptford Company 
have been transferred to this company’s mains, and the manufacture of gas at the 
Deptford premises altogether discontinued. 

Your directors continue to give unremitting care and attention to all matters re- 
lating to the well-being and prosperity of the company; and, while they deem it a 
subject of the highest importance to provide and maintain at all times an ample and 


| continuous supply of gas to the consumers, they at the same time exert a constant | 


till he was discharged on suspicion of felony, the counsel for the prosecu- | 


| 


| table. 


and vigilant supervision over all unnecessary expenditure. mf 
Two directors, viz., Mr. James Laughton and Mr. Hugh Bowditch, and one audi- 
tor, Mr. Nathaniel James Powell, retire from office at this meeting; and, those 
gentlemen being eligible for re-election, severally offer th 1 dingly. 
The CuarrMAN: Gentlemen, the accounts for the half year are on the 
I presume you will take them.as read : 5 
Alderman Wire. Are they the same accounts, sir, that we have here in 
rint? 
The CHAIRMAN: Precisely the same. 
The annexed statement of accounts were then taken as read. 
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| I wish to ask two or three questions. You say in the report that you have 
| discontinued the manufacture of gas at Deptford, and that you do not intend 
| to use the property again except for the sm of gasholder room. What 
| do you intend to do with the other part of the premises? Are the buildings 
| to be allowed to fall down? 

The Cuatrman: The directors have visited the works within the last three 

weeks, and taken asurvey of the whole property. We have it in contemplation 
| to dispose of all that portion of the apparatus that we do not want, and also 
/see if we cannot let to great advantage as much of the property as we ean 
| well spare, leaving enough for the present gasholders, and also for an extra 
| one, if required at any future time. That is the plan we have resolved upon 
| adopting, and we are now in course of carrying it out. 
Alderman Wire: Your answer, sir, is very satisfactory on this point. I 
| Wish to ask another question, however. I find, on examining the credit side 
| of the account, you have paid £20,878 for the Deptford Gas-Works. That 
| was the sum, I presume, awarded for this company to pay > 
| The CuarrMan: It was, 

Alderman Wire: Will you allow me to ask whether the whole of that 
| sum has been paid ? 
| The Cuarrman: The whole sum has been paid. 

_Alderman Wrre: I observe on the other side of the account, that the cre- 

ditors on debentures are set down at £31,200; that there are loans to the 
| extent of £10,000; and sundries (I do not know what that term means), 

£3515. 193. 4d.. This is in the general balance-sheet ; but I observe in the 

half-yearly account there has been no reserve whatever made for the repay- 
| ment of these loans. The only reserve is for the interest upon them. I wish, 
| therefore, to know through you, sir, whether the company have proposed any 
scheme by which these debts, amounting to £44,715, may be liquidated? 
| You are now a up to the hilt of your profits, 

The Ciarnman: The £10,000 is asum which we have borrowed upon very 
| advantageous terms, on the responsibility of the directors. It forms purt of the 
, £20,878 paid, and that portion ultimately must be turned into capital. But 

being enabled as we were, probably through my connection with the London 

and Westminster Bank so many years, to get that money advanced on loan 
| at 43 per cent., we borrowed it, feeling that such a course was preferable to 
| issuing new shares—that is, creating fresh capital—upon which we should 
| have to pay Sper cent. That is just the position we are in. The loan is not 
| paid off yet, and doubtless, ultimately we shall have to convert it into capital. 
| Alderman Wire: At present you have no permanent scheme for paying off 
| these debts ? 

|, The Cuarrman: Certainly not, except the reserve, which this half year 
,issmall. If that should increase to £1000 or £2000 a year, it would form a 
oe of which we might reduce these debts ; but I do not anticipate that 
it will. 

Alderman Wire: We may anticipate this, I think, that our wear and tear 
en year by year; and I observe that there is nothing reserved for 

at. 





} 
| 


| The Crarrman: Yes, we have a reserve for that, when required; but at 
present, you know, our contractor is under an agreement with us to keep the 

works in permanent good order; and, therefore, until his agreement with us 
expires, they will be so kept, without any expense to us. 

| Alderman Wire: Will you further inform me when that agreement does 
expire ft 

The Cuarrman: Last January there were five years to run, consequently 

|, there are now about four years and nine months. 

|| A Proprietor: Allow me to ask, are the works freehold ? 

The Cuarrman: They are. 

Mr. Dvvau: I think I can answer the Alderman’s question. He asks 
whether there is any reserve being made to repay these loans. We can have 
| @ reserve-fund by calling upon the shareholders to pay up the amount of 
|| their shares ; but we have hitherto adopted the other course in preference. 
{| knowing that we thus get the sony at a lower rate. If ultimately it should 
{| turn out to be necessary, we should then call upon the shareholders to pay 

up the amount due upon their shares, or make fresh calls. 

Alderman Wrre : Can you tell me the amount of unpaid calls? 

‘The Cuarrman: If you will look at one side of the balance-sheet, you 
will find that four calls have been made, each of £11,238; we have, there- 
fore, one more £11,238 to come, and that will more than meet the demand 
upon us at the bankers, for the loan was only £10,000. 

Alderman Wire: It does not so appear from the accounts as I read them. 
bad ge 5 ry the * ag ome together is £44,952, less £3666 which remains 

. at is the on i 
afte call to uae, y sum you have yet to receive, unless you have a 

The Cuarnman: Yes, we have. 

Alderman Wire: Then you have £11,238 and £3666 to receive on the 
new shares ? 

Mr. Duvat: Yes, except that some calls have been paid in advance, as 
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Alderman Wire: Before you put the question that the report be adopted, | the shareholders had the option of doing. But your uestion was, How 
hone? 














much available capital have we to call up upon the new 

Alderman Wirz: Yes. 

Mr. Duvat: About £10,000 or £11,000. / 

Alderman Wire : I presume that that amount is reserved for the exten- 
sion of your works, as, of course, you do not mean to stay as youare. WhatI 
want to ask is, where is your reserve-fund to pay a debts and keep up the 
works with after the present contract is at an end 

Mr. Duvau: Our reserve-fund is for keeping up the works, and not for 





paying off the debts, 5 

Alderman Wrre: The former, then, is the reserve from calls, and this 
from profits. . 

Mr. Brresrorp: I wish to ask why nothing has been written off for de- 
preciation this half year? 

Mr. Duvau: There is no depreciation to write off. We have only a sur- 
plus to carry to revenue account of some £300, and we did not think it worth 
while to write off so small a sum. 

Mr. BerEesyorD: There has been a large amount expended on the Dept- 
ford Gas- Works. Did we commence supplying the consumers of that company 
so late in the half year that we have no right to expect any addition to our 
revenue from that source? I see that our rental account for this half year is 
precisely the same as for the last. : 

The Cuarrman: Certainly it is; because our arrangement with our con- 
tractor is founded upon a fixed scale, and until our supply comes up to that 
“et nothing additional from him. ‘ 

r. BERESFORD: But, still, the addition of these consumers must raise the 
rental, 

The CuarrMan: It does, of course; and before a very great while, we 
expect considerable advantages for the shareholders therefrom. 

Mr. Dvuva: By our contract with Mr. Croll, we receive payment upon a 
rental of £40,000, and at present our rental is not an iota above £35,000 ; 
therefore we must not expect an increase for some time to come. — 

The Cuarrman: I can only say that I am expecting great things for the 
Surrey Consumers’ Company. : 

Mr. Beresrorp : I want to obtain some information on the item of “ works’ | 
extensions.’”’ On the credit side of the account there is a series of payments | 
made for ‘* works’ extensions,” £3305; “service-laying,” £341; ** meter- | 
fixing,” £59; ‘ meters,” £144; “ main-laying,” £3806; and “law ex- 

enses,” £986; altogether £8643. Have these expenses arisen out of the 

tford Gas- Works purchase, or independently of it ? ; 

The Cuarrman: A large proportion of them were occasioned by the lay- 
ing of a larger main from the works at Rotherhithe to the gasholder at | 
Deptford, instead of manufacturing gas there, and which we believe will | 
ultimately be a great benefit to the company. 4 

Dr. Lippe.u: I find by your report you mention that you found it more | 
economical to abandon the repair of the works at Deptford. I presume you | 
had commenced repairing those works, and had spent a certain sum of money | 
upon them before you abandoned the idea ? 

The CuarrmMan: We have not spent one farthing upon them. 

Dr. LippeLt: Then I think the expression used in the report is not a | 
correct one. You state that you have “abandoned the idea.” You ought to | 
write what you mean, I find in the accounts that the sum paid to the direc- 
tors and auditors is somewhat less this half year than last. The difference | 
is about £26. 5s. I do not quite understand how that can be, but so it) 
appears. The next point is, that the salaries have increased a good deal, | 
from £146 to £205, Then, too, I see that the “charges,” that unfortunate | 
item, which I have spoken about several times, are increased to £68. Last 
half year they were only £27. 10s., and the time before that only £15. I 
am glad to see them so much reduced as they are, for, if I recollect rightly, 
in 1854, they were nearly 1000; but still, I think £68 is much too high, an 
I should like to have some explanation given of the matter. With regard to 
‘“‘ repairs,” I find that £91 is charged on that head. What have they been? 
We have been informed to-day that Mr. Croll is answerable for all the re- 
= necessary at the works, and yet here is £91 charged on that account. 

find, too, that “rent and taxes” have increased from £96. 10s. to £123. 7s. 10d. 
I do not clearly understand that, A proprietor has already made reference to 
the next point to which I intended to call your attention, viz., that the es 
rentals for the present and the last half yearsarethesame. In the year 1 
our gas rental was stated to be ‘.- 10s, 10d.; and I have a note here, 
that in 1853 Mr. Croll paid £9080. But now it has been stated by one of the 
ee ae the Deptford consumers added, our rental is not more 


The Cuarrman: You must have made a mistake as to the rental in 1855, 

Dr. LippgLu: No; it is in your own rope. j 

Mr. Duvax: It might have been £24,000, but never £34,000, I am quite 
positive on that point. 

Dr. Lippety: I do not make mistakes of that kind. It is a fact stated on 
your own printed papers, 
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Alderman Wirz: You have an easy means, Mr. Chairman, of correcting 
the honourable gentleman, if he is wrong, by referring to the minutes. If 
he is wrong, I am sure Dr. Liddell will be glad to be corrected. 

Dr. Lippet1: I shall be very glad to be set right upon the point. I find 
also, in some of the former papers, an account of coke sold, but we hear 
nothing of that kind now. o not know whether you have altered the 
mode of doing business since 1855, which was the last time the item of coke 
appeared in the accounts: then it was stated to have realised £109. 

r. DuvaL: That was brought forward from the commencement, but we 
thought it better to get rid of it in the accounts altogether. 

The CHArRMAN : ft was rather a complicated way of keeping the accounts, 
as we have nothing to do with the coke. Mr. Croll is our contractor ; he has 
to make gas for us and pay usa certain rental ; he sells the coke and takes the 
money for it; and therefore-it should net come into our accounts at all. We 
receive so much as rental from Mr. Croll, and we give you the account of 
that and of the outlay of the company. 

Dr. Lippe: J do not see in these accounts any statement of the amount 
received for rent of office in the Borough, and yet I find that the office is let. 

The CHarnMAN: It is entered on-both sides, for we both receive and pay 
rent for it. : a 

Dr. Lippetx: I wish to know, im case of any prosecution of this company 
taking place, as it has done in the case of others, which have been indicted for 
nuisance, and certain alterations being required in the works, which is to bear 
the expense of the alteration? . Will it come from Mr. Croll, or will it come 
out of our capital? It may be, as it has proved in some other companies, 
that such alterations will involve very large expense. 

Mr: BeresForp : I must appeal to the meeting whether in this matter Dr. 
Liddell is in order. It has nothing whatéver to do with the report. We 
have difficulties enough in the course of our proceedings, without anticipating 
evils which may never arise. If, however, the matter is to be discussed, let 
it be introduced at the proper time. 

Alderman Wire: It seems to me that it is very imprudent to discuss it at 
all; it is inviting the very thing you deprecate. 





Dr. Lippe.i: I will not press the question, as it seems to be an objec-~ 


tionable one, but will yield at once. I may ask, however, whether, in case 

of any damage being done to the works, the directors would be obliged to ap- 

al to the shareholders for payment of further calls? We have no reserve- 
und for such contingencies. 

The CHARMAN: What damage do you allude to? 

Dr. Lippe: To damage arising from accident. The last point to which 
I will allude is that very unfortunate one, the item of law expenses, which 
are enormous. Last half year we had £31. 10s. charged under this head ; 
this half year we have the same, with the addition of £986. 7s. 6d. Iam 
very anxious to know whether that includes all we are indebted to Mr. 
James for law expenses, or whether there will be anything more after this. 
I find that the whole amount paid for law since this company was established 
is no less than £11,043. 14s. 11d. 

The CuatrMan: I certainly feel that this is a very tender point—the 
law expenses; and I should be happy if I could answer very distinctly that 
this would be the last occasion of its appearance in our balance-sheet. Un- 
fortunately, however, I must tell you it is not the last. It is my duty to be 
thoroughly honest with you on the point ; but I do trust that, though on the 
next occasion of our ey our accounts the item of law will be an 
alarming one, we shall be able to assure you it appears for the last time. 
You cannot possibly imagine the large expenses we have been put to with 
respect to the adjudication on the Deptford Gas purchase. On the side of 
the Deptford gas people the costs have been enormous, and they have also 
been very heavy with us. It has been altogether an unfortunate matter so 
far as it has gone. Those of our friends in the room who are in the pro- 
fession of the law pretty well know what the cost of settling a matter by 
arbitration is, when you have a great number of witnesses to be examined 
who charge a large amount for their daily attendances. It is fearful, but it 
cannot be helped. When you get into the hands of the law, all we can say 
is it isa great mercy to get out at all. Ido hope and trust that the next 
half year we shall be able to say we have seen the end of this affair, as far 
as law expenses are concerned, in the Surrey Consumers’ Company. As 
respects myself, I cannot see anything that can possibly arise to oblige us to 
incur one single sixpence of cost when the bill to which I refer is paid. We 
thought it right, as the directors of this company, in justice to yourselves, 
not to pay another bill without its being taxed; that bill is therefore now 
before the taxing-master, and it will come before you in due time. 

Mr. James: I am anxious to answer one question which—— 

Alderman Wire: Before you do so, I wish to ask whether the bill the 
chairman refers to is simply for your costs, or whether it includes the costs 
of the Deptford Company ? 

Mr. James: With respect to the sum of £11,000, which has been mentioned 
as having been paid for law costs, the chairman forgot to tell the meeting that 
little more than half came to me, and that that included all the expenses of 

arliamentary agents, &c. With reference to the sum of £986 which appears 
in this half year’s account, and which Mr. Liddell saddles me with, there 
was only some £600 paid to me, the other ey has been paid to other solici- 
|| tors. The chairman tee told you that my bill is now in course of taxation, 
to which I am perfectly agreeable. It is a friendly proceeding, and I have 
not the slightest objection to it. 

Mr. Duvat: I beg to state in reference to what Dr. Liddell has said that 
though the item of law is, as he says, very large, we have been compelled 
to incur it, for we have acted on the defensive throughout. I do not wish 
to mislead you, and therefore I may state that in the next half year’s 
accounts you will find a large amount again under this head. The value of 
the Deptford Gas-Works was estimated at £16,000, and that sum we were 
willing to pay 5 but the matter was referred to arbitration, and, after a 
lengthened litigation, the value was set down at £20,800; and the law costs 
incurred in arriving at that decision amounted to very nearly £10,000!! 

The CHaIRMAN: Not on the part of this company. 

Mr. Duvau: Not on the part of this company alone, but the two com- 
anies. It is a large item, but, as I said, we acted throughout on the de- 
ensive, and could not help ourselves. When Mr. James’ bill came in it was 

a very heavy one, and I at once said I would not consent to pay any more 
bills until they were taxed. I assure you that we have endeavoured to do 
our duty and keep down these fearful expenses as much as possible. I hope 
the next half year will see the last of them. The Deptford Company’s sur- 
veyor estimated their works at £28,000, and we had to defend our position, 
and we tried all we could to avoid extended litigation; but when once you 
get into the hands of the law, you must get out as best you can. 

Alderman Wire: You had no business there at all. ‘The simple course 
would have been for you to appoint a surveyor on the one side, and the 
Deptford Company on the other, and for those two gentlemen to name an 
umpire, and then go into the matter. 

r. Duvau: I will answer that question at once. Alderman Wire says 
we had no business to get into law at all. The fact was, Mr. James came to 








our company and stated that the Deptford Company had appointed :Mr. 
Montague Chambers and Mr. Bovill as their counsel, and therefore we must 
appoint others to meet them. I said at-once, “ No; our object is not to get 
into law, let us see them, and endeavour to pursuade them to have two sur- 
veyors and an — to decide the matter.” We could not, however, 
succeed, and we had no power to help ourselves. 

A Proprietor: Was there not some hitch about the validity of the title, 
which caused a large portion of the expense? 

Mr. Duva: That was partly the cause. 

Another Proprietor: But it was only imaginary, after all. 

Alderman Wire: On the contrary, it was a real and very serious difficulty. 
From what I understood of the question, as to the legality of the title, I do 
not see how the directors could avoid .doing as they did. I think they acted 
with a view to resist an exorbitant demand being made upon them, and that 
the course they took was the best under the circumstances. 

Mr. Brake: Did I understand you, Mr. Chairman, that the contractor is 
bound to keep the works in repair during his contract ? 

The CHarrMAN: Yes; that is so. 

Mr. Buaxke: Is he also bound by the terms of his contract to leave them 
at the expiration of the term in a good and effective condition ? 

The Cuarrman: Yes, he is, ‘ 

Alderman Wrre: Then, sir, will you explain, for the satisfaction of the 
meeting, what the item for “ repairs’’ in this report means? 

The Cuarrman: The buildings and offices, and the repairs of some old 
meters in stock, all go under that head. The meters came to something like 
8s. or 10s, each, and a large portion of the sum is included in that. It has 
Ld — whatever to the works which Mr. Croll has to keep in repair 

imself. 

Mr. Hitts: Would there be any difficulty in the way of having Mr. Croll’s 
contract with the company printed and .circulated — the proprietors ? 
It seems to me that very many questions which are asked at our meetings 
are met with the observation, ‘‘ it is contrary to Mr. Croll’s agreement.” If 
that contract were printed and in our hands, we could at once settle all 
these points to our own satisfaction. Mr. Beresford has spoken of the gas 
rental, and expressed his surprise that it has not increased during the last 
half year ; and it certainly does seem to me to be extraordinary that we have 
no greater return now than formerly. On and after the 27th of last August, 
as I learn by a notice which I hold in my hand—a copy of which was served 
upon all the consumers of the late Deptford Company—the Surrey Con- 
sumers’ Company took all the supply of that company’s customers at 4s. 6d. 
per 1000. But, from that time to the end of the half year, the Surrey Com- 
pany’s shareholders benefit nothing at all from the increased rental thus 
secured ; but, on the contrary, they find they are the worse, by the issue of 
new shares, ‘* creditors on debentures,” and a loan of £10,000, without any 
return to set off. On the other side of the account, indeed, I find, *‘ Interest 
paid,” £954, 13s. 5d., which is £511 more than was paid last half year; and 
all this without one farthing benefit. Our inquiries on the subject are met 
with the remark from you, sir, that it is contrary to our agreement with Mr. 
Croll to expect to receive more. That may be so; but, if the document 
itself were printed, we should be able to see for ourselves, without discussing 
the point. It strikes me as exceedingly strange that from the 27th of last 
August re should have been in receipt of all the moneys arising from the 
Deptford Company’s works, and we are not benefitted at all; but, on the 
Na we incur an expense of £511, which amount we are worse than 

ore. 

Alderman Wire: If the chairman would read the scale out of the agree- 
ment, it would explain all. 

The CuHarrmMan: Until our rental arrives at £42,000 a year we cannot 
receive more from our contractor than we now receive. When our rental 
reaches that point, we shall receive nearly £1000 more than at present. 
Weare looking forward to that time, and, as soon as it arrives, shall have 
the benefit. In the meanwhile, on all the amount which we are obliged to 
lay out for extension Mr. Croll pays us 6 per cent. Of course we cannot 
make our gas rental get up any faster than it does, Asrespects the interest, 
you must recollect we have been receiving a larger amount as well as 
paying it. 

r. Hirts: If I understand the thing aright, Mr. Croll is the only person | 
who is benefitted by the purchase of the Deptford Gas- Works, and the share- 
holders receive not one farthing ? 

Mr. Cro. rose to make an observation, but 

Mr. H111s said: I put the question to the chairman. 

The CuarrMan: There is an item here of ‘* Works’ extensions,” the larger 
part of which expense was incurred in taking a main up from Rotherhithe | 
to Deptford. ne the sum so laid out, Mr. Croll pays 6 per cent. interest. | 

Mr. Hitis: I am not alluding to that. I say it is extraordinary that’! 
another gas company’s business should be puréhased by us for £20,000; | 
that, to enable us to do so, we borrow or raise something like £30,000, by | 
which sum the capital account is increased; that we have encumbered our- 
selves with an additional ‘bag a of £511 for interest during the last half) 
year, and yet we get nothing for it. This is wholly for the advantage of | 
Mr. Croll, 

The CuatrMAN: You will see on the other side of the account that we’ 
have received £2049 as interest upon works’ extension, | 


Mr. Crotu: Mr. Hills is evidently confounding the payments made by me | 
to the company. In reference to the Deptford Gas-Works, the company pur- 
chased the property and I receive the gas rentals, and I pay them 6 per cent. | 
upon the outlay. But, in addition to that, the advantage which the com-| 
pany derive from the purchase of those works is this—that, they thereby) 
add to the gross rental received for gas, and thus hasten the period at) 
which the point will be arrived beyond which I shall have to increase my 
payment to the company. Do you understand that? 

Mr. Hitts: Ishould if I understood the scale in your contract, but when I 
see that the same amount of rental only is received after our large outlay and 
extension, I am surprised. 

Mr. Crotu: The sum paid by meas rental must be the same until the! 
actual gas rental amounts to £42,000, except what I pay as interest upon! 
expenditure in extension. So far from the Deptford Works being an advane | 
tage to me or to the company, it is the very reverse. 

Mr. Duvat: I think I can explain the matter. When we entered into 
treaty for the purchase of the Deptford Gas- Works, we were making the con- 
tract with Mr, Croll. 

Mr. Hinis: What was the rental then? 

Mr. Duvat: £24,000. We supposed at that time the Deptford Works 
would cost about £10,000; and, on the understanding that we should pur- 
chase them, we fixed Mr. Croll’s scale, upon which he was to pay rental at) 
£42,000. Upon that sum Mr. Croll has been paying ever since; but it was | 
agreed that he should pay no interest upon what moneys we might expend | 
up to £80,000. Therefore he pays upon a rental of £42,000, and interest | 
upon all capital expended above £80,000, 
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Alderman Wire: When your rental is up to £42,000 you will get an 
additional £900 a year, will you not? 

Mr. Duvav: Yes; but I doubt whether it will ever reach that sum during 
the period of Mr. Croll’s contract. We fixed him at the highest sum we 
thought it could get to. Iam perfectly satisfied with our contract, and I 
do not think that any shareholder has any reason to take exception against 
it. If Mr. Hills supposes that Mr. Croll would have entered into his contract 
without having the purchase of the Deptford Works in view, he is under a 


mistake. 

Mr. Hit1s: I have no doubt that Mr. Duval ‘aoe vy | understands this 
matter, but even all that he and the chairman have said have not made me 
understand it in any other light than this—that Mr. Croll is the only person 
who is benefitted by the Deptford purchase. 

After some further explanations by Mr. BEresrorp and Alderman Wire, 

The CHAIRMAN said the Deptford Gas-Works was a bad purchase for all | 
parties. Had the effect been to bring up our gas rental to £42,000 Mr. 





Croll would have had to pay a larger sum at once. As it is, it is only the 
interest a him that has increased. 

Alderman Wire: I think I ought, in justice, to state that Mr. Croll came 
to the company when we were in great difficulty, and he undertook the car- | 

ing out of the works at a great outlay, and took all the risks of the rental. | 

hen, as a reward for that outlay and risk, it was said, “‘ If the rent is | 
£10,000, you shall pay so much; if £20,000 so much; and soon.” But, as 
I say, it was a great risk to run, in the first place, to undertake it at all, and 
subsequently to carry out the contract as it has been carried out to the pre- 
sent time. I think my friend will be satisfied when he comes to look over 
| the matter, and to weigh the explanations that have been given. When the 
rental gets up to £42,000—which the directors had hoped ere this it would, 
and which, had they not been so thwarted and deluded by the Deptford 
parties, I have no doubt it would—Mr. Croll pays an increased sum yearly 
to this company. Notwithstanding all the fears Mr. Duval has expressed on 
the point, I have strong expectations that it will before long, and then you 
will have somewhere about another £1000 added to your income. 

Mr. Hits: Do you see any objection, Mr. Chairman, to the agreement 
with Mr. Croll oar | printed ? 

The Cuarrman : I do not see what advantage it would be. At any time 
you can look over it at the company’s office. It is a large document, and 
would be expensive to print; and I do not see what good it would be. 

Mr. Hiius: Had the shareholders understood that they would derive no 
benefit from the Deptford works, they would not have been willing to invest 
so large a sum in their purchase. 

Mr. Crott: Mr. Hills, you were one of the directors of the late Deptford 
Company, and you know all the circumstances of the case. All I can say is, 
that during the remainder of the term of my contract with the Surrey Con- 
sumers’ Company, I will let you have my share of the benefit for one-half 
what I pay for it. 

Mr. Hixts : I don’t see that you pay anything. 

Mr. Crotui: I pay £1800 a year, and you shall have it for £900. 

Mr. Duvau: We are saving something like £1000 a year by the avoidance 
of competition, and that is no small advantage. 

Mr. Hits: But that is Mr. Croll’s benefit. 

Mr. Duvat: No; the company’s. 

Alderman Wine: I now move that the report and the accounts be received 
and adopted. 

Mr. Beresrorp: I second the motion. 

A SHAREHOLDER: I observe that though the rental is the same, the ba- 
lance of net profit is £212 less than last half year. 

Mr. Duvat: The difference arises from the price we pay for the money 
borrowed. 

Another SHAREHOLDER: There is the item of “ Offices” in the account. 
What does that include ? 

The CuarrMAN: The buildings, furniture, &c., which have been accumu- 
lating ever since the company was established. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then put and carried. 

The CuarrMAN: The next part of my duty is a very pleasing one—namely, 
to propose that a dividend at the rate of 8 per cent. per annum, free of 
income-tax (although not so printed in the report), for the half year ending 
the 3l1st of mber last, be now declared, and that the same be payable on 
and after Monday, the 20th of April inst. I suppose there can be no objec- 
tion to that proposition, and therefore I will put it at once. 

The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Alderman W1RE proposed the re-election of Mr. Laughton, one of the retiring 
directors. 

Mr. Smiru seconded the motion. 

Dr. LippEL1 rose to offer an opposition, not to Mr. Laughton personally, 
but to the principle of re-electing the retiring directors year after year; and, 
having made a few strong observations in condemnation of the practice, 
concluded by moving, as an amendment, that the vacancy caused by the re- 
tirement of Mr. Laughton be not now filled up. 

The amendment having been seconded led to a long conversation, in the 
course of which Mr, James, the company’s solicitor, gave it as his opinion 
that such a proposition could not be entertained without previous notice. 

Alderman Wire concurred with Mr. James on the point, and urged Dr. 
Liddell to regard the evident wish of the meeting, and withdraw the 
amendment. 

Dr. LippELL ultimately consented, intimating, however, that he felt so 
strongly on the subject, that he should bring the matter forward again next 
year. 

The motion was then cordially adopted. 

Mr. Livzs moved the re-election of Mr. Bowditch. 

Mr. BERESFORD seconded the motion, which, after a similar objection by 
Dr. Liddell to that which he urged against the previous motion, was 
assented to. 

Messrs. Laughton and Bowditch returned thanks. 

Mr. J. PowExt the retiring auditor, was also re-elected, and briefly ac- 
knowledged his obligations for the confidence again reposed in him. 

derman Wire: I am about now to submit a motion respecting which I 
am sure the feeling of the meeting will be perfectly unanimous, notwith- 
standing what has been said by Dr. Liddell as to the necessity of infusing 
new blood into the board, or of reducing the number of your directors. Iam 
happy to move, ‘“* That the best thanks of this meeting be given to the 
chairman and board of directors, and also to the auditors, for the able, con- 
scientious, and successful manner in which they have carried on the business 
of this company during the past year.” I have been intimate with some of 
the difficulties they have had to contend with; and I may state with confi- 
dence that the y are of such a character as would have daunted most ordinary 
men. Many directors would have run away from their posts, and left the 
shareholders to clear themselves from the dangers and litigation with which 
at one time we were surrounded. But your directors not only came forward, 


confirmed, 


directors :— 


for gas to the 3lst of December last there is a favourable improvement over the 
corresponding period of 1855, and that the expenditure has not increased in the same 
ratio. 


$93,724. 12s. 8d., — a balance of £5992. 11s. 8d., which, with the amount in 
t 








and not only advanced their money, but pledged their honour and reputation 








in prosecuting the interests of this company ; and, when you see what a 
large stake they hold in the concern, you will rightly judge that you have || 
the best guarantee you can have against their being guilty of any jobs, or of | 
pursuing any course which would at all diminish the prosperity of the | 
company. | 


Dr. Lippexx: I rise with pleasure to second the resolution, and I endorse | 
every word uttered by Alderman Wire. Although I took the course I did in | 
reference to the retiring directors, it must not be +e that I did it from | | 
any feeling of hostility to them. Do you suppose that I would embark my || 
money—perbaps nearly one-half of all I have—in this concern, unless I had | | 
the fullest confidence in its management? and, so far from that confidence | 
having been diminished, I have been wishing to get more shares. I came 
into the concern on the recommendation of Mr. Black and Mr. Laughton, and | 
for no two gentlemen besides have I a higher opinion. I have great plea- 
sure in seconding the motion. 

The resolution was then put and carried unanimously. ‘ : 

The Cuarrman: I will not detain you more than a few minutes. I rise 
with much pleasure (and I am sure I am speaking the feelings of my brother 
directors) to thank you, and to say how much we feel indebted for this fresh 
mark of your approbation. I feel it a very wholesome thing indeed that we, 
the directors, should be called together, at least once in every six months, to 
render an account of our stewardship. Heretofore we have received the 
assurance of your approbation, and that assurance has been repeated again 
to-day. I trust that, as long as Il and my brother directors are spared, we 
shall prosecute the business of this company in the same strict and vigilant 
manner we have hitherto done, and that we shall continue to receive the 
same testimony of your good opinion that we have done to-day. I have only 
further to say as respects ourselves, some allusion having been made to job- 
bery in public companies, that, although such fearful things have occurred in 
our country, I hope, while we have the honour to be connected with the Surrey 
Consumers’ Company, nothing of the kind will take place here. I stand before 

ou this day among a multitude of my friends, and, having lived in this 

rough during more than half a century, I feel that I can say that I havea 
character that will bear the strictest inquiry, not only as regards my mo- 
rality and diligence in business, but for having practically adopted —- 
out my career the motto of “doing uo others as I would they should do 
unto me,”’ to the very utmost of Ln | power. 

The proceedings then terminated. 








SOUTH METROPOLITAN GASLIGHT AND COKE COMPANY. 


The Half-Yearly Meeting of the Shareholders of this ey | was held 
at the London Tavern, on Wednesday, April 8—Mr. T. B. Smerson in 
the chair. 

The notice of meeting and minutes of the last court having been read and 


The SecrETaRY (Mr. Livesey) read the following half-yearly report of the 


In submitting to the proprietors the usual half-yearly statement of the company’s 
proceedings, it is gratifying to the directors to be be able to report that in the rental 


By the accounts now presented to the meeting, it will be seen that the rental for 

s and receipts for products amount to £29,017. 4s. 4d., and the expenditure to 
hand from former profits, amounting to £3039. lls. 10d., will make a total of 
£8332. 3s. 6d. 

This sum the directors recommend should be thus appropriated. 

To add to the capital a bonus of 20s. per share, amounting to £4000; to the divi- 
dend account the sum of £3600, being 3 per cent. for the half year on £120,000; and 
the balance of £732. 3s. 6d. to the credit of the reserve-fund. 

The directors at the last meeting informed the proprietors that in consequence of 
the delay on the part of the contractor in completing the new tank they had con- 
sidered it advisable to defer the erection of the gasholder until the present year, and 
when they made this arrangement they expected the tank would have been shortly 
finished. 

Since then, the directors finding the work did not proceed satisfactorily, have 
thought it necessary to adopt other measures to complete it, and have arranged with 
the contractor accordingly. 

The directors have now every reason to hope that the tank will be finished in a 
few days, and that there will be no further impediment in the erection of the gas- 
holder, which will increase the stowage for gas to at least four-fifths of the heaviest 
winter consumption; and, with the large extension of the retort-house, already com- 
pleted, will place the works of the company in the most efficient condition, for any , 
extended demand for some years to come. | 

The d d for the pany’s gas continues steadily to increase, and the report. 
of the public officer, as regards its purity and quality, is most satisfactory. 

Agreeably to the Act of Incorporation, one director and one auditor retire fronr| 
office at this period. Thomas Bridge Simpson, Esq., director, and Benjamin 
Edgington, Esq., auditor, retire accordingly ; but both gentlemen being eligible, have 
signified their intention to offer themselves for re-election. 


The CHarrMan said, Gentlemen, before I put the question “That the 
report be adopted,”’ I wish to make a remark or two. You are aware, that 
we have had considerable anxiety and trouble with regard to the new tank 
spoken of in the report. It has been avery long and expensive affair, as our 
contractor having unfortunately become insolvent at the time, threw us into 
great difficulties. I am happy, however, to say that, with a little extra ex- 
pense, we shall be able to overcome the obstacles that have interposed, and 
we shall then be in a situation to meet any increased demand for gas which 
may be made upon the company for some time to come. I believe I may 
say that our works are in about as efficient a condition as I ever recollect 
them to have been, or that at any time we have had a right to expect they 
should be, because you must remember that you have not been called upon to 
contribute very much to that object. If it had not been for the large 
amount required for this tank, it would have been desirable for the sum now 
proposed to be added to capital to go to a reserve-fund; but, looking at 
the position we are in, and seeing that we can make excellent use of this 
money, to your advantage, we think it better to add to the capital a bonus 
of 20s, per share, thus increasing the shares to £30 each, and paying you 
a dividend upon that increase. I shall, therefore, now ask you to agree with 
the committee in their report. 

Mr. Ruopes seconded the motion. 

Mr. Cunisty: At what rate will the dividend be? 

The .  eeaeeel : It will be 3 per cent. for the half year upon the full paid- 
up capital, 

Mr. Foster: Do you intend to pay dividend upon the 20s. bonus ? 

The Cuatrman: Yes, upon the whole £120,000. At thesame time, I may 
observe that we ought to begin to think about a reserve-fund, so that if an 
emergency should arise, we may be able to meet it. This addition to capital, 
and the 3 per cent. dividend, will exhaust your present profits and the ba- 
lance from former profits, leaving you only £732 to carry to a reserve-fund. 

The report was then received and adopted. 

















The Secretary read the following statement of accounts :— 
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The Cuarrnman: I move thatthe half-yearly accounts.to the 3lst of De- 
cember be received, * 

Mr. Curisty said he wished to make a few remarks upon the alteration in 
the scale of the directors’ remuneration which was agreed to at the last meet- 
ing, or the meeting previously. Formerly that remuneration stood at £500 

r annum; but at the time he named, without any previous notice of an 
intended change, and without, so far as he knew, any previous conference 
with the directors, a.gentleman holding a few shares rose and proposed that 
the remuneration should for the future be half as much again. That pro- 
posal was seconded by a gentleman who held an official position in the com- 
pany ; and, although the directors themselves expressed an unwillingness to 
receive the increased remuneration, it was agreed to by the meeting. It ap- 

ared to him that no reason was shown for the advance; indeed, so far as 

e understood the matter, the directors had got into smooth water, and had 
but little to do, compared with what they had to undertake in former times. 
They were so taken by surprise at so extraordinary a proposition, that they 
objected to its being entertained; but it was so pressed by the gentleman 
who brought it forward, that at length they agreed to take the additional 
remuneration. His (Mr. Christy’s) — in now mentioning the matter 
was, that it should be an appeal to the directors to. reconsider the matter in a 
liberal spirit. 

Mr. Ruopes rose to order. He felt that the worthy proprietor was wan- 
dering altogether from the question before the meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN thought it was quite competent to ir. Christy to. refer to 
the matter while the accounts were before the shareholders. 

Mr. Curisty proceeded to say that he thought it very honourable to the 
directors that they had objected to the passing of such a resolution as he had 
referred to in a comparatively small meeting, and on the present occasion 
he hoped they would give it up altogether. He believed that many public 
companies, possessing a much larger rental than the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company, and deputing to their directors much more onerous duties, did not 
give their boards so liberal a remuneration; and he had that day attended 
the meeting of a company where the-members of the board received only £50 
a year for attending punctually on every occasion. He had been a share- 
holder in this concern from the year 1834, and had paid upwards of £3200 
into it, and therefore felt a.lively interest in all its arrangements. During 
the two first years of his connection with the company they divided nothing, 
and in the third yearonly 1} per cent. for his money. Afterwards they pro- 
gressed to 2}, then 3, and in 1839 they divided 4 percent. In 1841 and 1842 
vf rose to 5 per cent, ; from 1843 to 1851 they divided 6 per cent. ; in 1852 
and 1853, 5 per cent.; and last year, 6 per cent.—— 

A Director: You have said nothing about the bonuses that were declared. 

The CHarrman: Yes, that isa very material point. 

Mr. Curisty said the- seere' could: perhaps supply that information if 
needed ; all he could say was, that they had never divided so much as to 
warrant them in suddenly raising the scale of the directors’ remuneration, 
and to do so was only tending to bring the concern into disrepute. He felt 
almost inclined to submit a motion on the subject, but would rather leave it 
with the directors themselves to take some step in the matter. 

Mr. BracEBRIDGE thought that, to prevent anything of the kind in future 
taking the proprietors by surprise, a resolution should be adopted to the effect 


without previous notice of motion that a proposition to do.so would be brought 
forward at the half-yearly meeting. 

The CHAIRMAN said, as the matter was personal to himself, he felt called 
upon to explain a little how the thing stood. The question of increasing the 
remuneration to the directors was. brought forward by Mr. Hewitt two or 
three years ago, and on that. occasion Mr. Christy complained that it was 
taking the proprietors by surprise, and wished the consideration to be deferred 
until there was a larger meeting. The directors thought it was a matter 
entirely with the shareholders, and it was accordingly postponed. About 
twelve months back Mr. Bracebridge himself re-moved the question, and Mr. 
Edgington seconded the motion for an increase. Mr. Christy, who, according to 
the minutes, was present, did not offer any objection, and the meeting unani- 
mously agreed to it, and granted an additional £250 a year. Thus there 
was a twelvemonth’s previous notice given of it, and the directors concluded 
that it was the general wish of the shareholders that it should be done. On 
inquiry amongst other companies, they found that it was an ordinary allow- 
ance ; and, as they had only five directors, and there were many attendances 
required, not only at the regular meetings of the board, but in watching over 
the concerns of the company out of doors, it did not seem a very extraordi- 
nary remuneration. However, the directors threw themselves entirely upon 
the shareholders, and, if they thought the additional £250 was undeserved, 
they would make such an alteration as they desired. The direetors had no 
wish to fix their own salaries. 

Mr. Foster was not sorry the question had been mooted, as. Mr. Christy 
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that no advance of salary to any person in the establishment should be made | 


| evidently had suffered the consideration of it to rankle in his breast since the 
last meeting ; but he certainly was surprised to learn that the honourable 
| proprietor had not opposed the motion at the time. 

| Mr. Curisry: I did object to it. ‘ 

| Mr, Fosrer could not agree with the chairman that a conversation which 
| took place at one meeting could be accepted as a previous notice of motion at 
; asubsequent meeting. It was, therefore, not unreasonable for those who were 
not present saying they were taken by surprise. 

A Proprigtor said he believed he was the first person who introduced a 
motion upon the subject. Upon that occasion Mr, Bratt urged very suaay 
that it should be proposed, and upon his suggestion it was brought forward, 
He believed that the directors were fairly and honestly entitled to what they 
now received, and that it was not out of proportion to the remuneration re- 
ceived in other companies, The position in which the affairs of this company 
now were, warranted the shareholders in voting an allowance which they 
formerly could not sanction. The directors very properly did not come before 
them for an increase when the concern was paying only 6 per cent., which 
was certainly an insufficient interest for capital invested in such undertakings ; 
but now that the company was in a prosperous state, the shareholders should | 
not withhold from those who conducted their affairs the reward which was | 
due, to a large extent, to their good management. It was no argument 
against it that as the result of that good management they had been able to 
lighten the cares and duties of their office. 

After some further conversation the subject was dropped, and the accounts 
were received and adopted. 

The CuarrMAN then moved that the sum of £4000 out of the balance in 
hand be added to the capital of the company as a bonus of 203. per share. ws 

The motion was at once agreed to. 

The CuarrMaN also moved that a dividend at the rate of 3 per cent. for 
the half year, free of income-tax, be now declared, and that the same be 
— at the company’s bankers on and after the 17th inst, 

he motion was unanimously agreed to. 

Mr. Ruopss said it appeared to him that the company had not made the 
amount of profit out of the sale of coke, breeze, and the other products, which 
a ought to have done. 

he CHAIRMAN said he was sorry to say that the price of coke had been 
ay reduced from what it used to be. However, it was now getting 
etter, 

Mr. Ropes suggested that probably the cause of the bad price of these 
articles was the want of union among the gas companies in having a fixed 
price in the market. 

The CHArrMAN assured the honourable proprietor he was wrong. Coke 
was an article which was very much deteriorated by being kept; and there- 
fore, whenever a company had accumulated a large pile, they knew from 
experience that the quicker they could reduce it and get it off the premises 
the better. 

Mr. Ruopes inquired what the probable waste was? 

The CuatrMan: 25 per cent. 

Mr. Ruopes: Do you not think there wants a union among the com- 
panies as to parish lighting ? 

The Cuarrman: That is a very difficult thing to do. 

Mr. Ruopes: I think the question only wants mooting. 

The Cuarrman: I assure you the difficulty of securing anything like 
union among the companies is a most serious one. We have had some expe- 
rience in the matter in reference to the question of districting, and if you 
had any idea of the trouble we have had, and the number of meetings we 
have held, in order to effect something like harmony, you would not grumble 
at_us that we have done no more. 

Mr. Ruopes: I am not grumbling; I simply put the question because I 
know it is the wish of other companies that some such union should take 
place on the question of the public lighting, and that there should be a little 
more uniformity as to the scale of payments. 

Proprietor thought that it was a question which some of the older 
and larger companies should agitate. 

The retiring director, Mr. T. B, Simpson, and the retiring auditor, 
Mr. Edgington, were re-elected, and severally acknowledged their obliga- 
tions to the meeting. 

Some further conversation ensued on the propriety of notice being given 
before any proposition to increase the remuneration of officers was made; 
after which, on the motion of Mr. Foster, seconded by Mr. Curisty, a vote 
of thanks to the chairman and directors was cordially adopted. 

The CuarrMan, in acknowledging the vote, said the directors were not 
unmindful of this fresh mark of the confidence and approbation of the pro- 
| prietors and they would always feel that. the best interests of the company 

emanded their constant attention. 

The proceedings then terminated. 
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IMPERIAL GAS COMPANY. | 
The Ordinary Half-Yearly eee: of this Company was held on Thursda 
last, April 9, at the Offices of the Company, John Street, Bedford Row—W. | 
P. Ricnarps, Esq., the Governor, presiding. ; 
The Secretary read the advertisement convening the meeting, and the 
seal of the company was aflixed to the register of proprietors. 
The GoveRNor then called upon the secretary to read the directors’ report. 
The Secretary, in compliance with this request, read the statement of 
accounts, and also the following report of the directors :— 

Your directors, on meeting the proprietors on the present occasion, have the plea- 
gure to report, 

That, notwithstanding one adverse circumstance which has occurred during the 
last half year, the affairs of the company remain in a prosperous condition. The gas 
rental shows an increase of nearly £10,000 over that of the corresponding half year 
of 1855; and the net revenue, added to the balance in hand from the last half year, 
will enable you to declare the ordinary dividend at the rate of 10 per cent. per 
annum on the share capital paid up, after providing for the payment of interest on 
the 10 per Cent. Bonds and the debenture debt of the company, and to carry over a 
sum of £5847 to the next account. 

The adverse occurrence abeve alluded to is the decision of the Court of Chancery 
in the case of Broadbent v. the Imperial Gas Company, wheréby the company have 
been restrained from continuing the manufacture of gas in two of their retort-houses 
at Fulham, in such manner as to injure the crops of the market-garden of Mr. Broad- | 
bent adjoining those retort-houses, it having been found, by the award of Mr. Ser- 
jeant Channell, that the mode of mannfacture adopted by the company, although 
admitted to be according to the best known principles of gas-making, was, in his 
opinion, injurious to thoze crops. 

Your directors were perfectly willing to make adequate compensation on the part 
of the company for any injury inflicted by them, and were, therefore, much surprised 
at the decisidn of the court; but, that decision having been pronounced (although 
they have given notice of appeal to the House of Lords), it became their duty to bow 
to it; and they are happy to state that they have complied with the terms of the in- 
junction, without interfering with their ordinary supply of gas to the public. _ 

Before the ensuing winter they will have adopted such steps, by erecting additional 
works elsewhere, and the laying down of additional mains, as will, in their judgment, 
relieve the company from difficulty in their winter supply. 

They have, on the other hand, the pleasure to report, that all differences with the 
London Gas Company have now been settled, by the payment to this company by the 
London of a sum of £1000, in addition to the sum already paid into court by them, 
and by payment also of the costs incurred by this company. Thus, all legal pro- 
ceedings between the two companies are now at an end, and it is hoped that future 
arrangements between them may be carried into effect to the benefit of both. | 

That they have very fully considered the best means of providing the funds requi- 
site to pay for the additional works rendered necessary by the increased and still 
increasing d l for the pany’s gas, so as to ensure, as far as practicable, the 
maintenance of the ordinary dividend of 10 per cent. on the paid-up capital of the 
company. 

With this view they have taken up the sum of £15,000 on the company’s debentures, 
and borrowed a further sum on temporary loan, and they have resolved that, to re- 
place the latter amount, as well as to furnish the funds. requisite for their future 
purposes, it will be expedient to bring into operation the 24th sec‘ion of the com- 
pany’s act of incorporation, for raising money by anticipation of calls on the new 
shares, at arate of interest not exceeding 5 per cent. per annum, rather, than at 
present, to make f .rther calls on those shares, and circulars will be immediately 
forwarded to the proprietors, giving them the option of so paying their calls by 
anticipation. 

They have only now to report that the existence and responsibility of the several 
sureties to all bonds, for the performance of offices of trust under the poe ae 4 
have been inquired into, and new bonds ordered to be taken where necessary, agreeably 
to the 8th bye-law. 

That pursuant to the provisions of the act, four directors and one auditor go out 
of office by efflux of time, and being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. 

And, in lusion, tor d that a dividend for the half year ending December 
31 last be declared, at the rate of 50s. per share upon the old shares, and 12s. 6d. 
per share upon the new shares, less income tax, and that the same be paid on and 
after this day. 

The Governor then rose, and said: Gentlemen, there are two subjects in 
this report that will peculiarly require your attention. At the last general 
meeting, which I was prevented from attending, being absent in a very dis- 
tant part of the country, the 4 AS ep presided, and stated to you 
that we were in litigation with Mr. Broadbent, a market-gardener close by our 
works; and that Vice-Chancellor Wood had granted an injunction restrain- 
ing us from making gas in two new large retort-houses which were made at 
considerable expense, unless we made the gas without injury to Mr. Broad- 
bent’s property at all. We had already had on the premises, for many years 
before Mr. Broadbent went there, two retort-houses, in which we had been 
in the habit of making gas, and he declared that those retort-houses did him 
no harm at all. Against this injunction we appealed to the Lord Chancellor, 
who apparently had some misgivings in the first instance, but he ultimately 
confirmed the decree. We then applied to Vice-Chancellor Wood again, to 
allow us.a further time, that we might be enabled to carry out those mea- 
sures which we then contemplated as most likely to satisfy the injunction. 
That was refused us. Now, it is not at all my intention to complain of the 
decisions of these excellent and learned judges; they acted, of course, accord- 
ing to the practice of the courts over which they presided. They might have 
been partially biassed by the feeling that they were taking the part of the 
oppressed against the oppressor; but I think we have some reason to com- 
plain of the state of the law which has placed us in this predicament, for 
our act of Parliament bas given us power to make gas for our own advantage 
and the convenience of the public, and in our recent act of Parliament the 
localities became known where that gas was to be made. Upon the authority 
of this power we had my gen very large sums of money, and Mr. Broadbent 
himself admits that we had made the gas in the best possible way it could 
be made; still the decree of the Court of Chancery steps in and says, ** You 
shall not make gas there.’’ We, of course, must submit and obey. It 
was at a very inconvenient time of the year, and it gave Mr. Broadbent 
the power, if he chose, of stopping our works; and the consequence might 
have been that the western part of London would have been thrown into 
darkness. I believe it is an admitted maxim of the Court of Equity, 
laid down by Lord Cottenham, who was a very superior man, when he was 
Lord Chancellor, that an injunction is not to be used as an instrument of ex- 
tortion ; but it is to protect a person from injury, and quiet his title. I can- 
not help thinking that this maxim was somewhat lost sight of, because 
certainly in each of these courts (for I was there myself) it was intimated 
that we might put an end to this litigation by satisfying the plaintiff; and 
the Lord Chancellor went so fur as to indicate a sum of £10,000 as that which 
might be the basis upon which the plaintiff and ourselves might treat. 
Then, turning: to the plaintiff's counsel, he threw out that a suggestion of 
that sort was not to be despised, and that, probably, it would be better than 
& continuation of this litigation. Now, really £10,000 as a compensation to 





























|| penses and compensations. ( 


that market-gardener, who had a lease of about 20 years to run, and the 
actual or done to him being comparatively small! I cannot undertake 
to say exactly what it was, because I do not quite understand the decision of 
the arbitrator, but it was certainly very small. Now, of course we could 
not consent to treat. on any.terms of that sort, because, had we done so, 
everybody in the. neighbourhood could have imitated the proceeding of Mr. 
Broadbent, and all our property would have: been frittered away in law ex- 

ear, hear.) It isa very dificult thing, gentle- 








| obliged to take the best course we can under the circumstances; it has 
| power. I hope and believe that we have done the best. This hint of 


| course of a very short time, his solicitor sent a proposition to us, by which he 
| offered to allow us the time that we had asked of Vice-Chancellor Wood for 


| tion. But that offer was made uuder such circumstances and in such terms 


| likely many gentlemen who wish to ask questions may be deterred from 


, sum total amounted to £320,000. Works were forced upon us much more 
| largely than we could supply them by means ef the surplus, and, therefore, 


| and the other limited our dividend to 10 per cent. Any profit made beyond 
| a dividend of 10 per cent. we were not to enjoy; but we were to reduce the 


| thing we could do was to divide 10 per cent. upon our capital; and that | 


| tal; and we thought it not unreasonable to ask of the Legislature to 


men, to deal with law-suits, and chancery-suits in particular. We are 
caused us a great deal of anxiety, and we have decided to the best of our 
the Lord Chancellor was not thrown away on Mr. Broadbent, for, in the 


carrying out the plans that we supposed were calculated to satisfy the injunc- 


that it would be quite impossible to accede to it, and, in spite of the intima- 
tion thrown out by the Lord Chancellor, he said this: “ It is not the inten- 
tion of my client to abandon those premises, or to give up his present employ- 
ment ;’’ so that all that we could have gained would have been to give that 
something, which he called ‘‘compensation,” to settle him there, as a thorn 
in our side, to bleed us when he thought it convenient. (Hear, hear.) 
Therefore we have felt ourselves bound to take our stand on a different foot- 
ing, and we have proceeded with those — which have suggested them- 
selves; and we have had the assistance of very able and kind friends in those 
suggestions, as to the way in which we might put an end to the nuisance 
complained of. To cut the matter short, we have had to remove the whole 
of the manufacture made in those two new retort-houses to our different stations 
at St. Pancras and Shoreditch; and we therefore consider, as the report says 
—you also may consider—the question as put an end to so far as the injunc- 
tion goes, and we are perfectly free from all apprehension and fear as to the 
result. Now, the next point is with regard to our finances—— 

Mr. Ruopgs: How much land have we? 

The Governor: I will answer every question after I am done; I am 
quite sure every proprietor will feel the inconvenience of interrupting a nar- 
rative which ought to be distinct and clear. (Hear, hear.) With regard to 
the other question, which has reference to our financial position, the directors 
are extremely anxious that everything should be explained to you most 
fully. The awful revelations that have taken place lately are calculated to 
shake the confidence of all shareholders in all large companies, and in the 


| conduct of their directors. (Hear, hear.) In this room we have always been | | 


received with so much courtesy and kindness, that we think it exceedingly 











doing so, lest we should suppose those questions inferred suspicion, and our 
feelings would be hurt thereby. There is no such feeling; and we are | 
especially anxious to give you tho most ample information with regard to all | 
your affairs. (Loud cheers.) I may just say, that in June, 1854, we obtained | 
a new act of Parliament, by which, we are enabled largely to increase our 
capital. Upto that time we had no means of increasing our works but by 
applying so much of our savings out of our profits as was necessary to im- 
prove our plant. This we did for a considerable number of years, till the 


we went to Parliament. By our act of Parliament some restrictions were 
put upon us, one with regard to the price of gas, which has nothing to do 
with our present discussion, and, therefore, I need not trouble you with it; 


price of our gas, and give the public the benefit of it. Our last dividend had 
been at the rate of 9 per cent. per annum; but we had always made more 
than 10 per cent.; and having made 10 per cent., of course the natural | 


course was immediately adopted. The sum of £320,000, which I men- 
tioned just now, had been applied to the same purposes as our capi- 


allow us to convert that into capital, and to divide upon it the same as 
we did on the rest of our capital. That was positively and immediately 
refused as contrary to the practice. However, I may say, certainly, 
that we are indebted to our deputy governor, Mr. Burke, for the trouble he 
took, and for his good management, so that we were allowed to enter 
into a sort of compromise, by which we were to divide amongst our- 
selves £13,000 a year before we diminished the price of our gas. In 
the year 1854, we raised by calls, £32,500; and upon that being raised upon 
calls, it became capital, and we were to pay 10 per cent. upon it. In 1855 
we raised, in the same way, £65,000 ; in 1856, another £65,000; and in the 
meantime we raised £67,000 by debentures, and upon our ability to pay all 
demands to arise from all those sums depends, I take it, the market value of 
our shares. With regard to that £13,000 a year, we were not obliged to under- 
take it at once; but we were allowed to consult our own conveniencein doing 
it. The moment we issued our bonds, and took that burden on ourselves, it | 
became a preference stock ; and, consequently, it must be maintained, even if | 
it had been at the expense of the dividend on the old capital, We, therefore, | 
did not undertake it at once; but it was quite obvious that it was unjust to | 
withhold a return from those who were the owners of it a minute longer than | 
we thought we could undertake it. That was the understanding amongst all | 
parties. At Christmas, 1855, the majority of the board thought that we could 

undertake this burden. We therefore did do so, and we paid £6500, which 

was the half of £13,000, and all the other claims on it, and carried over a) 
sum of £2870 to our rest, or call it, in round numbers, £3000. Now, the re- | 
sult was a sum of money amounting to £10,003, which we had put aside; | 





for we thought it inexpedient to enter on this course till we had something | 
to fall back upon; and to this rest in 1855 we were able to add £3000. | 
Therefore we had a rest then of £13,000. In the following half year, in | 
June, 1856, we had to call on our rest for nearly £6000, owing to the mone 
we had raised requiring a dividend to be paid upon it, and the money which | 
we had raised had not then become productive to the utmost. Therefore, it | 
was natural that there should be a period when we must fail to some extent. | 
In the following half year—the present half year now concluding—what 
we abstracted from the rest amounted to £1117 only, so that that shows | 
a fair and proper progress in our affairs. Now this has been brought 
about by the great addition that has taken place to our rental. Since 
Christmas, 1853, our rental has increased £60,000 in the year. A con- 
siderable portion of that, of course, is profit, and out of that profit we 
have been able to meet these increasing demands upon us. Our rental 
is still increasing, and we, therefore, are preparing to meet the addi- 
tional demands as they come upon us. But I foresee that there are claims 
coming upon us more rapidly than we can meet them, if we continue to raise 
our money by issuing stock at 10 per cent. It isa race between capital and 
rental, At first, capital will beat, because you must apply your capital at 
the time, and there must be an interval before it has become productive, and 
your rental has grown up toit. We think, therefore, instead of making 
which will subject the company to a dividend at the rate of 10 per cent., we 
may perhaps accommodate all parties by adopting the course suggested in 
this report; for I conceive that in this company we are no longer a specu- 
lative body. I think people do, not speculate in our shares, but they keep 
them more generally as investments ; and, if that is the case, it may be very 
convenient to many persons to close their accounts, and to pay up once for 





























a 











164 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT, 


[April 14, 1857. 





all, and have done with it. If that be so, we shall raise the money we want 
at 5 per cent. for a time, and then allow 10 per cent. as fast as we can. If, 
however, we have taken a false view of the subject—and I see one gentle- 
man who seems to think it very preposterous—we have nothing further to 
do than to make our calls as usual, and we must make our works as pro- 
ductive as we can. But I think it is most likely that our profits will not en- 
able us to pay a dividend immediately of 10 per cent., and therefore we must 
reduce our dividend if necessary. We are not allowed by law—and, if we 
were, our moral feelings would prevent us—ever to divide a sixpence more 
than we are entitled to do from our profits. I know that figures are ver 
tedious, and that the explanation of figures is difficult of comprehension. If 
Thave been tedious, I am sure you have borne with me very patiently. If I have 
not been intelligible, I hope gentlemen will ask me those questions which 
will make my meaning more plain. We have increased the claims upon you 
very largely, and we have met that increase by the very large increase of 
our rental. Our rental is still increasing ; and, though I never like to pro- 
pheoy too sanguinely, I think there is a prospect, in a year or two, of the 

d for gas increasing very considerably. 80, We are prepared to meet 
it, and then we shall find that we come back to our old position, of being 
wealthy enough to give the old dividend. But, if there should be an interval 
in which we are not able to do that, you will all understand it, and, I have 
no doubt, have the good sense to be satisfied with a smaller dividend for a 
year or two. I hope you will not lose sight of what I said—that if it is con- 
venient to gentlemen to pay up and close their accounts, this will not be 
necessary. I think, after working at this thing for a great many years, 
when you recollect what our £50 shares have produced, that even a diminu- 
tion for a half year or two will not be a thing which will justify your 
grumbling. (Hear, hear.) I have only now to move that this report be re- 
ceived and adopted. (Applause.) 

Mr. Ruopss : I wanted to ask what is the amount of land that we have 
adjoining the works ? 
he Governor : Fourteen acres, 

Mr. Ruopes: When will the privilege arise of shareholders paying up 
their calls ? 

Tke Governor: Within twenty-one days you will be expected to send in 
your answers. 

Mr. Mauuerr: I apprehend that our works are not to be withdrawn from 
Fulham. I think a little enlargement of your lucid statement, by way of ex- 
planation, would be an advantage. 

The Governor: There are two very fine retort-houses that we have built 
more recently than the others. There are two old ones that were built many 
years ago, before Mr. Broadbent came to that situation. Those are not in- 
cluded in the injunction; and he is, moreover, not entitled to have any 
injunction as regards them, because he came to the nuisance. But he has 

‘one still further, for he has made an affidavit that he never received any 
injury from thése two. Yet he carries on his garden; he sees us building 
our new retort-houses ; and he never makes any complaint till we have ex- 
pended all our money upon them. 


Mr. MALLETT: Will the loss of the new retort-houses very much cripple 
your supply of gas? : 
The Soremee: I apprehend we shall not suffer the slightest incon- 


venience, and not be at a very large expense. ’ ; i W 

Mr. Mauuett: Are we to suppose that this diminution of our dividend 
will apply to the calls that have been made on the new shares? 

The Goveunen: The calls stand in precisely the same predicament as the 
old stock. The moment the call is made, it is converted into stock, and it 
all stands exactly on the same footing; and the diminution of income will 
be on the old stock, if there should be any. 

Mr. Perry: Whether paid in advance or not? 

Mr. Henry (secretary) : No, no. 

A Proprietor: I thought the diminution of dividend would only apply 
to the new calls on shares. 

The Governor: It is all one stock. If we can raise what we want at 
5 per cent.—and I think it would be convenient to many gentlemen to anti- 
cipate their payments—then we should be without this great burden. I am 
very far from saying that there must be a diminution, but I think it is pos- 
sible; and I should be ashamed to meet you next half year, and for you to 
tell me, ** You never hinted at such a thing.” We have on all occasions told 
you plainly what we think. ! 

The Proprietor: Will the getting this capital relieve the company at ail 
from what they are paying on the borrowed capi : : 

The Governor: That is a mere temporary loan, and will be paid off. 

The Prorrietor: Are the company safe from any future quarrel with 
any market-gardener, and so on, in any new locality that you may supply 
with gas? May this difficulty occur at any future time where the company 
may lay down theirs mains in new quarters? Because, if it is in the power 
of any man who has a garden to obtain a sum of money by going to law with 
us, I should like to know whether the company might not take means at once 
to prevent it; otherwise we may be always in hot water. In any new 
locality, people who have got land or gardens may think they have only got 
to quarrel with us to make a good thing of it. It strikes me that we had 
better find some legal process at once to prevent it. ; 

The Governor: The difficulty is in finding a legal process by which you 
could obtain your object. 

Another Proprietor: Will the retort-houses we have built at the dif- 
ferent parts where we supply gas preserve us from any evil of this kind ? 

The Governor: There is no better bed of protecting yourselves than by 
manfully resisting any encroachment of the sort. (Hear, hear.) Nothing is 
so common as for people to have a shy at a party who won’t make any re- 
sistance. (Hear, hear.) We have resisted a good while, and I think people 
will hesitate before they attack us without good cause. 

The Proprietor: In any other locality they may play the same game 
that they have played hitherto, and that is a very serious thing. Anybody 
with a kitchen-garden may make a similar complaint. Do the company 
intend to go on with the appeal? 

The Governor: Yes; it is so stated in the report. 

Mr. Wotre: Allow me to ask what amount is required ? 

The Governor: We talk of £100,000. 

Mr. Wotre: How much per new share is it proposed to lend the com- 


ny? 
PeThe Governor: To pay up in full. Suppose we were to allow parties to 
pay £10 or £12, and so on, it would get us into confusion as to the value of 
the shares. We mean to simplify it as much as possible ; and, if it does not 
meet the views of people, there will be an end of it. Parties may pay on 
any number they shone. If parties come forward with a great deal more 
than we want, it will be divided pro rata, The simplest way will be to pay 
up the full amount, and make it voluntary. 

A Proprietor: Is the money to be paid at once ? 

The Governor: If any gentleman wishes to pay in two or three instal- 
ments, we could make arrangements to suit him. 








Mr. Ruopxs: Was there not an act of Parliament passed in the year 1846, 
enacting that at the expiration of thirty years from that time all factories 
that were a nuisance could be immediately complajned of, and pulled down ? 

Mr. Henry (secretary): Mr. Rhodes is alluding to the Metropolitan 
Building Act, and we have got an exemption from it in our act. The law 
7 not to our company alone, but to all manufactories. It so happens 
that Mr. Broadbent had no right of action against us until we built our new 
works ; and then he took a new lease which gave him a right of action. Our 
other works have been built upwards of 30 years, and I think every person 
has come to them. 

The resolution adopting the report and accounts then passed em. con. 

The retiring directors and auditor were re-elected. 

A resolution declaring a dividend of 50s. per share on the old shares, and 
12s, 6d. on the new shares, less income tax, passed unanimously, 

A vote of thanks to the chairman and directors for their able management 
of the affairs of the company passed amid loud cries of ‘ All, all.” 

The Governor briefly responded, and the proceedings terminated. 


THE GAS QUESTION IN SHOREDITCH. 

In compliance with a requisition signed by sixteen ratepayers of St. Leo- 
nard’s, Shoreditch, the churchwardens of this parish convened a public 
meeting of the inhabitants in the school-room of the New Tabernacle, Olid 
Street Road, on Thursday the 2nd inst. The object of the meeting was— 
‘* To receive the report of a deputation appointed at a public meeting held in 
February, to wait upon the directors of the Independent Gas Company, with 
reference to a reduction in the peso of gas; and also to consider the best 
means of obtaining another and better supply at a lower rate.” 

Mr. Churchwarden Lovau took the chair at seven o’clock, and the requi- 
sition and notice convening the meeting were read. 

Mr. VANN, the vestry clerk, also read the following letter, addressed to 
him, on behalf of the deputation, by the engineer of the Independent Gas 
Company :— 





Independent Gaslight Company, Haggerstone, 
. ‘Middleser, ‘March 6, 18570. 

Dear Sir,—In reply to the application made by the deputation of parishioners of 
Shoreditch, for a reduction in the price of gas, I am instructed by the board of 
directors to inform you that the matter will receive their attentive consideration, and 
to assure them that it is the anxious desire of the directors to meet the wishes of 
their customers as soon as the cost of production will enable them to doso. At 
present, the prices paid for materials and labour greatly exceed the rates current in 
1851, when the reduction to 4s. per 1000 cubic feet was made. 

(Signed) Yours, &c., 

E. Vann, Esq. 

Mr. G. Pearce moved, “ That the answer now read from the gas company 
be received and adopted.” He had very little doubt indeed that the com- 
pany would, for their own sakes, reduce the price of gas as soon as possible ; 
and the reception they had given to the deputation was an additional 
guarantee for their doing so. 

Mr. Deata seconded the motion. He said the interview of the deputa- 
tion with the directors lasted fully half an hour, and the matter was tho- 
roughly gone into by the latter, who treated the representatives of the parish 
with the greatest courtesy, and in a most business-like manner. (Hear, hear.) 
They expressed regret that it was not possible for them at once to meet the 
wishes of their customers ; had they been able to do so, they would have 
reduced the price to 4s. without the necessity of an appeal to them; and 
whenever the cost of production would permit it, their customers should re- 
ceive all the benefit they now asked for. (Hear, hear.) He, for one, felt 
that the parishioners ought to be omy well satisfied with the present rate of 
charge ; for, had it not been for the Independent Company, the price of gas 
generally would have been much higher. 

Mr. Owen (another member of the depuation) said he thought the present 
was a very inopportune time for them to take up the question of obtaining a 


Rosert Larne. 





reduction in the price of gas, It was quite certain that money would fetch 
more than the shareholders could get for their outlay, and it was not reason- 
able to expect that they would very readily forego a portion of their profits. | 
While, however, he thus expressed himself, he must not be understood as | 
wishing that the matter should drop through entirely. He hoped they | 
would receive the answer of the directors, and wait a moderate interval of | 
time, to see how far, as circumstances allowed, they would carry out their 

promise. The principal objection which the directors urged against a de- | 
crease was, that the cost of all the articles used by them in the manufacture | 
of gas was much higher at the present time than in 1851, when they lowered 
the price of gas to 4s. Now, he (Mr. Owen) believed that coals were, in| 
fact, as low now as they were in 1851. (‘‘ They are less.”) Well, perhaps/ 
they were; but the directors told them that the kind they used was not) 
lower—whereas the truth was, they were using a higher priced and far | 
superior article than they formerly did. Then, as to the price of iron. The | 
mains of the company were already laid, and therefore the cost of iron could | 
affect them but very little, except in reference to any extra works they | 
undertook. Another thing, too—they were using clay retorts, which were 

much better and cheaper ; consequently, the cost to them of manufacturing | 
gas was not in the least influenced by the current price of iron. Their argu- 

ments, therefore, for maintaining their price were not perfectly sound; 
but, as he said before, looking to the state of the money-market, it was 

hardly to be expected that they would at the present moment give up any | 
portion of their profits. When things were a little easier, the ratepayers | 
might revive the subject with a much better prospect of securing the object | 
they had in view. 

The Cuarrman: As I shall be in office a little longer, I promise you shall | 
have another meeting whenever you like. 

Mr. BINGLEY said he did not see what there was to “‘ adopt” in the 
answer. All the meeting ought to do was to“ receive” it. It would | 
thus leave the matter open, so that they could take any other step they 
pleased. As one of the deputation, he must say that, in his opinion, the 
plea of the directors for retaining the present high price of gas had fallen 
through entirely. (Hear, hear.) He would advise the company to take the 
bull by the horns, and to save themselves from the ruinous effects of competi- 
tion by reducing the price at once. He did not see why, if the City compa- 
nies could afford to sell at 4s., the Independent, whose area was so small and 
snug a one, could not do so also, As they had virtually declined to entertain 
the question for the present, it would be for the meeting to decide whether 
any and what further steps should be taken in the matter. He believed it 
would be possible for the parish of Shoreditch to raise a gas consumers’ 
association, and apply a portion of the profits arising therefrom towards the 
poor’s rates. (‘* Hear, hear,” anda laugh.) But this was not the motion 
now before them, which was, or should be, simply to receive the letter read 
by the vestry clerk; they could then proceed to discuss what steps it would 
be prudent to take in order to enforce their claim, which he believed was 
founded on justice and right. He had no doubt that the price obtained by 
the gas company for their coke, and ammonia, and tar, paid all the cost of 














their coals, so that they could well afford to take off the 6d. per 1000, which 
if they were wise they would do, and thus give contentment to the parish. 
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Mr. Pearce objected to leave out the word “‘ adopted.” He did not see | 
that it would prevent the parishioners taking up the question at another time. | 

Mr. Mason said it might not prevent some future step being taken, but it 
certainly would express a satisfaction with the statements in the document, 
which he, for one, did not feel. . ‘ 

Mr. Corss said he was willing to receive the letter for what it was worth, 
but to “ adopt”’ it was quite auother matter. He contended that it was not 
worthy to be adopted, nor worthy of anything else. He knew that the com- 

any could afford to sell gas at 4s., and, as one of the chief consumers in 
Bhovediteh, he protested against the eye high price of that article. He 
would not now enter upon the details, but he was prepared, from documents in 
his possession, to prove that they were paying much more than they ought to 
do for gas. It was, he might almost say, an axiomatic proposition that no 
public company ought to charge a greater profit upon an article which they 
served out to the community than would suffice to give them a fair and 
honourable per centage for their outlay. But here was a public company 
supplying a commodity of general consumption, and charging, as he was 

repared to come forward and prove, a far higher neg than they ought to 

lo; and it was against this that he protested. If there was such a thing in 
existence among them as competition he would not complain, but here was 
a monopoly under which a wrong was being perpetrated, and the public had 
no remedy. (Hear, hear.) The Independent Gas Company were supplying 
bad gas, with an inferior pressure, of a variable illuminating quality, and at 
a larger price than any other a in London; therefore he protested 
against it, and not all the rhetoric of his friend, Dr. Barnes, could undo the 
fact. Let the company act properly, and reduce the price to 4s., and there 
would be no opposition from him; but, if they would not, he would be pre- 
pared to aid in getting up a consumers’ company to obtain relief for them- 
selves. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. BincLey moved, and Mr. OWEN 
the word ‘ adopted” out of the motion. tr 

A PartsHIONER said he wished to make one observation in reference to 
what had fallen from a previous speaker. Mr. Corss had said that the Inde- 
pendent were charging dearer than any other company in London. Of 
course he could only have meant “ the City of London,” because it was a 
well-known fact that in some parts of the metropolis the price of gas was 
even higher than it was in Shoreditch. 

Mr. Deatu said the directors told the deputation very candidly that they 
were not paying their shareholders more than 5 percent. Dr. Key asked 
them whether they did not pay bonuses, and they assured him that they 
did not. 

Mr. Owen said it was he who put that question, but the directors made 
no reply. 

Mr Dears thought no one could grumble at the shareholders getting 5 
per cent. (Hear, hear.) f 

Mr. Binciey: Formerly they paid 6 per cent. . 

A ParisHIONER asked Captain Lewis whether he, as a shareholder in the 
Independent Company, had ever received a bonus? The reply was, “* No.” 

Captain Lewis said the general opinion in the meeting seemed to be that 
the parish of Shoreditch was paying too much for gas, because the City of 
London was being supplied at 6d. a thousand cheaper. But there really was 
no kind of parallel between the two localities. The area supplied in the 
City was comparatively small, and one house there, which he could name, 
consumed as much gas as was burned in any five miles of space here. The 
Independent Company was got up expressly to prevent a monopoly of the 
Imperial, and he, as one of the original shareholders, might state for their 
information that he was for eleven years attached to the latter company 
without receiving a shilling of dividend. (Hear, hear.) So much for in- 
vestments in gas shares; and if any gentleman in the meeting were disposed 
to look into the matter, they would find that some of the companies which 
paid 6 per cent. had not paid it out of their earnings. No — should 
pay the whole of their profits away in dividends, but should reserve a 
portion to replace worn out stock and for extension. But he could tell them 
that many of the companies were not doing so; and if they knew as much of 
gas and steam companies as he did, they would be very cautious how they 
embarked their money in any new undertakings of the kind. One of the 
previous speakers had stated that coals were the same price now that they 
were in 1851, and he (Captain Lewis) was sorry to hear him make such a 
statement, for the fact was that coals which then cost 12s. were now worth 
18s, Then, too, iron was at the same price, and labour was awfully dear; 
since the late war sailors’ wages being higher than they had ever been 
known before. These were facts which could not be contradicted: what, 
then, could the company do? They would be as glad to reduce the price to 
4s., or even 3s. 6d., as the consumers would be to receive the reduction; but 
they could not do it. Let the meeting bear in mind what he had said, that, 
had it not been for the Independent Company, the price would now be ds. 
He ’ tain Lewis) had been endeavouring to get the companies to unite, 
but 2 independent would listen to nothing of the kind. They came there, 
they said, for a ae purpose, and they would not have that purpose de- 
feated by an amalgamation. 

Mr. Wixp could corroborate all that had been said by Captain Lewis, and 

uoted the opinion of one of the largest consumers of gas in the parish, that 
they had no cause to complain of the Independent Company, and that to 
agitate for a reduction of price would be simply a waste of time. He 
admitted with Mr. Corss that the difference of 6d. per thousand was a ve' 
important one when the ae was large, but he felt that, with all 
due regard to the protection of their own interests, they ought not to over- 
look those of the shareholders by whose capital the company were able to 
supply them at all. His opinion was that, after all, the concern was not so 
profitable as many present seemed disposed to think; and, under such cir- 
cumstances, he for one was not disposed to enter upon an active opposition. 
The tone and language of the letter from the directors, which had been read, 
would warrant them in believing that, as soon as practicable, the company 
would comply with the expressed wishes of their customers. 

Mr. NicHots protested against the terms of the motion and the attempt 
which he said was evidently being made to get the parishioners to sit down 
quietly and say nothing further about the matter. He hoped the common 
sense of those present would prevent them from holding up their hands in 
support of the proposition. Mr. Pearce’s object was to burk the whole 
) pe It was unfortunately always the case that, whenever they had to 

o with gentlemen who were connected with public companies, they always 
found them the foremost to oppose any advantage to the public, and every 
tendency to a reduction in the price of the commodities which those com- 
panies supplied. There had not been a single word said this evening about 
what the company would do if the price of coals was to be raised again. 
Was the price of gas to be subjected to a further advance? There was no 
certainty that the company would not come forward to-morrow and increase 
the price to 5s. per 1000. He hoped the meeting would simply receive the 
letter, and then he would be prepared to submit a resolution in reference to 


Jed, an amendment to leave 








the formation of a new company, 


Mr. Pearce in reply said he believed the inhabitants of the parish had to 
deal with honourable men in the directors of the Independent Company, and 
that they might rest satisfied with their assurance of willingness to reduce 
the price as soon as practicable, All the dealings wp my had with the com- 
pany ever since they had been established justified this remark. The com- 
pany came forward avowedly for the purpose of supplying them with cheap 
gas, and they had faithfully kept to their word. A former meeting of the 
inhabitants had appointed a deputation in whom they had confidence to wait 
upon the directors and see if a further reduction in price was practicable. 
That deputation had had an interview with the board, and now reported that 
they were perfectly satisfied that such a reduction would be made when cir- 
cumstances enabled the company to make it. What more did they require? 
All that his motion asked them to do was to receive the .-7 and adopt the 
conclusion at which their own deputation had arrived. But then some per- 
sons talked about this company having a monopoly, and about the desirable- 
ness of going to the Great Central Company, or of forming a new company 
on the limited liability principle to compete with the Independent. Why, 
they all knew perfectly well that they could not do it. If the Independent 
Company enjoyed a monopoly, it was created for them by the act of Parlia- 
ment. e legislature had defined the limits within which the companies 
should operate, the Independent being prohibited from going beyond the 

arishes of St. Luke and Shoreditch, and the Great Central from going 

yond the City of London. The latter company, with all the advantage of 
having their customers within a narrow circle, were now charging 4s. per 
1000, and, according to the statements made in the public press, if they could 
only have amalgamated with the City Gas Company, their first step would have 
been to raise the price to 4s, 6d. (Hear, hear. hat amalgamation had not 
taken place because the directors could not agree, but it might take place 
to-morrow. What was the feeling of all the gas companies in London 
at the present time? Why, that gas could not be manufactured for 
less than 4s. 6d. so as to leave a fair and legitimate profit to the producers, 
On the other side of the water the Phanix Company were charging 4s, 6d., 
and in some parts of their district even 5s, And what had Captain Lewis 
told them that evening? Why, that the Imperial, one of the largest 
of the metropolitan companies, paid no dividend to their shareholders for 
eleven years! Was that the position in which they wished to place the In- 
dependent Company? Believing as he did, from the testimony of those well 
able to judge on the subject, that 4s. 6d. was a fair and reasonable price, he 
asked them to abopt the motion ; it would then be quite competent to them 
to revive the subject, and take such steps as might be deemed advisable, 
should any fresh grievance arise in the future. Mr. Corss had told them that 
the gas was bad in quality. Nothing was easier than to make such an asser- 
tion; but where was the proof? On the contrary, the report of their medical 
officer, who had anal the gas, was that it was good; and surely it must 
be presumed that the Doctor, to whom they paid £300 a year, was qualified 
to judge in the matter. They had been told—and he knew it for a fact— 
that all the metropolitan companies, especially those outside the City, would 
have raised the price of gas to 5s. before now, if it had not been for the Im- 
perial. In former years the Imperial suffered very much from the other 
companies running their mains through the districts which they supplied, 
and taking away their customers, thus ouins all chance of a dividend to 
any of them; and now, to punish them, the Imperial refused to fall in with 
the proposition for a rise, and were willing to make a sacrifice and sell 
their article for less than they could afford it. Some gentlemen present, who 
were not consumers of gas, talked about starting another gas company. 
What! another British Bank? Who would put their names down for shares? 
Was this the time, and was there any demand for such athing? Why, it 
was notorious that when the vestry took up this question, they had not re- 
ceived a single complaint as to the price of gas from any one of the con- 
sumers in the parish. (Hear, hear.) One of the previous speakers had told 
them that, if they established a new ome a part of the profits might go 
to help the poor-rate; but that gentleman forgot to tell them that perhaps 
there would be no profits at all. (‘‘ Hear, hear,” and a laugh.) Under all 
the circumstances, as this movement had not originated through private con- 
sumers complaining of the price of the gas, and as those who had the charge 
of the public lights were satisfied, the meeting had better adopt the motion, 
and let the matter rest. 

Mr. BinGLey wished the meeting to understand that the Great Central 
Company were prohibited by act of Parliament from charging more than 4s, 

Mr. Pearce admitted that that was correct, but directed the last speaker 
to what had appeared in the Journat or Gas Licutinc. There it had 
been stated that, had the amalgamation with the City Company been carried 
out, an early application would have been made to Parliament for power to 
raise the price to 4s, 6d. 

Mr. Brnaey said, if the Great Central Company had fallen in with that 
proposition, it would have been a breach of faith with their customers, 

Mr, Pearce said, some gentlemen had been to the Great Central Company, 
who told them that they had got their hands full at the present moment, 
and would be much obliged to the inhabitants of Shoreditch to leave them 
alone until after next Michaelmas, 

The question was then put, when the amendment was declared to be car- 
ried by a very large majority. 

Mr. NicHots then rose to submit a resolution. He said, Mr. Pearce had 
told them of several companies which for years had paid little or no divi- 
dend, but he had not told them the reason of it. Why had they no 
profits to divide? One cause was to be found in the excessively heavy and 
extravagant payments which they made to their directors, and not that the 
operations of the company did not realise profits. He had before him a do- 
cument which showed that one ton of coals produced 9700 feet of gas upon 
the average, which, at 4s. per 1000, would make £1. 19s. The coke result- 
ing from that would fetch another 10s.; and the tar, breeze, and ammonia. 
perhaps another 1s.; so that one ton of coal, when manufactured, yielded 
£2. 10s. Taking coals at their present high price, which some one had 
stated was 18s. per ton delivered at the works, and adding 10s. to that as the 
cost of manufacturing, there was a clear profit left of £1. 2s. from every ton 
for the pur of a dividend. These were plain figures, and there was no 
sophistry about them. Mr. Croll’s price for gas was 2s, 4}d. per 1000, which 
price — easily be reduced to 2s., and therefore for any one to come for- 
ward and say that gas could not be — for less than 4s. 6d. was most 
extraordinary. With regard to the Great Central Company, it was a fact 
that they had made 12} per cent., and he might state, upon the credit of 
some gentlemen known to himself, who were shareholders, that they were 
now prepared to pay 10 percent. The reason they did not do so was, that, 
according to their act of Parliament, the moment they did so they were 
under obligation to reduce the price of gas to 3s. 6d. He believed that 
a new company, to supply the parish of Shoreditch, was absolutely 
necessary, and that it might be formed on the limited liability principle ; and 
he contended that those who advocated the establishment of such a compan 
ought not to be charged with attempting to get up another British Bank 
scheme. They knew that in the City of London the Corporation had the 
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oe of appointing auditors to examine the accounts of the Great 
ntral Company ; that they had done so, and that after their affairs had 
been thus subjected to a severe public scrutiny, the eanany | were able to 
pay at one time out of their profits 124 per cent. Dr. Barnes had told them 
that on analysis he found the gas of the Independent Company of a good 
illuminating quality ; how was it, then, that the parishioners could not get a 
proper light? The fact was, that the supply was never one-third what it 
ought to be, and that its quality was so bad that it destroyed everything in 
a house that was placed near the ceiling, especially fancy articles, linen- 
drapery, &c. These-were facts, and there were documents in existence which 
proved that the consumers, instead of breathing pure air, were breathing 
sulphuric acid, commonly called oil of vitriol; while, with regard to ammonia, 
there was four times as much in the pipes of the Independent Company as 
there was in any other. The motion which he intended to propose was, 
“ That this meeting, having heard the determination of the Independent 
Gas Company not to reduce the price of gas, resolves that a company of rate- 
payers be now formed, to be called ‘ The Shoreditch ven none Gas Con- 
sumers’ Company,’ with limited liability, who shall agree by bond that the 
gas supplied by them shall never exceed 4s. per 1000 feet, and £3. 3s. for 
each public lamp; and that this meeting, approving of such a company, 
| pledges itself to use its influence to establish the same.” 

| Mr. Jenn1son seconded the motion, as he believed that all the statements 
|made by Mr. Nichols were founded on fact. It was quite evident to him 
' that they were not being treated as ex | ought to be, and that the gas com- 
pany were compelling them to pay too high a price, which price they would 
| be slow to reduce unless a little wholesome competition was brought to bear 
upon them. Gas had now become a most essential article of consumption, 
‘and it was of the utmost consequence that the supply should be of the best 
| quality and at a moderate price. The best way to secure this was to en- 
| courage competition ; and he believed that, when the project foranew company 
| was put before the rat»; ayers, it would excite a large amount of interest. 

|. Mr. Owen said he had hoped that the gas company would have sent a 
| different reply to that which they had done, but he could not help feeling 
| that at the present time it would be very imprudent of the meeting to resort 
‘to so extreme a measure as that recommended in the motion submitted by 
| Mr. Nichols. It was all very well to talk about the benefits of competition ; 
but even competition itself might be carried too far, and prove itself ruinous 
|| to all parties concerned. In the present state of the money-market it was 
|| folly to talk of raising the necessary capital; nor would the attempt to esta- 
blish a new company be treating the directors of the Independent Company 

with that courtesy and justice which they had a right to expect. (Hear.) 

| Mr. Brine ey said the same kind of arguments now being used to prevent 
|, the establishment of a new company were used some years ago, when the 
| Commercial Gas Company was projected. At that time gas was 9s. per 1000, 
| and with that exorbitant price it was stated that only a fair dividend could be 
| yealised on the money invested. But let the meeting bear in mind that in 
| many of the old companies the capital had been largely increased by the ac- 
|| cumulation of bonuses, and the shareholders had been paid their 5 per cent. 
|| upon all these accumulations, so that the rate of interest upon the amount 


originally invested was, perhaps, as much as 12 per cent. With all the im- 








| 
|| the manufacture of gas, he would venture to say that they might now esta- 
| | blish a company with one-half the capital invested in the Independent or 


while supplying gas at 4s. It might be argued that the old companies, 
having established their works, were entitled to what they now received ; 


selves, and it was only right that now the public should have some share of 
the benefit. He would venture to assert that new works could be built of 
sufficient capacity to supply that parish for £50,000, and that gas could be 
su ng even at 33s. per 1000, and yet pay a good dividend to the share- 
holders, They all admitted that competition was good in most things; why 
should it not be in gas, which was, as it had been truly said, an absolute ne- 
cessity of life in the present day? Why should the parishioners of Shore- 
ditch be willing to protect the gas company from that competition to which 
each one of them, as a tradesman, was ey Competition was the life 
and soul of business; and he was persu that, until they brought that 

ressure to bear upon the gas question, they would never have full 
Justice done to them. Perhaps he should not be disposed to go all the way 
with the resolution in reference to the public lights, as he was not quite 
convinced that they were overcharged; and, though he should support the 
resolution generally, he was disposed to think it might be better to refer the 
whole matter to a committee, for them to have another interview with the 
directors of the Independent sompenys and apprise them of the step which 
it was proposed to take, should they still adhere to their determination to 
keep = price of gas. 

Mr. DEATH moved, as an amendment, ‘That it is the opinion of this 
meeting, that after the courteous letter received from the Independent Gas 
Company, it is not expedient at the present time to take any further steps in | 
the matter.” | 

Mr. Wixp seconded the amendment. 

After some further remarks from Mr. Pearce, Mr. Bingley, and Mr. Nichols, 
the question was put to the meeting (which had now become very thin), and 
the amendment was carried by 20 to 10. 

A vote of thanks to the chair closed the proceedings of the evening. 








Tue Dowtais Gas-Works.—The gas-works at Dowlais are in full and | 
active operation. We have just inspected the whole construction, and we | 
observe several improvements have been introduced in the purifying process | 
that are not often in use. The entire concern, as well as its arrangements, | 
is quite a model, and worthy of inspection. Several private houses now use | 
gas, as does also G. T. Clarke, Esq., at Dowlais House, and the schools. The 
mains running through the back streets have enabled the local board, | 
through the instrumentality of W. Evans, Esq., to put up many public | 
lights in that hitherto darksome region. The designer, architect, and chief | 
constructor of the works is Mr. John Vickary, gas engineer, of Fore Street, 
Exeter; and it gives us much pleasure to record that he has given the com- | 
pany perfect satisfaction, bearing out fully the high recommendations he | 
brought with him from Edward Divett, Esq., M.P., and several others of | 
high standing in England and Wales. The first general meeting will be | 
held in a fortnight, when the directors’ report cannot fail to be approved of | 
by the shareholders. The cost is under £5000.—Bristol Mirror. 

Tue Water or Parts.—In a paper lately read before the Academy of | 
Sciences at Paris, M. Boussingault bas shown that the water contained in | 





provements which science had introduced into the building of gas-works and | 


any other of the old companies, and a fair equivalent realised for the promoters, | 


but he, for one, felt that they had had plenty of time to reimburse them- | 


the wells of Paris is impregnated with nitrate of potash, or saltpetre. It is | 
true that this water is not generally used for drink, but wine-dealers water | 
their wines with it; and, although nitrate of potash is not absolutely poison- | 
ous, since it may be taken with impunity in much larger doses than can be | 
imbibed with the water, still its presence always denotes the existence of | 
vegetable and animal matter ina state of decomposition, which is unques- | 
tionably injurious to the public health. In consequence of this discovery 
the baking establishment of the hospitals of Paris has resolved to use Seine | 
water for making bread, instead of the water brought from the wells of the | 
neighbourhood. 
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——- a a mone ee pep Whitwell Primrose, Burn- | Kirkness, best. .....20. 23 0 
1600628 83 O89 107_— 126 S149 2177 ~——208 Ibs. 6s se wee eo 6 6 perton| Capeldrae, Ist quality .... . 20 | 
| Yorkshire, § Pelton and Medomsley .. 70 , | pa Ad we ww 6 23:3 | 
D cchpdhien OE OES 7 3  ,, Lesmahago, at Glasgow .... 25 : | 
" . ’§ Eighton Moor, New Pelton, om a 27 
Retail P woes to 10 per cent. |r ondon. Glasgow —— | Wales. | a a a Peareth, South Pelaw, 6 | Arniston Cea ss dane ania | 
panes. | atl | | ‘hi Washington Hutton, & * |Wemyss...... eral 
| Y: South Peareth. .... Knightswood ......... 18 0 | 
Bs.di£s.a/ £2.08 8. d.| o>. 2 Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel 15 0 ,, |Methill. ........006-. 13 0 | 
Pig Iron, No.1. .... + eee: 410 0315 0312 04 0 0 410 0 
|| 14 and 2inches Socket Pipes .. .}8 0 07 5 0710 0715 0 710 0 — 
|| ag ana 3 oe wo 6 {TOOL CGT SOTO 7 5 0 SUNDRIES. | 
4 and5 ,, * » 1710 0615 0700750700 Best Newcastle fire-bricks . 60s. per 1000, Welch bar iron, in London £8. lis. per ton. | 
|! 6 in. & upwards ee - -+ {7 5 0.610 0.610 0'7 0 0 610 0 “ - - clay . . 12s. per ton. Foreign spelter _ 2» | 
|| Retorts, lst fusion, hot blast. ..)}7 0 0) ... |7 007 5 0} 700 ee ene p- 1000) oa block tin _ » | 
| a 2nd ,, aa .«<ae. eo .« 17's Stews t 3 9 Tough cake copper. .... 135 per ton.| Banca ,, 4, aaa 
|| Tank Plates, § thick and above . .| 7 10 0 615 0 7 0 i 75 0 7 0 O | English piglead...... >, Tarred rope yarn 18s. per cwt. | | 
| | 
WROUGHT-IRON TUBING, subject to 35 per cent. Discount, FEEIOUTS, per Ton, 
i ee ee ll ee | ee i > Ct stwi: Ne stl ' Foreign. 
| 2inches. | 14 inch..| 1} inch. | 1 ine, | jimch | 4inch. | Chatham& Roches- 6s.0d) Boulogne... . . 7s.0d 
| Cork... . . [ter 10 : Bareelona..... 27 ° 
oS ei we oe oe we) ee s. d. BS 4. A Dee. «0-0 2 0% Bordeaux ..... 16 
Patent welded tubes, from 2 to 12 feet, per foot -~ ie S| 010: 0 7 0 5& 0 433 Dnblin.....- 8! ere 17 6 
” ” in. to 18 in.,each so; Ss | 1 9 : oi t 0 Exeter Quay ... 8 9 IGS veep: Wd, oo 8 9 
Connecting pieces, or long screws ...... si sveisen)| i e6its 0 11 | Folkestone. ... 6 6/ Dieppe ...... 8 9 
Bends, springs, and elbows—wrought iron . 3 9 23/19/10) 0 20 0 Hastings. .... hy. és... eee 28 6 
Tees, wrought or cast, . 1.2.0 ee ewe 4 0 > 2) &# Oa 2 @2Yp sh 0 10 | London. . [mouth 5 9) Hamburg ..... 8 6 
Crosses, wrought or cast... wc ect 4 6 8 0 Ss 6:34 424 6 1 2 | Lowesteft & Yar- 4 6 | Havre a eee 9 6 
TION 6 6 6.0 0 0} sow 69.64 0.048 17 6 9 8i 7 €6}] €£8@/]3 3 S 6 fh igen.. +. » 6 ©|Leghom....... 29 6 
| . ee an, OE ee 23 0 14660): 13 =#O | 7 0} 5 6 | 4 6 § Portsmouth. . es "ee 17 0 
|| Diminishing sockets, caps, plugs, and nipples . 1 38 0 9 | 0 : 0 6 0 5 0 4 — o +0 6 ; : Rotterdam. .... 8 0 
Penin Geekeee sc twee eccereses 1 0 0 8 0 0 5 04; 0 8 yhitstable.... . SS ll 6 
|| Byphons, Zquart . ow ws cc we ewes 1 0 4 =(0 13 «6 3 0); 3 © | Weymouth .... 8 6/| Trieste & Venice. . 82 0 
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PADDON AND FORD, 
PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of Wetand Dry GAs METERS, STATION 
METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 

Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS, 

Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 
Werks; and every description of Apparatus required 
in Gas Works supplied. 


SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 

tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, } ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


WHITEHOUSE and C0., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 


Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the iron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom, 
Orders promptly executed. 


ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con- 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &e. &c., and all the necessary Castings used 














|n Gas and Water-Works. 
| *,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, 


\Elcuton MOOR GAS COALS.— 


Parties wishing to be supplied with these first- 
| class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MaTTHEW 
| NEsBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
Tyne. These coals are well known as among the 

richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River 
Tyne. ‘They are extensively used by metropolitan gas 
works. 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 
whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted, 
Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 
John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers, 
and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 
WAREHOUSES, 
69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. 
MANUFACTORY, 
THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE, 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(and Wasthouse) Geowell- howe, @uendl- 
road, London. 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from 4 inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from 3} inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. 

VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures, 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-riGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete, 


ALTER MABON, Engineer, 
ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, 
MANCHESTER, 
Manufacturer of 

IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. 

GASLIOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. 

GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. hasan extensive assort- 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, 
and Tripod Patterns, suitab!e for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope, Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 

WROUGHT and CAST LRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 

IRON HOUDES, either for Dwellings, Mapufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings, 

PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. 
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WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CO., 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr, 


William Parkinson, 


These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and as correct as that instrument in the 


registration of the fluids passing through them. 





By Her Majesty's Royal Letters Patent. 


CV . 


a Least 
H BOULTON, 
PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, 
and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 
No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
adjoining the Police Office. —Late of No.1, Coppice-row, 
LONDON. 





Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every ‘description 
of Gas Apparatus. 





J. COLIFF'S — 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 





WHARE 








Orders for London and South of England to be ad- 
dressed to Mr. Newton, Agent for the District, Park 
House, Thornhill Road, ISLINGTON (N.). 

N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 
= we and Lumps, always on hand at the above 

yharf, 





THE CHEAPEST MANUFACTORY 
IN THE TRADE FOR 
CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS 
IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. 


OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, 
Lined with Patent Silvered Glass, 
Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, 
WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
GAS FITTINGS, 
ALWAYS IN STOCK, 
CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS 
made to Order on the Shortest Notice. 


JET MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, 
IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR 
EXPORTATION, 

HODGE and ROBERTS, 

101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 


Pattern Books of Chandeliers, and also of all kinds 
of Gas Glasses, sent to any part of the Kingdom on 
application. 


GEORGE CUTLER, 
GASHOLDER MAKER, 
No. 8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITy-ROAD, 
LONDON, 

Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers 
and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam 
and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best 
materials and workmanship. 


W HITWELL PRIMROSE GAS 


| COAL.—These excellent Gas Coals can be 
shippedeither at the South Dock, SUNDERLAND: or 
Old Harbour, HaRTLePooL; or Brandling Drops, 
SOUTH SHIELDS; on application to the WHITWELL 
CoaL ComMPANY, Sunderiand. 


J. W. & J, CHANDLER, 


ATE 

BEVERIDCE, HEDLEY, & CHANDLER, 
ENGINEERS, MILLWRIGHTS, 

IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS, &c., 
MANUFACTURERS OF ALI. DESCRIPTIONS OF 

GAS and WATER-WORKS’ APPARATUS, 

AND PIPE-TESTING MACHINES, 
NELSON FPOUNDRY, 
N 


PRESTON. 
N.B.—A stock of Pipes always on hand, from 13 inch 
and upwards, 








NOTICE,—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 


RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 
Stuffing-Loxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX, ROSS 
and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
them from further infringing the above Patent; and 





that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs. , 


ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonpon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MHLL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
maitle to order from the best-selected Ouk-Bark Tanned 
Leather. 

Prices Current to be had on application. 





ROBERT MACLAREN & CO,, 
EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
an improved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 


NOW READY, 
V L. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS 
LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2\s., bound 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., IIL, 
and IY. are still on sale, 
W. B. Krxo, Ll, Bolt ‘Court, Fleet Street. 


JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON WorKS, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, Bett Barn Roan, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 
Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, 
made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. 


BIRILEY IRON WORKS, 


CHESTER-LE-STREET, 
DURH 





Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 
Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 
nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 
Bankside, Southwark. 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. Perkins, 78, Lombard 
Street. 





JAMES PINCHBECK, 
GAS METER MANUFACTURER, 
26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, 
ISLINGTON, LONDON. 
Begs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and 
Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. 
N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 








PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No. 66, Snow-hill, London. 
the 


ILLIAM SMITH, by 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, 

and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustin 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting waterfrom the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
reat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the om 
Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 


J JONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- 
. SIDE, has long been known to sell the 
following Castings at prices lower than any other house 
in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, ends, Branches 
and Tees, Gyphewe, — , Rain-water Pipes, &e. ; 
also, Hot Water Pipes, Elbows, Tees, Cylindrical and 
Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same. Draw- 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. JonEs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDE, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge. 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, 
having made and erected the largest in use at the 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the 
respective Engineers. 











BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND CO., 
3, INDIAN Kine’S CoouRrt, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 
Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
toals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
sent on application. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANEK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromine, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 
APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF FUEL, £5. 5s., 
INveNTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esq., M.R.C.S, 
REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe ; 
Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 

To meet the increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 











JAMES OAKES and CO., 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, 


AND 
WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, seal ROAD, 
CITY ROAD, LONDO 

Beg to inform Gas and Water aocounion and the public, 
that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
of all sizes, Bends, — Syphons, Lamp Columns 
of various patterns, 

N.B.—Orders for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, 
Cylinders, and all irregular castings, will have immedi- 
ate attention. 


F. & C. OSLER, 
44, OXFORD STREET, LONDON; 
Manufactory— Broad-street, Birmingham, 


MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &e. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


(Made from ‘“‘ RecistzRED”’ Designs), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 

for DRAWING-RooMS and BALL-Rooms. ‘The more extensive use of Gas in 

private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLeR to direct their particular atten- 

tion to the manufacture of this clas: of articles—which, with a view to their 

os general adoption, are offered at very moderate.prices. Purchasers can select from 
~ a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 


CHARLES Horsiey, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &c. ; also civi) engineering 
in general, 








FIRE- CLAY GAS _RETORTS. 
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JOSEPH CLIFF, 5 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 






ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 








Kingdom. From the peculiar composition used in working up the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM 


SURFACE CRACKS, thus, ina great measure, prev enting leakage and the adhesion of carbon to their interior surface. 
To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely wiTH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 


regard to despatch than by any other House. 
THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 


LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 


For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 


FIRE-BRICKS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY, of the same quality. 














Mie B. aaw TON, London Aguet, Wo. & © ‘Wharf, ! King’s Cross ¢ Goods’ Station. 





HULETT AND CO,, 55 anv 56, HIGH HOLBORN, 


PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new ei 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALL, LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS. FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


D EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &e. &e.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, ; 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few’minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 
Price Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 
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the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, | 
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THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the | 
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